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Johannes Grabmayer

From the end of the 10th century, new art and architecture were emerging

everywhere in Europe following pre-Romanesque,Carolingian impulses but tran-

scended them at the same time. What is immediately noticeable about the

architecture and all the preserved works of art is the varied diversity, the dissimi-

larity of the objects and the extremely different artistic creativity of their creators,

this ªoverabundance of inventivenessª (Georges Duby) and their,after all,profound

and fundamental unity.This fact is not surprising for historians as the Christian

Europe of this time is a vast area which comprises different ethnic groups, empires

and provinces. Nearly every region, every province (mainly those at the periphery

of the centres of power) develops its own artistic forms of expression. And

nevertheless,they all stand out for their unity,uniting everything in the most diverse

way. This is exactly the

starting point for a TRANS-

ROMANICA project at the

beginning of the 21st

century.Let us first look back

at the world almost 1000

years ago, let us take a jour-

ney back through time and

we will see that in the

Roman-esque period,

Europe was as varied and

multicultural as it is today.

Europe was certainly not

created by Karl the Great,

Otto the Great or any other

ruler but by those in whose

achievements people of

completely different origins

discovered common ground ± minstrels, scholars, students,artists and stonemasons

who wandered from one building site to the next.Despite all the regional customs

that separated them, they tried to set generally binding principles which were laid

down by the one Church, the one religion, the one book, the Bible, and the one

concept of divinely-ordained order.
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Those who set off for the world of the Romanesque period and who study this

period that is so determining for today's Europe by travelling to places that were

rich in culture at that time and are of a completely different character today: to

Saxony-Anhalt,Thuringia,Carinthia,Modena,Slovenia,or to other places in what

is known today as the CADSES (Central European Adriatic  Danubian South-East

European Space) area,as well as those who allow the Romanesque period reappear

comprehensibly and clear of the mists of time, with all its structures and contexts,

continuities and traditions, will be amazed at the fantastic relics from a time that

determined Europe and its artistic works. They will also be amazed by some

unfamiliar things from their own culture, their own past. Simply by recognising

the common grounds shared by different regions and also by recognising the

unfamiliar will prompt the consideration of and tolerance towards today's foreign

behaviours and cultures within Europe.The knowledge of what was created by

humans in the so-called Romanesque period and what could have been thought

and lived, puts the present into perspective, broadens one's horizons and consider-

ably sensitises the awareness for the questions and problems of today, in particular

those which concern the European Union.

Prehistory and beginnings

The Carolingian empire can be seen as a politically European reaction to the

attacks of Islam against the Mediterranean world.Only due to this did a completely

new world political situation come to be.The Mediterranean world, which was

prosperous until that time and which determined Europe's culture, broke up and

was once and for all destroyed as the connected centre of European civilisation in

the 8th century. At that time, Europe's political centre was moving to the north

Fig. 2: Sarcophagus of Karl the Great, Minster of Aachen,detail. Karl the Great was buried here until 1165
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away from the Mediterranean,to Germania.Historical Europe arose in Carolingian

times from the Carolingian centre in the area of the Meuse.The region between

the rivers Rhine and Seine developed towards a Christian-European state system,

which, after a short, strong time of prosperity under Karl the Great and his son,

Ludwig the Pious, and caused by continuous internal and external turmoil, soon

lost importance.The south of Europe was the target of the often triumphant Islamic

armed forces, which, coming from Africa, occupied the Iberian Peninsula, Sicily

and Southern Italy.Coming from the north, the heathen hordes of the Vikings, the

dreaded salt water bandits and gifted foreign traders invaded the Frankish Empire,

England and Italy and even Spain which, in the meantime,was Moorish.From the

east came the agile Hungarian riders, who not only struck parts of Germany and

Italy but also France. The 9th and 10th centuries are full of reports of looted

monasteries and cathedrals, destroyed fortresses and burned down villages. Only

towards the end of the first millennium could the Muslim expansion be stopped,

the Norsemen be converted to Christianity and peace be brought to, and a settled

way of life forced on,the Hungarians.Now a circle of rich people joined Carolingian

Europe,first with the involvement of the German Reich,then from the 11th century

onwards, mainly on the initiative of the Church. In the 10th century, states were

created by the Danes, Czechs and the Polish. In the 11th century, the Hungarians,

Norman England and the wealthy Christians in Northern Spain consolidated.A

more peaceful era began and, at the same time, the climate improved, becoming

warmer and drier.Illnesses,which were partly caused by the cold and damp,became

rarer.The high child mortality decreased, the life expectancy of people increased

and the population grew.This development was also favoured by improved harvests

crops as well as more and better food which again was linked to the climatic changes

as well as profound social and economic changes.Urban centres arose,technological

and economic innovations provided the occidental world with its new appearance

and its sciences began to lay the foundations for the modern European view of the

world.The Occident experienced an awakening and Europe had its great cultural

heyday which we mainly find in the field of Romanesque history of art. In the 11th

century, the at first slow, then (due to intensive contact with the Islamic-Greek

culture in connection with the transnational large-scale project of the crusades)

the faster rise of the Christian Europe began.
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How Europe might have looked then and how it was .. .

