
Young monks often went

into a monastery early in life.

As boys, they were offered by

their families as sacrificial

offerings (oblatio). For the

noble families,it was reassuring

to know that one of their

family members was a devout

man praying in a monastery.

Often,sickly boys were chosen

for this purpose.This way, they

were no longer a burden for

their families and were, at the

same time, close to God.With

a large donation to the

monastery, parents were

relieved from all concerns of

care and upbringing. Apart

from the boys, also old men lived there who, after a dissolute life, awaited death in

a monk's habit in the hope of at least part remission of their sins.After all,everyone

needs helpers when they face God's countenance and,in the angel's dress of the

monk, there probably would be some. For the monastic community, it was simply

a stroke of luck for material reasons that great people wanted to die in their

monastery, and also, the monastery's estimation rose accordingly. Of course young

men, who were tired of the dissolute lifestyle, also went into a monastery on their

own initiative or found a community of monks.They were looking for the meaning

of life.And often,as Bernhard of Clairvaux or St.Francis of Assisi, it is exactly those

ones who became the actual upholders of the (differently interpreted) idea of

monks. The cohabitation of people of such different origins, ways of life and

education was not easy but the absolute obedience to the abbot and the implicit

compliance with the monastic rule fused them together and made an effective

weapon out of them in the fight against evil.

The first task of the monk was to pray for nobility.The joint prayers were a

guarantee for joint salvation.The individual did not count in this society which

was dominated by  wordings and gestures.At first it happened in Northern France
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Fig. 19: A father gives his son along with a large
donation to a Benedictine abbot (ªOblationº), book
illumination, Admont Monastery, first half 13th

century 



in the 11th century, then only occasionally, then

towards the end of the Romanesque period more

often, that there was a separation of the individual

from the collective mentality. In the sepulchre cult,

for example,this became perceptible by the increased

value of physicality. The tomb lost its anonymity,

which it had had for hundreds of years,and the human

body regained importance. The real, however

unrealistic image moved to the centre, at first, of the

courtly tomb art and then it became important in all

wealthy circles of society. An attractive example of

this development can be found in the crossing of the

Merseburg Cathedral ± the tomb slab of Rudolf of

Rheinfelden, a bas-relief on a gold-coated bronze

slab which is Germany's oldest dated portrait tomb

(after 1080).

The monks worked for the well-being of their

benefactors and, in return, they received plenty of

alms. Similar to the military, those who died in the

fight for Christ received everything they needed to

fulfil their task. This was also a reason for the

emergence of wealthy monasteries everywhere.The

Romanesque culture was dominantly male. At that

time, convents were rare and their numbers only increased from the 12th century

onwards, parallel to the so-called individualisation process. The development

became distinct with the example of the worship of Christ. At the time of the

Saxon Emperors, still a ruthless ruler, Christ slowly turned into the loving brother

of man and the groom of the soul of mysticism. Religious thinking and feeling

shifted towards the suffering Son of God who had become human. Connected

with this is also the increasing interest in Jesus'Mother,which is shown impressively

in the example of the famous sculpture of blessing Mary with the Child from Erfurt

Cathedral (mid 12th century), the oldest sculpture of its kind, but also in the new

type of a breastfeeding Madonna (Maria lactans),which can be seen in an excellently

preserved sculpture in Friesach's museum on the Petersberg (originally on display

in St. Peter's Church in 1230).
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Fig. 20:Tomb slab of Rudolf
of Rheinfelden, Merseburg
Cathedral (after 1080)



The monasteries are (to this day) also treasuries. Here, the relics of the saints are

kept, as God's pure fighters are among the few privileged who were allowed to

keep treasures. In the relics, the impregnation of earthly life with the wonders of

the otherwordly life takes place.Prayers are spoken in front of them,their wondrous

power is implored. By means of them, the saints, the stars of the Christian belief,

help sinners especially in the decisive moment of passing over from this life to the

hereafter. Most people were convinced that a life in the hereafter came after life

on earth and that death was only the transition from one dimension to another.