Europe's landscape was characterised by wide,undeveloped areas and wilderness

that became more compressed with growing distance from the Mediterranean

coasts and finally suppressed every civilisation.The huge primeval forests, which

had hardly ever been visited by humans, and the endless marshland and heathland

with its dry soil dominated the areas north of the Alps.Here and there were clearings,

farmhouses and settlements surrounded by gardens,which provided the major part

of the food,fields with poor yield,despite long fallow periods.It was the countryside

and, at the same time, an endless, rampant area that served for hunting, grazing or

for picking berries and herbs. Here and there was a town, at least what was called
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a town at that time. They were mainly remains of Roman settlements with

insufficiently repaired ancient buildings which had been changed into churches,

fortresses and markets.The churches were the hearts of the settlements or increased

the importance of already existing smaller centres.For the emergence, the special

character and structure of our settlements, they are also to be included in the

category of buildings. Also important social functions took place there as the

churches of the Middle Ages were communication centres of the highest rank in

every area of human existence. In draughty, damp buildings lived priests, soldiers

and their servants who were responsible for arms, jewellery and wine ± all symbols

of prosperity and thus,signs of power.It was a world without artificial light,without

the ordinary noises that are so familiar to us, a frightening and silent world where

the nocturnal groans of the forests, the call of an owl, the howling of a wolf, all

these mysterious noises of the night could provoke horrific ideas in people. It was

a pre-rational world where the unexpected, unexplainable, even something that

we would hardly notice nowadays, was explained by miracles.The longing for the

miraculous was strongly distinct in all social classes. There were no objects, no

ªthingsº in the familiar scientific sense.All objects were more than just things.They

were part of the omnipresent Christian system of purposes and values and, above

all, they were also symbolic. Every object pointed to something else. In this way,

the world became a conglomerate of symbolic coherence, created and directed by

God.This symbolic world was a magic world where there was no linear time.Time

was not a standardised unit of measure, it was not abstract and unequivocal, but

symbolic, loaded with values and intentional. In the centre of the limited and

everlasting universe created by God were man and the earth with Jerusalem in the

centre. And outside, as the beginning and the end and of the universe united by

God, he was himself the highest and last sphere. Lifetime was embedded in world

time and that again in eternity. Moving outside this system, which was assumed to

be eternal, meant distance from God and therefore, eternal damnation. Man saw

with feeling,which meant that he saw using all his other senses and thus perceived

things as having something in common,he saw what connects the objects and not

the empty space in between. Primarily, there was no distinction according to

temporal criteria such as today and tomorrow,past,present and future,but according

to local criteria, such as heaven and earth, this life and the hereafter.Actually, space

was not an important element of reality for man as he thought symbolically and

thus, spaceless. Space was unmoved. It was created perfectly by God and therefore,
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is unchanging, still, static, good and sacred in order to facilitate the ascension of the

soul to heaven.For the actual,crucial reality lies outside the levels of space and time.

That is why the Benedictines solemnly promised the stabilitas loci,a settled way of

life, the Cistercians forbade their monks pilgrimages, members of the clergy

preached against the mobilitas,physical and above all also social mobility, and

minnesingers praised the staete, the unchangingness.The eyes did not look in the

direction of the depths of space but to the highs. On the horizon, the earth ended

and passed into the divine, finiteness and infinity merged into one another.The

monumental Romanesque cathedrals symbolised this way of thinking just as the

subsequent Gothic ones did.The monastic churches,however,extended to the wide

countryside and set up cultural islands there, which were of great importance.

The day was embedded in the traditional rites of popular belief, the religiousness

of the people and the rules of the church which most people did not understand.

What could the ordinary country people ± the Romanesque period is characterised

by an agrarian society ± who, in the churches, could only watch the gestures of the

priests in their archaic robes from a distance and who heard them singing words in

an incomprehensible, foreign language, Latin, have known about the Christian

Doctrine? Christianity was still only superficially established widely in Europe and

it was a religion which was reserved for the cultural-social elites. Nevertheless, the

Occident of the Romanesque period was a world of faith. Never before or after

that time did religious perception play a more important role.

People starved. Every sown grain yielded no more than three to four grains,

provided it was a good year. In addition, there was constant anxiety about surviving

the winter, although the number of people at that time was ten to twenty times

less than it is today. And still, Europe ± from our point of view deserted ± was

overpopulated, namely because the serious epidemics had decreased since the end

of the 7th century because the slavery of antiquity had slowly come to an end and

had been replaced by the servitude of the Middle Ages.This meant that there were

still people whose body was in the possession of others but they were not held like

prisoners any longer. Now they were allowed to cultivate a piece of land with the

permission of their master and to reproduce there, they lived together in families.

In order to feed their family, they cultivated more and more of the wilderness and

spread their ªcultureº into the unfriendly surroundings.The essence of rural life

was hard work under conditions that are unimaginable nowadays.The majority of

the farmers lived in dirty holes and huts,whose straw and reed-thatched roofs rested
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on pillars rammed into the ground and which hardly endured one generation.