However, one of the main functions of the saints was also to stand by the sick

believers.They must heal by miracles.Many abbeys were constructed on the tomb

of a saint.Also, the veneration of the saints, like many other things, was subject to

changes in trends. Early Christianity had only known one sort of saint with the

martyrs.They had entered into the glory of heaven because of the heroic succession

of Christ's passion. Since the end of the persecution of Christians, a new type of

saint appeared with the confessors, ascetics and monks.They had all spread and

defended the belief. In this regard, the life (vita) of St. Martin of Tours became

determining.With the Carolingian era,increasingly the members of the social upper

class were worshipped as saints.The so-called type of noble saints enjoyed great

popularity.Finally, in the Romanesque era, the clergy praised the figure of the holy

king and the holy queen besides the missionary saints, for example, Heinrich II

and his wife, Kunigunde, who reigned over the people according to church rules.

In 993, Pope John XV (985-996) carried out the first canonisation known to us

by ordering the public reverence of Bishop Ulrich (² 973) of Augsburg, mainly
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Fig. 21: Maria lactans,
Friesach (1230)

Fig. 22: Blessing Mary with the Child, Erfurt Cathedral 
(mid 12th century) 



because of the miracles he had performed and thus,sanctioning an already existing

worship by means of papal regulation. In the 11th century, the word canonizare

arose and established itself in the 12th century. Now the canonisation was declared

a papal prerogative.The canonisation procedure was regulated definitively on the

fourth Lateran Council in 1215 where the worship of relics without papal

permission was forbidden, which also included the right to forbid or sanction

worship.In the course of the Cluniac and Gregorian reforms,the spiritual character

of the veneration of the saints increased. It was always actual piety (tombs, relics,

mementos),which increased during the Romanesque period.Underlying this was

the belief in the real presence of the saints in their tombs.Their images as well as

their biographies multiplied.This led to putting the black St.Maurice in the upper

choir of Magdeburg Cathedral and the fresco of St. Romanus on Friesach's

Petersberg. Of greatest importance for the representation of saints was the

consecrated altar which was always equipped with relics.

Following the apocalypse quote of

the souls under the heavenly altar

(Book of Revelations 6,9),the relics,

the physical remains of the saints

were kept at or under the church

altars. And they worked wonders

because they had the divine virtus.

That is why they were visited by the

believers.Since the 10th century,also

for the relics, reliquaries and

sculptures ornate with gold and

precious stones were made.Since the

second half of the 11th century arm

reliquaries, which are still preserved

everywhere in museums and in the

treasuries of cathedrals and

monasteries in the CADSES area,

from Quedlinburg to Halberstadt,

Klagenfurt and St. Paul in the

Lavanttal Valley to Modena. The

oldest of these statues is the reliquary
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Fig. 23: St. Romanus, mural painting,
Petersberg/Friesach (second quarter 12thcentury) 



of St. Faith of Conques-en-Rouergue.The monks cultivated the worship of relics

near the sepulchral monuments. For the deceased, there was no final resting place

which was more desirable than the one near the tomb of a saint or at least near

the relics.Therefore, the choir, which was the place closest to the remains of the

saints, was the most desirable and, at the same time,also the most expensive burial

place. That is why the founder's tomb of the Paulinzella monastery church ±

originally the monastery,a Cluniac subsidiary,had typically been called Mary's cell

± is also under the choir which is also where all the crypts, e.g. in Magdeburg,

Quedlinburg,Naumburg and Merseburg,Gurk,Maria W!rth,Nonantola,Modena

or Fanano, can be found.The presence of the monks alone was enough to hope

for a better hereafter.They were not only warriors for God and upholders of the

worship of the dead but they were, at the same time the preservers of the 

forefathers' knowledge. In countless hours of painstaking work, knowledgeable

monks copied old writings. Others taught their contents in the monk schools,

researching and increasing the knowledge of that time. In this way, the monastery

became the most important transmitter of cultural values of the time.Furthermore,

at that time,ªeducationº always meant the education to discipline and formation

of personality.

The heavenly Jerusalem ...

The church was seen as the image of the ªHeavenly Jerusalemº by

contemporaries. Exemplary for the occidental churches were the basilicas which

Constantine the Great (306-337) had constructed in Rome, Constantinople and

Jerusalem. Also the Romanesque cathedrals arose from this determining type of

construction.The architectural style was to impart Christian belief,the cross-shaped

layouts were to evoke, for example, the death of Jesus or were even identified with

his body, and the apse, the focus of the believers when praying, was located in the

east, in the direction of the sunrise and Jerusalem,symbolising the triumph of light

over darkness, God over evil, eternity over death.

First, the church was provided with its holiness by means of the liturgical

consecration by the bishop with holy water, chrism, sacred letters and light. It

manifested itself, however, also in shapes.The interpretation of the long church,

the dominant type of construction in the Romanesque period, as via sacra,the

penance path to the sanctissimum held in the choir,corresponds to the

understanding of the epoch.The portal separates the secular outside world from
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the religious world inside and is therefore marked

with symbols and sculptures which direct an

appeal to the outsiders. The Porta Regia at the

southern side of Modena Cathedral with its

column-bearing lions is an excellent example for

that, as well as the portal of the abbey church of

Nonantola. The frequent representation of lion

pairs at church entrances mainly in Northern Italy,

however, occasionally also points to the function

of the portal as a place of judgement in the style

of Salomon's throne, which is said to have been

flanked by two lions.The now destroyed Porta dei

Mesi of Ferrara Cathedral had this task in the

1140s. To the north of the Alps, red gates in

cathedrals identified them as places of judgement

(e.g.Magdeburg or Erfurt).Since antiquity, the colour red was considered a symbol

of power and status and was widespread as the colour of judgement in the Middle

Ages, particularly in connection with blood jurisdiction. On the tympanum of

Romanesque churches, Christ is very often shown, like in Gurk Cathedral

(Carinthia), holding in his hands an open book with the bible quote, ªI am the

wayº. Also, the interior of the churches was divided up into zones of different

religious dignity, easily recognisable with the help of architecture (more or less

complicated types of vault,different floor levels) and design (architectural sculptures,

colours).The centres of the inner-church sacredness were always the altars with

the relics of the saints, but also the crypts were places of special sacredness in many

Romanesque churches as it was

there that the tomb or reliquary of

the most important saint was

worshipped. The multi-nave hall

crypts of the 11th and 12th centu-

ries were designed for the many

people looking for salvation,

whereas time and again, sick

people would spend the night

there and implore a miracle.
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Fig. 24: Cathedral of Modena,
ºKing's Portalº

Fig. 25: Nonantola Abbey,
hall crypt (after 1120)



The crypt, with its 100 columns, of

Gurk Cathedral with the tomb of

St. Hemma (1174), the crypt of

Modena Cathedral (around 1106)

or the hall crypt of Nonantola (after

1120) are among the most

important Romanesque crypts.

The monasteries of the Hirsau

congregation, however, mainly renounced the construc-tion of crypts. Their

veneration of the saints concentrated on the main apse where there were often

several altars with relics.

Since the 11th century, the clergy

showed their corporative self-

image, which had priority over the

laypersons, by attaching massive

rood screens, often several metre

high fixtures such as the eastern

rood screen of Naumburg

Cathedral dating back to around

1240, Germany's oldest complete, preserved hall rood screen, the fantastic rood

screen, richly decorated with figures, of Modena Cathedral (started in 1184), or

the huge curtains instead of an rood screen like in Magdeburg Cathedral by which

presbytery and layman nave were separated from one another. The choir, the

sanctuary, where the main altar was located, was the heart of every church. It was

the privilege of the clergy belonging to the church to be next to this place.Therefore,

their seats could be found in the

choir. Occasionally, also the choir

screens were used for religious

messages, such as in the Liebfrau-

enkirche (Church of Our Lady) in

Halberstadt where, by means of a

bas-relief which shows Christ,

Mary and the 12 apostles, a relati-

onship between the members of the

collegiate monastery and the apost-

Fig. 26: Cathedral of Modena, hall crypt

Fig. 27: Naumburg Cathedral, ªEastern Rood
Screenº (around 1240)

Fig. 28: Cathedral of Modena, rood screen
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les is made. Similar to the choirs in the churches, royal and archiepiscopal chapels

in palaces and castles were designed hierarchically as double chapels, whereby the

upper floor and the gallery were left to the founder's family.