There were stone buildings to a larger extent only in the south, in some regions

there were also log cabins.Grubenh!user (small huts) were built in the ground and

mainly served as outbuildings.The walls of the buildings were made of wattle and

daub which was sealed with clay, dung or moss, the floor was trodden-down clay.

Narrow skylights,which could be closed by wickerwork and a smoke outlet in the

roof provided some light and fresh air.The hearth in the middle of the room was

a stove,heater and light source in one.Candles were expensive,oil and fish oil were

scarce.The air was constantly smoky,sooty and stale.The sparse furnishings consisted

of blackened tables, wall benches and chests.They slept on straw mattresses on the

floor or on a bench, seldom in a bed as beds were an unattainable luxury for most

people.The toilet was outside and was a hole in the ground with a board over it

and toilet paper was a leaf or the person's own hand.

The working day of the rural family was orientated in length and content

depending on the time of year. The rhythm of the rural daily routine varied

according to the geographical location and regional traditions. However, all

members of the family were always equally involved in the daily routine. On the

farms, children were already important workers at an early age.They were called

on for minor work and thus grew slowly into the hard world of the adults. A 

sex-specific division of labour was mostly unknown.The fight against primeval

forests was still half-hearted and was tackled with inadequate equipment.However,

from the turn of the millennium, the emaciated man started this fight and began

to sustainably use the inexhaustible energy source of running water, the fertility of

the deep,black earth which none had desecrated for centuries,since the agricultural

colonisation and cultivation by the Romans.The ªworldº was ready. But what was

this world? From the point of view of Europe's Christianity,its centre was Jerusalem,

the place of hope,but also the place of tears since desecrated by Muslims.The world

was split into three parts: Islam, the evil under the sun, the Byzantine world, the

lesser of two evils as it was at least Christian even though Greek was spoken there,

and the Occident where the Latin Christianity dreamed of the Golden Age, of a

period of imperial rule which meant peace, order and abundance. Exactly in the

sense of Saint August, the guiding intellectual force of the Catholic Church

throughout the ages, for the people in the Romanesque period,peace meant peace
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and quiet of all things in the order.This was also the way which led to God Almighty,

the creator and preserver of all things that happen on earth. Europe at this time

could have been a happy Europe. But ªorderº was also the foundation supported

by the Church on which rested the occidental suppression, the system we call

ªfeudalismº today.Therefore, reality looked different. Feudal rule, this was a ruler's

seat, a number of widely scattered towers of earth, wood and at times stone, above

all in the south, symbols of safety and threat at the same time. From the 11th/12 th

century arose huge stone castles in rapid succession and large density,an impressive

demonstration of power of noble self-image and knightly propensity to violence.

Up to the 13th century, the density of the castle network doubled and tripled.The

castles were towns on a small scale and found their counterpart in the great,fortified

cathedrals and monastery complexes of this era. With all regional, social and

topographical-induced dissimilarity, the castle complexes were characterised by a

constant basis of essential structures: outer wall with protected gate structure, keep,

palas as a living area,non-residential outbuildings and fountain.The castle complexes

on the Petersberg above Friesach in Carinthia, or the ruins of the Reichsburg

Kyffhausen castle complex in Thuringia are still today eloquent witnesses to the

castle architecture of this time. The fountain of the Kyffhausen Oberburg (upper

castle), with a depth of 176 m and a diameter of the shaft of only approx.

2 m, is among the deepest fountains in Central European castle complexes.And
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seldom is a palas so well-preserved as the one of the Wartburg castle in Eisenach

in Thuringia. In each of these castles lived knights, mounted warriors, experts of

the ultimate war.They showed ritual homage to their master and pledged loyalty

until their deaths to him.They

were a part of the ruler.They

became his vassals. He, on the

other hand,committed himself

to feeding his followers, to gu-

arantee them a home in

keeping with their status, and,

when possible, also to find

them a good match,and,above

all, to provide them with ex-

pensive arms. The knights, on

the other hand, wanted tribute

in the form of natural produce

for the protection which they

guaranteed the unarmed citizens of the wide country. And they demanded this

with swords in their hands. The knights of the Occident lived from and at the

expense of the laboratores, the working people.

The entire feudal system was supported by the farmers as the Occident was an

agrarian country.The knighthood,which had nothing to do with the noble actions
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of the Knights of the Round Table or other invented heroes, lived well from the

people from whom they forced riches out of with their weapons.The farmers paid

for the fact that they were not allowed to defend themselves and that they were

left defenceless in an emergency far too often.And they paid fines for every offence

however minor it might have been.Travelling foreigners, however, paid tolls and

were in return allowed to cross the respective territory unhindered.The churchmen,

whose leaders were from the military nobility themselves, fought like their relatives

with all available means for the exemption from tribute.They justified the arbitrary

exploitation system of their relatives as being divinely-ordained and therefore

unalterable and they lived just as well from the farmers.The entire social order of

this time was based divinely-ordained on the nobility.The few privileged, the few

families had all the power in their hands: all the land, be it cultivated, fallow or

wild, all the dependents, tributes, payments in kind, physical labour of the many

working people, all clerical and secular leading positions.

Here and there were efforts to preserve and revive the ancient heritage, mainly

in Germania where the feudal rule was not yet as developed as it was in Italy, in

the Provence or in Burgundy where it had already completely undermined the

princely authority. The heritage was carried by the church in Magdeburg,

Merseburg,St.Gallen,Reichenau,Echternach and Salzburg.These were not capitals

as they did not exist in the empire.The ruler led a ªsaddle kingdomº, riding from

one of the various palaces scattered in the empire to the other. On important feast

days, he set off in all his magnificence with the bishops and abbots to the special

sacred sites.There, in the sphere of influence of the large cathedrals and monaste-

ries, on which his semi-divine power was based, were the schools, the masons'

lodges and the sites of works of art.There was the cradle of the Romanesque period.

Cathedrals, churches and monasteries were at the centre of life. And, as Georges

Duby correctly remarked: If the total authority of a very small group of nobles and

churchmen had weighed down less heavily on their subjects, the great artistic feats

of the Romanesque period on this huge fallow land with its poor, primitive and

to the same extent uneducated and affective-aggressively structured society of

praying people, warriors and workers would have been incredible.

The oratores,the men of prayer,the warriors against the extra-worldly evil,whose

hymns were battle chants against the evil enemy and its hordes, were the source of

the Romanesque world.They created the one, unimpeachable, as divine system of

earthly and heavenly sphere. Only thanks to them did microcosm and macrocosm
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correspond to one another. Only thanks to their indoctrination did the occiden-

tal social order become a part of the divinely-ordained, cosmic whole and thus

unchangeable by the people. And, from the point of view of the secular and in

particular spiritual ruling classes,order meant precedence,social standing.Over the

course of the centuries, the word ordoin the singular has turned into ordines,from

the classification of the variety, the different steps of a hierarchy which from today's

perspective is aimed at the exploitation of the ªmanyº,above which is nevertheless

the one, absolute ordo of the king of heaven. But in Romanesque times ordo also

meant the different, likewise hierarchically structured possibilities of exercising

authority. Man was fully incorporated in the ordo-system from which he could

not escape and, as it was divinely-ordained, did not want to escape. Ordo was the

foundation on which Christian Europe rested.And it was a Europe of faith.Religio

as religious attitude, as ªway of lifeº dominated everything.

The great Romane-

sque cultural monu-

ments prove it: it was

an ªenchanted

worldº(Max Weber),

at the top of the pic-

ture of the one, brass

ruling God who,

with the sword in his

hand, fights against

the devil and his

demons, a warrior

God who mercilessly

passes sentence on

the sinful, a worldly imperator of the hereafter.This powerful and violent God was

to be served in absolute submission in order to gain his mercy. He was the king of

heaven and earth who commanded awe.The God of love and reconciliation slowly

began to leave the mist of corporative thinking.Religio was lived and experienced

as fear of God.With the help of this terrible emperor, the priesthood, the nobility

of spirit, domesticated the nobility of the sword, the many wild warriors whose

greatest pleasure it was to make others bleed.As in the fight against evil, the Old

Testament king of heaven was supported in the extra-world by the militia Christi,
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the 24 eldest and the hosts of angels and saints, in the world of the churchmen,

above all the monks who, unarmed but toughened in faith and equipped with the

light of countless candles,with incense,battle chants, rites,magic spells and prayers,

were unshakeable in their devotion to fight against the Prince of Darkness and the

powers of darkness.Religiowas divine service. In the continuous fight against evil,

God needed the people.And they were anxious to be sure of his goodwill by means

of generous donations, offerings of a material nature or by means of pilgrimage.

In times when leaving the protective social association could mean death,pilgrimage

was a big sacrifice and, at the same time, the most perfect form of asceticism to

which a believer could submit. The highest destination of the pilgrimage was

Jerusalem, the centre of the Christian world.Only wealthy people could afford the

long, arduous and dangerous journey but, in Romanesque times, only nobility

counted.The occidental Christianity was the religion of the rulers both in this life

and in the hereafter. Primarily, it was the worship of saints ± the worship of the

(empty) sepulchre of Jesus ± and the worship of relics for which Christians set off

for Jerusalem. Before the crusades, most of the pilgrims to Jerusalem travelled to

the Holy Land with the intention of ending their lives there in Christian reflection,

maybe also to atone for misdeeds. Later, the strenuous travel was also made for the

thirst for knowledge and enjoyment only, whereby returning was planned most

times.Unlike in Jerusalem was the situation in Rome, the second large destination

of Christian pilgrimages during the Romanesque era.Since the middle of the 3rd

century, there have been pilgrimages there to the tombs of the martyrs. During

the 8th and 9th centuries, the mortal remains of these early saints were systemati-

cally removed from the wall niches in the catacombs and transferred to the urban

basilicas.Busy pilgrimage tourism started which, in the 12th and 13th centuries,ho-

wever,experienced a big decline due to the shift of interests of the financially strong

believers towards Palestine and Spain and due to the crusades and the reconquista.