In the Romanesque period,churches became the bearer of religious instructive

pictures and sculptures to a considerably larger extent than in earlier times.The

church entrance in particular was provided with figural iconography,which referred

to its function as the house of God and his saints,as the heavenly Jerusalem on

earth.The concrete religious understanding of the time lastingly appeared in the

representations which give us an idea of the unimpeachable divine system and the

collective idea of God.Again and again,the merciless ruler God of the early Church

faces us, the pantocrator, the relentless ruler of the noble church, as he is so often

represented on the outside of churches in imitation of Byzantine models. The

absolute hierarchical thought becomes noticeable, the order of precedence of the

epoch, which assigns a corresponding place to everyone, in this life as well as in

the hereafter. Also in the interior of the house of God, one is accompanied by

didactic architectural sculpture. Since the 12th century, above all the rood screens

imparted Christian doctrine by means of sculpture and relief work and told of

personalities from church history (in Modena, for example, the rood screen reliefs

represent parts of Christ's passion), and free-standing worship statues referred to

saints and their miracles by means of characteristics familiar to everyone.They show

us that the saints were also humans once and were thus confronted with evil.They

had been tortured,maltreated and massacred for their faith.But now they reap their

reward in heaven as vassals of the king of heaven. Sometimes, like in Magdeburg

Cathedral, columns are symbols of the saints and the saints are considered to be

the carriers of heaven.

Tympanums, capitals, bases,

apses, etc. are covered with

reliefs, which narratively or

just symbolically preach the

eternal truths of salvation.So,

the tympanum relief

sculpture at the west portal of

the collegiate church of

Millstatt shows Christ

blessing, and abbot Heinrich
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Fig. 29: Collegiate church of Millstatt/Carinthia,
tympanum relief at the west portal



kneeling in front of him

with the model of the

twin-towered church as

well as the sun, moon and

stars ± symbols of the

unchangeable, static

universe and, on the great

ambo of Santa Maria in

Castello in Carpi,province

of Modena, there are

symbols of the four

evangelists. Already when

approaching a church,

believers are confronted with the apparition of God (theophany). In Magdeburg

Cathedral, there had apparently been four crosses attached to the four sides of the

choir so that the officiating clergy always had Christ directly in front of them.

However, even the exterior walls of the churches were provided with religious

symbols, with the divine Maiestas, with representations of the Last Judgement,

excerpts of Christ's life and selected passages from the Bible, or with only God's

hand.The stone tablets on the fa"ade of Modena Cathedral with representations

of the Genesis are an excellent example for this, as well as the bas-reliefs on the

exterior surface of the portal legs of the abbey church of Nonantola.The motifs

of the months on the portals in Parma,Modena and Ferrara,however,show subtle,

narrative contents with scenes from rural village life. More and more figural objects

Fig. 30:Ambo of Santa Maria in Castello in Carpi

Fig. 31: Cathedral of Modena, stone reliefs at the fa!ade of the cathedral

35



36

Fig. 32:Tapestry from Halberstadt's
Domschatz (around 1150)

Fig. 33: Romanesque bell chasuble, St. Paul
Monastery (second quarter 12th cebtury)

appear,such as baptismal fonts,pulpits and many other similar objects,which convey

educative contents. The paraments, chalices, chasubles and book covers provide

infinite possibilities for visual catechesis. Here, the three famous monumental

tapestries in Halberstadt's Domschatz (cathedral treasury) dating back to around

1150 must be mentioned ± the so-called Abraham's tapestry is Europe's oldest

woven tapestry  ± or the unique Southwest German bell chasuble with figures of

saints and representations from the Old and New Testaments from the first half of

the 12th century, which came from St. Blasien Monastery in the Black Forest to 

St.Paul Monastery.(Abb.33) And,of course,this function was taken on by painting,

in particular after the 12th century, because it is, as Honorius of Autun clearly

expressed in the first half of the 12th century, the book of the laypersons, the scores

of people who are neither able

to read nor write. In Friesach's

Ruperti-kapelle (St. Rupert's

Chapel), in Maria W!rth's

wonderful Winterkirche

(Winter Church) but also in the

Bishop's Chapel of Gurk, the

monastery church of Erfurt or

in the cloister of SticÏna,

contemporary mural paintings

can still be admired.
Fig. 34: Maria W"rth,`Winter Church', mural
painting, detail



... and the fear of the time 
after that

If one believes the

Romanesque buildings,

the fear of the devil and his

squadrons must have been

immeasurable because

they are dotted with

monstrous, terrifying and

disgusting figures. There

are countless brackets that

support devils or bases

with grotesque demon

faces, above all, also the beast columns with their jumble of monsters, climbing

plants and people in battle. In the collegiate church of Millstatt or on the capitals

of the principal building of the basilica of Quedlinburg there is an abundance of

such representations.Of particular cultural-historic interest is a relief from Modena

Cathedral from the 1130s (today Museo Lapidario in Modena),which shows a girl

with a peculiar snake bird.

The sculptor combines two perverse natures here ± the nature of the girl, who

for this time period was

represented remarkably

naturalistic,and the nature of

the threatening animal. Eve

turns into the snake and

becomes a diabolical

monster in which different

forms of the devilish are

combined, the basilisk, half

rooster and half reptile, the

king of the diabolic monsters

and also the dragon, the

representation of chaos and

disorder.The punishment for

the Fall of Man is terrible.
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Fig. 35: Collegiate church of Millstatt, west portal,
demon faces

Fig. 36: Cathedral of Modena, Museo Lapidario, girl with
basilisk, bas-relief



Equally great in numbers are the initial miniatures in the manuscripts, whose

contents are the harassment of humans by demons in different variations.All these

repre-sentations show us that the religious area of the Romanesque period must

have been very fearful.Mainly the projection of fear towards non-human creatures

increased considerably, to demons that emerged from hell and pursued humans.

Now this fear of the devil, which in the early Middle Ages was mostly limited to

monkhood, also seized large parts of the population.Why did the representation

of the devilish increase immensely, precisely in Romanesque art?

The reform movement, which led to an internalisation of religious contents

and thus also to the fear of the devil by all social classes, appeared to be one of the

reasons for this.Parallel to that,celibacy was implemented in the priesthood,which

resulted in more aggressive and fearful projections by forced sexual frustration.

Another important reason for the increase of such fears was also the confrontation

of the Church with the radical dualism of different, at this time prospering sects,

in particular with the counter-church of the Catharans since the 1140s, the first

real alternative to Catholicism since its beginnings.Due to the involuntarily intense

dealings with these teachings, which in the end led to bloody crusades against the

ªdevil admirersº, it reached an intensification of the anyway latent dualism of the

Roman Church. Also the Investiture Controversy contributed its share to the

demonisation of the world as the German Reich and the Latin Church intensively

placed demonisation on each other thereby generally promoting the distribution

of the devilish in words and pictures. Gregorians diabolised Heinrich IV and his

official successors up to Frederick II, the royal counterpropaganda declared Pope

Gregory VII a son of Satan and his followers a diabolical rabble.An important reason

for the demonisation of the world in the Romanesque period lies also in the

emotional sensitising of the people, typical for the 12th and 13th centuries, which

showed itself in courtly love, the literature of courtly love, but also in the actual

mysticism. If it is true that the people of this time became more susceptible to

emotional impulses, that they valued them as being higher than before, reflected

more on them, talked, sang, wrote more often about them, then it is no wonder

that also the negative aspects, the darkness of emotional life, were in the same way

more clearly felt and made a subject of discussion,also in the fine arts. Finally,

another factor to be considered has to do with the increasing hostility towards

outsiders and fringe groups,like the Jews:the basic,frightening social and economic

changes due to the fast emergence of towns, which completely changed the
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traditional, divinely-ordained power structure and at times complicated the

situation of individuals in their eventful lives.Altogether caused an increase in the

projection of fear to worldly as well as non-human creatures,to Satan and his rabble,

in the thoughts of Christians compared with earlier times.The countless sermons,

where the most terrible ideas of hell and demons were spread, also contributed

their share to this.