The third large pilgrimage destination, Santiago de Compostela in Spain, on the

other hand, attracted believers due to its miracle-working tomb of the apostle, Ja-

cob the Older, which was supposedly rediscovered around the year 866.A hermit

is said to have been shown the way by a star.During the fight between the Christians

and the Moors for the reconquest of Iberia, the Spaniards and their neighbours

became so enthusiastic about Saint Jacob that the pilgrimage to his tomb, which

finds expression in the gigantic cathedrals along the pilgrims' route, received the

kind of importance that is unimaginable today.

14



Countless stories about miracle-working pictures and statues went round and

thousands of people seeking help filled the streets to the pilgrimage destinations

of the different saints.Up to the 13th century, there were more than 10,000 of these

places in Europe which provided a rich offer of all kinds of wonders and indulgences

and which competed against each other. Since the 11th century, starting from

Southern France and Northern Spain,indulgences (indulgentia)can be proven.They

provided for the remission of certain canonical penances on the condition of

repentance, confession and absolution. Soon the term indulgence was extended

(mainly in connection with the crusade indulgences) and, from the 12th century

on,worldly and otherwordly punishments of sins were included.Pilgrimage meant

atonement, worriment and test. It was, at the same time, a means for purification

and a preparation for Judgement Day and thus,a milestone on the way to an earthly

death which is nothing else than the transition to a different,otherworldly life.But

it also provided a change and enjoyment.

Today, death waits for many Europeans in the barren,unfamiliar atmosphere of

a hospital, more or less a tribute to a long life with hardly any privation and pain.

Most of us wish for an unexpected death with as little pain as possible which makes

us fear it less. The people of the Middle Ages shuddered at this thought. They

preferred a death which allowed them enough time to prepare for the transition

to the hereafter. A lot to do with this is the conviction that, with death, a real

transition to an other world would take place, that the end on earth would only

be a temporary end after which followed life in the hereafter. In the opinion of

the contemporaries, there were two exactly determinable forms of death: the good

death,which gave people enough time to prepare and which announced itself,and

the sudden,premature death, the bad death,which mainly happened to those who

had lived an unchristian life.
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Some pray, others fight, 
others work ¼

As with any time, also the

structure of Europe's medieval

society changed constantly, even

though it was considerably slower

than today. At first, there were

freeborn and not free citizens.

Slaves were as well known in the

early Middle Ages as they were in

antiquity. The later German

words for Slav and slave develo-

ped from the same root as many

slaves were ªimportedº,especially

from Eastern Europe, they were

an important commodity on the

trade routes of that time.Among

the freeborn people was a special

group who owned large estates

that were run by dependents and

unfree people. At the time of the

migration of peoples, some of these landowners became princes (principes),mainly

those who showed military skill and who were great warriors. However, after the

serious threat from outside had subsided, the loose structure of society changed.

Society started to distinguish, now the idea of the two bearing pillars of society,

the divinely-ordained order and the god-given rule by means of birth, which was

created by churchmen, took effect. Now the occidental society was divided into

three orders: the warriors (= nobility), the praying men (clergy) and the workers

(= peasants and soon also freemen). Now noble property often remained for

generations in the hands of one family who steadily exercised and increased power.

Noble dynasties developed.These were powerful or less influential families with

large or smaller property.At first there was no clear border.They were all the great

ones and strived to show their greatness also to the outside by means of promoting

art and culture.Real power and not descent determined social standing at this time.

The majority of the nobles, however, only climbed from servitude or later from
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the urban middle classes towards

the end of the Romanesque

period and afterwards, because

they had laudably supported the

great ones in war or adminis-

tration.

Simultaneously with the

development of nobility as an

estate developed peasantry. The

rusticus of the sources of the 11th

century originally meant all

commoners. Also the peasants

were everything else but a

homogenous group. Here were

also big differences in property.

Influential families were on large

estates with many farm workers,

and a broad,sub-rural class worked

on a small amount of poor land and

could hardly survive. Also the

relations between peasants and lords of the manor were regulated completely

differently from region to region.After the turn of the millennium, the group of

the town dwellers joined the two big social classes, nobility and rural population.

The roots of the medieval town are manifold. Often, episcopal seats are seen as its

actual origins. In late antiquity, the medieval cathedral was usually in the place of

the episcopal church on the outskirts of the town.The cathedral-castle became the

new centre of the settlement which developed at the periphery of the ancient

town. Such towns were built on the foundations of an ancient settlement. Also

important monasteries and pilgrimage churches, originally built at faraway places,

became starting points for industrial settlements which developed into towns.

Something similar is true for various manors and castles or palaces. A further 

town-building element was the market.Already in Carolingian times, local markets

(weekly markets) took place in large numbers. The large, supraregional fairs,

however, took place mainly in the traditional towns from antiquity. And as this

potential was no longer sufficient, new markets were organised in regions with a

17Fig. 10: Page of a calendar from a Salzburg
manuscript,9th century.The illustrations show the
important tasks for every month



prospering economy, such as the Lombardy, Flanders or Champagne. Also

conveniently situated places in coastal areas with their harbours, crossroads of

important trade routes, fords or bridges across rivers as crossroads of waterways and

roads could have a town-building effect. For many towns, simply the location at a

river was characteristic. The coincidence of several favourable conditions is

fundamental for the birth of the medieval town. At the beginning of the

Romanesque period,several different, typical town forms can be identified,which

were either already fully developed or developing, whereas in the Romanesque

countries and in the German Reich, the episcopal towns and centre towns, which

mostly date back to late antiquity, are most important.Their striking characteristic

is the multi-centre layout.The cathedral was always protected by a town wall which

dates back to Roman times.Occasionally there were also further fortified settlement

cells. In their centres were the estates of the spiritual and secular greats.Sometimes,

even larger markets were protected by walls. The once free spaces between the

town centres were more and more densely built up, the houses moved closer and

finally went beyond the town walls ± suburbs arose and,in their surroundings,came

new markets. In France and Spain, but also in parts of Germany, a number of new

market settlements developed. Characteristically for that is a dualistic layout,

consisting of a palace or castle and market settlement outside the castle gate. In

Mediterranean countries,but also in England,new castle towns were created.Their

only centre was the walled-in town, which was mainly constructed in sheltered

mountain or river locations and which protected the rural living space of the

surrounding area.The Hungarian and West Slavonic castle towns were characterised

by a lord's castle with pre-castles and a servant settlement,which was either within

a pre-castle or unprotected outside its walls. A special form of a Slavonic castle

town was the town of the East which could occasionally be distinguished by an

enormous growth. In front of a lord's castle is a spaciously built-up area with 

free-standing houses within enclosed farms.

Before the year 1000 there were no freemen in the town which was still often

the ruling centre, but it was already also a centre of production clearly separated

from the country. Soon the freeman communities strived for self-government and

municipal autonomy, they rose up against their town ruler and proclaimed their

own authority.The ªfreemanº is only the result of this fight of the town commu-

nity against the town ruler.At the top of the rebels are the servants (= ministeria-

lis) of the town ruler, who strived for independence, and the rich traders. Because
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of the conflicts,the legal status of the inhabitants of the town changed fundamentally.

In a long-drawn-out process, a lord's or his servants' or traders' unfree persons

turned into a self-contained municipality.

The emergence of a middle class in the prospering towns is definitely one of

the most far-reaching historical characteristics of the Romanesque age. In this era,

the occidental society, which had a rural character for centuries, slowly began to

change through the urbanisation process.The difference between freeborn and not

free blended together in the urban communities and was replaced by the difference

between the rich and the poor.The rich were the political ruling class,the patricians

who became richer and richer.The poor did not even belong to the freemen, but

to the inhabitants of a town, who fell socially further and further and from among

whom the later so-called urban proletariat started to develop, at first in Italy and

Flanders, in particular in the wool processing and building trade.

However, also in the country, a new social group developed, an upper-class.

In France, the members of this group were called castellanes, in Germany it was

the group of the servants, belligerent men who commanded a castle.They were

the elite among the unfree, from among which arose the knighthood,whose main

tasks were war and battle.The knights were riding soldiers with expensive armament

and war steeds, they were the specialists who dominated the war business.Their

military service was rewarded with spoils of war, but also with the granting of a

fiefdom, for which they took a vassal oath. However, because nobility fought in

the same way and with the same arms, the differences in class started to blur and

a common knightly mentality developed whose values found expression in courtly

culture.Thus,ªknightº is not a homogenous title but the term ranged in meaning

from the professionally armed person, from the ordinary combatant who can just

pay for his armament and who is at the service of a more powerful person, to the

powerful warrior who commanded many castles and vassals. He was landowner,

warrior and servant in one and he revealed a lifestyle which corresponded to his

position.Since the 11th century,the formal act of being knighted was at last required

for official approval.However,still parallel to the development of knighthood,there

was a further distinction in the military field. In battle, the warlords not only had

the knights, whose status had risen considerably, but also mercenaries, who were

much lower down socially.There was no constant dependent relationship to the

military leader but they were recruited for pay for individual war activities.Mostly

they fought on foot and did the dirty work such as slaughtering defeated enemies
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at the battlefield, and sometimes, after fulfilling their duties, they themselves were

massacred by the people or by the knights when looting was to be expected by

them.

The new tendency towards the distinction of society became clearly perceptible,

similar to the towns where,by means of a rigorous division of labour,not only new

professions arose, but also a distinguished social system and, like in the religious

field, above all the monkhood, where since the late 11th century, besides the so far

only order, the Benedictine order, further orders developed from groups that were

willing to reform ± Carthusians, Cistercians, Premonstratencians, Regular Canons

and others. And at the beginning of the 13th century, also the mendicant orders,

mainly Franciscans and Dominicans, increased the variety of orders.The members

of the orders of knights, who

combined monastic life with

the life of a warrior, embodied

a completely new direction.