The representations of monsters in churches and books, which were always to

be understood as demons or personified vices, probably had several functions to

fulfil: they were deliberately used in order to indoctrinate the laymen with the fear

of the devil, to frighten the viewers, to exhort them to a Christian life.As a Spanish

bishop explicitly expressed around 1230, when he said that such sculptures were

displayed in churches in order to frighten the people and keep them from

committing sinful deeds.So increasingly,fears of evil powers were created,in which

of course also the clergy themselves believed. Man was threatened by evil

everywhere.The most dominant is the threatening message on the tympanums at

the west entrances of the churches where the Last Judgement gains acceptance as

a theme. Friedrich Heer called such representations ªconcentration camp reality

in this church hellª.The fears, however, also served,perhaps only unwittingly, as a

means of power because the Church also offered solutions from the diabolic disaster,

such as confession, penance or conversion.Also, the fear of the hereafter was put

in concrete terms by means of the solid illustrations of evil. Perhaps by sculpting

the great enemy in stone, he should be

banished if not conquered, like in the

cloister of the collegiate church of Millstatt

where a female figure,perhaps a symbol of

the Ecclesia,holds a demon on a chain.And

the people ªknewº very well how the

hereafter looked.Dreamers,visionaries,the

main protagonists of revelation literature ±

and these were mainly men in this time of

distinct patriarchal structure of society ±

performed the transition from the real

world to another dimension, from where

they brought back fragmentary knowledge

of the experience on their return.Both the
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visionaries and those who wrote down their reports as well as their addressees were

convinced of the reality of the experience, whereas all social classes succumbed to

the fascination of the forceful accounts of the travellers between the worlds to the

same extent.Through those, they knew exactly how it looked in heaven and hell

and what happened ªover thereº.They knew about the continuous fight of angels

and saints against the demons for every single soul as reported by the chosen few,

such as by the esteemed Italian cardinal bishop,Petrus Damiani, in the 11th century,

and they were afraid of a similar end to their lives.The Romanesque era, with its

definite religious ideas, described the otherwordly spaces topographically rich in

detail and geographically exact.Therefore, the contemporaries knew the terrible

agony very well, which was recounted far more often and in more detail than the

experiences in heaven were, and it could convince through an incredible variety

of tortures which were of an intensity close to reality.Their description and the

possibilities to avoid the punishments are the main issues.The punishment of the

sinners and the reward of the orthodox inform us about the sense of justice and

the moral ideals of the time. In hell, from the 12th century, when the purgatory as

the stop between heaven and hell was given its name, the souls of the unrepentant

were disfigured in different ways.The tortures always had symbolic character and

proved the high significance of the punishments of reflection in the medieval sense

of justice. All law is divine law, and also the punishments were oriented towards

God the judge.Therefore, the Old Testament talion principle was always applied

as the representations on the tympanums and capitals prove so powerfully to us:

profiteers had to drink liquid gold or silver, forgers were boiled, voluptuaries must

incessantly have sexual intercourse with disgusting demons or their genitals were

incessantly tortured, murderers were incessantly tortured, etc.And all, clergy and

laypersons alike, were afraid of this and were prepared to give for their salvation.

The representations also show us comparisons with current schools of thought.

So the platonic-dualistic belief in a separation of body and soul after death was

firmly established in the Romanesque period which is, for example, documented

by means of the representations of souls which are being pulled out of bodies.The

Aristotelian idea of the unity of body and soul, however, which began to catch on

in the 13th century, was still not accepted in Romanesque art.
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Also great politics are made ...

The liberation from the great threats from the outside which had held back the

development of the Western European regions and of today's CADSES area,became

increasingly noticeable after the 10th century. During this time, the eastern half of

the former Carolingian empire of Karl the Great turned into the centre of a new,

rising empire. It was not by chance that German kings were crowned emperors in

Rome. Even though this title was not combined with political gain of power or

great material benefits, it was certainly desirable for prestige.And, in this epoch of

self-promotion and appearances, honour could not easily be compensated with

material goods. But how did that come about?