The new pluralism, the

considerably more distin-

guished offer in ways of life was

an important innovation of the

Romanesque period. One of

its most important character-

istics was the large, newly

arising variety in all fields of

human existence, carried by

the one belief, based on the

one, holy book and the one

Christian-Latin culture. Also,

the local and social mobility of

the people increased:pilgrima-

ges,crusades,colonisation,etc.All this brought manifold contacts,the old-fashioned

estates system slowly began to burst. Soon, one and the same person could take

part in several social systems simultaneously. So, a knight could now also be

middleclass citizen, at the same time courtier, maybe also a member of a

brotherhood. Europe's society became more and more complex.
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The gateway to heaven ...

At the time of the Saxon Emperors,there were people in the Christian Occident

who alone, without taking care of others, wanted to do penance following the

example of the great Fathers of the Church of the East.Mainly in Italy, these people

lived in caves, marshes or other difficult to reach places.

The majority of those who

wanted to live for God looked,

however, for the brotherly

community of a monastery of

which there were many ± from

great, mighty abbeys to small

monk's cells. And, during the

Romanesque period, they

increased in numbers for the

Romanesque era was also a

time of great reform, starting

from the monasteries and sup-

ported by monks,e.g. in Cluny.

From here, the Christian-

European reform movement

proliferated and was spread in

Germany mainly via Hirsau,

which was independent of

secular authorities, and its

congregation. So the foundati-

ons by the Spanheims, St. Paul or Millstatt in Carinthia, or Paulinzella and the

monastery foundation of St. Peter and Paul in Erfurt, both in Thuringia, are to be

seen in this context.The 9th and 10th centuries were full of reports of monastery

lootings by wild hordes.Then, the monkhood was deeply hit to the core. In order

to be protected from such attacks,many monasteries had to place themselves under

the dependence from local noble families who frequently became rich from the

monastic estate and dominated the monks and nuns. Some monasteries were not

even run by an abbot elected by canon law anymore, but by an arbitrarily installed

layman.A farreaching reaction to this is the foundation of the Cluny Monastery

in Burgundy by Duke Wilhelm III of Aquitania. Decisive is here, that Wilhelm
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renounced all rights to Cluny in the foundation privilege and put it under the

protection of the Holy See.He had recognised that the defencelessness and servitude

of the monasteries stood in the way of successful development and often caused a

decline in discipline and mismanagement.Within a short time,Cluny was to become

one of the largest (and in every respect powerful) religious centres. But also the

favourable political situation was beneficial to the monastery in its effort to reform

monkhood.Burgundy neither belonged to the sphere of influence of the German

emperor, nor the French king and the duke of Burgundy only reigned over his

own country estates.The duchy itself was split up into different spheres of influence

which were controlled by several noble families.Sons from these houses went into

Cluny Monastery and its rapidly rising number of subsidiaries in order to live for

God.They exchanged rich estates for the black monk's habit.All abbots of Cluny

descended from Burgundian noble families.Also, a number of old warriors spent

their last days in the monastery to do penance for their sins and reconcile with

God.They were prepared to give the monastery a great deal in return. Many of

their vassals followed their example.The independence of secular and spiritual great

people opened up the possibility for Cluny to push the church reform which was

demanded by the nobility who worried about salvation. The old, and in better

times proven methods were to be revived and come into widespread effect. Once

desirable for the monks were personal poverty, frugality, obedience to the abbot,

devoted service to God and implicit fulfilment of assigned tasks. However, since

the 9th century, fulfilling these duties was largely given up when the raids by the

Normans, Saracens and Hungarians made the Occident bleed and sink very low

morally.Secularisation,claim on church property by unordained abbots and secular

lords as well as lacking protection from the king had led to a spiritual as well as

material decline of the monastic culture.The Cluniac reform opposed all this.The

monastery walls,the protective wall against the assault of satanic crowds,had become

weak.That was to change by the formation of a congregation,a union of monasteries

under the supremacy of Cluny.Already the first abbot ran several monasteries.Due

to the enthusiasm of his successors, the number of Cluniac reform monasteries

increased continuously.Already under Abbot Odilo (  1049), elected in 994, there

were 65,when his successor,Hugo (1048-1109),died there were approx.1180 and

in the late Middle Ages, there were nearly 3,000 monasteries attached to Cluny all

over Europe.Worship and liturgy were the main tasks of the black monks. Altar

sacrament, cross worship and cross symbolism received special attention in Cluny.
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Reminiscent of this are the famous Adelheid cross,a South German cross relic from

the 11th century named after the Hungarian Queen, Adelheid, which is in the

possession of St. Paul Monastery in the Lavanttal Valley today. A procession cross

or altar cross is also kept there from the enamel school of Limoges in Southwest

France from the second quarter of the 13th century,which was an important centre

of high-medieval art, and the Romanesque Christ and the triumph cross from the

cathedral of Halberstadt in Saxony-Anhalt, an impressive example of the Hirsau

architectural school.The Cluniacs also promoted the worship of the Virgin Mary,

the apostles Peter and Paul as well as of Saint Michael the dragon slayer.A wonderful

tapestry from the middle of the 12th century,thus,one of Germany's oldest preserved

tapestries from the Halberstadt cathedral museum, which shows Saint Michael

destroying the beast, is an artistic expression of this worship.

All Cluniac churches shone brightly, showing the way to paradise was best led

via the Cluniac monastery union.This message fell on fertile ground.The warrior

nobility of the time was prepared to pay a high price for their salvation.The rush

to the Cluniac requiem increased ad infinitum. At up to 26 altars, prayers were
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century, St. Paul Monastery
Fig. 14: Romanesque altar crucifix,
crypt in Naumburg Cathedral (1160/70)



spoken continuously for

the salvation of the decea-

sed, in order to snatch their

souls away from the devil.

In memory of all the

deceased believers, Abbot

Odilo introduced the feast

of All Souls' Day in all

Cluniac monasteries on

2nd November, which is

generally celebrated by

means of masses, alms and

psalms. The monastery

union became richer and

richer. As a symbol of this

to be seen from far away, in

the second half of the 11th century,Abbot Hugo ordered the construction of what

was,until the construction of St.Peter's Basilica in Rome (16th century),the largest

cathedral of the Occident, whose model was copied in wide areas of Europe.

The Hirsau reform,

named after the

monastery of Hirsau in the

Black Forest, joined the

Cluniac reform (1079)

and worked mainly in

Swabia, Franconia, Bava-

ria, Hesse, Thuringia,

Austria and Alsace. Thus,

in Erfurt, the largest

building of the Hirsau architectural school in Thuringia can be found,Peterskirche

(St.Peter's Church),a three-nave Romanesque pillar basilica which was constructed

between 1103 and 1147. Although the building was seriously destroyed during

Napoleonic times and misused for decades, one can still see today the monumen-

tal dignity of the building and get an idea of the enormous dynamics and energy

behind the reform movement.
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Fig. 15: St. Michael the dragon slayer, tapestry,
Halberstadt cathedral museum (mid 12th century)

Fig. 16: Erfurt, St. Peter's Church



A special gem is the Paulinzella

Monastery in the Thuringian

Rottenbachtal. Fundamental parts

of the monastery church conse-

crated in 1124 arose following the

model of the mother monastery of

Hirsau and also corresponded to the

ideal of Cluny in their realisation.

Soon the call for reforms was heard

again because mainly the Cluniacs

and the monasteries of the empire

in Germany had become wealthy.

The central motive of poverty as a symbol of the renunciation of the world had

fallen into oblivion. Now, not only the monasteries, but the entire Church was to

be renewed.A new world view became noticeable which,considerably clearer than

before, made a distinction between the secular and the spiritual. In the so-called

Investiture Controversy, popes of the late 11th century programmatically tried to

deprive the German king, who was at the same time Roman emperor, of his

traditional supremacy of the Church and also of the empire's dioceses and

monasteries.The institution of the monarchy was to be subordinated to papacy.

The clergy, monks and nuns were to differ clearly in their way of life from secular

people.Also their salvation was endangered as there were repeatedly two competing

popes, who excommunicated each other with their devotees and thus delivered

them to terrible eternal agony. How could one know who the divinely-ordained

pope was and if one had chosen the right side? Therefore, many people, someti-

mes entire families,decided to turn their backs on the world and go into a monastery

or even to become a hermit.Thus,Bishop Otto of Bamberg ( ²1139) alone founded

22 monasteries to create a shelter for all those who,at the sight of the forthcoming

Last Judgement,wanted to turn their backs on the world.Particularly the Investiture

Controversy drove many disoriented, religious nobles into the monasteries.At the

same time, the rich Benedictine monasteries did not give the impression of

renunciating the world.Therefore,new monastic models were developed.Voluntary

poverty for Christ's will became the important phrase.New orders arose.The reform

orders of the Carthusians, Cistercians and Premonstra-tencians were founded in

the late 11th and early 12th
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centuries and spread

quickly: the Premon-

stratencian canons in

Magdeburg, from where

they did missionary work

in the Slavonic area, the

Cister-cians in today's

Slovenian Sti_na (Sittich)

or in Viktring in Carinthia.

The people who went into

the monasteries ever-

ywhere were mainly

people who had lived normal lives. Unlike the hermit retreats, the monastery was

usually not a secluded place and constituted a centre of spirituality throughout the

entire era.With the exception of the enclosure (in Havelberg the enclosure of the

Premonstratencian canon monastery is completely preserved), seldom two

enclosures (like in the Naumburg Cathedral where both of the monasteries at the

church were provided with one), the withdrawal area of the monks from this world,

it opened its gates to the outside world. Buildings were adjacent to its walls, which

served as solidarity with the world.There,hospitality was provided,alms were handed

out, pilgrims, sick and poor people were received and taken care of. Next to these

hospices were the huts of numerous servants. They worked in the fields, in the

gardens and in the workshops since the monastery was mostly also a flourishing

economic complex with rich property. So, in particular the Cistercians were the

most progressive economic factor with their estates (granges), their water and coal

and steel technologies and their business with urban estates.The work of the monks

was different.They devoted their lives to liturgy and were of noble descent until

the emergence of the mendicant orders.They were the crack troops in the fight

against evil. With their prayers, battle chants and Lenten acts of penance, they

defended Christendom against the hostilities of evil. And, from the 12th century,

some of them took up arms for their belief as members of orders of knights.
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