In the 10th century,the political focus of the Occident was shifted to the regions

east of the Rhine.The two central Carolingian areas, the Gallo-Romance West-

Frankish West and the East-Frankish German East, grew apart from each other

politically,without the latter having grown together to form a new politicalcultural

unity with all the regions which were annexed to it by the expansion of the em-

pire ± Burgundy, wide regions of Italy, the Provence and the east and southeast of

Europe. Quite the reverse, Europe began to discover its variety under the Saxon-

Frankish rulers.Under the cloak of the ªempireº, from which France and England

fell out anyway,Europe's modern nation statehood prepared itself,whose provisional

end is the European Union.

In the year 911, the last East-Frankish king from the House of the Carolingians

had died and with him the dynasty died out too, which had forced the people of

a huge empire into a common state. After King Conrad's I failed attempt at

unification,he designated the powerful Saxon Prince,Heinrich,to be his successor,

who was elected the common king by Franks and Saxons in Fritzlar in 919.Through

alliances with the higher nobility, he soon succeeded in consolidating the power

of the kingdom.At the same time, his main attention was turned to the renewal

of the army. So he had border castles constructed against Slavs and Hungarians in

Saxony and Thuringia, which he developed into administration centres. Soon,

success arose. For the first time, his armoured army of knights defeated the

Hungarians,who were considered to be invincible, in the battle at the Unstrut near

Merseburg in 933.The wild rider hordes,which murdered and pillaged everywhere,

had bled the declining Carolingian Empire dry for decades.

In 955, Heinrich's son, Otto I, was to finally end the era of raids to the west by

the steppe riders with a victory at Augsburg. In the fight against the Slavs in the
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east, Heinrich was

able to move the

borders of the

empire forward and

forced the Bohemi-

ans with an iron

hand to fealty. In

Italy, however, the

great Saxon was not

able to prevail against

the local noble

power. Nevertheless, the German Reich was insofar united when Heinrich I died

that his son,Otto I (936-973),could succeed to the throne unhindered.He became

the founder of a new type of stable royal power by promoting, besides the secular

greats of his empire who had caused him difficulty at the beginning of his reign,

also an ecclesiastical civil service of the empire as a second base of his power.Under

Otto began the development of the later so-called Ottonian-Salian empire church

system. Now the empire church had a particularly important function. Otto had

succeeded at being consulted about the determination of a new bishop or abbot

at all episcopal sees of his empire and also at the empire monasteries and was also

able to make decisions in many cases.More and more,they recalled candidates who

had proven themselves in the area of the court chapel, the political centre of the

empire.The episcopal churches and abbeys, which were filled with well-indoctri-

nated men who were beholden to the ruling house, were granted gifts of land,

immunities and special sovereign rights (e.g. market, mint, customs) by the kings.

In return, they had to provide armed forces for the army of the empire, diploma-

tic services and political advice and had to accommodate the royal court occasio-

nally and support them morally by means of public prayers.ªThe expansion of the

German Reich and the expansion of the Christian Church were thus identical.º

(Ernst Pitz) And ªthe Churchº also began to set up great cultural activities. Under

Otto I,the occidental imperial rule underwent a brilliant renewal.His Italian policy

and coronation as emperor in the year 963 linked to it, led to the close connection

characteristic of the entire future of medieval politics of the empire, between the

German monarchy and the Roman imperial rule.With that, at the same time, an

important condition for the Saxon Emperors' plans for a mission reaching far to
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the east was created, which did not mean anything else but that the hordes with

their swords came after the men with the cross in order to enlarge the Saxon sphere

of influence. In the fight against the Slavs, their obligation to pay ground rent was

extended up to the river Oder, the Bohemians were ªdisciplinedº again after fal-

ling away from the empire, and the Hungarians were finally put in their place. In

France,however,Otto saved the Carolingian western empire (946),which had been

wrecked due to internal turmoil, by means of diplomatic interventions.

Nevertheless, the Slavonic East went its own way.The beginnings of the Polish

state are largely a mystery.The first signs of consolidation of the rule of the Polans

could already be seen in the 9th century and, in the second half of the 10th cen-

tury, Prince Mieszko was the ruler of a firm state.Around the mid 960s, he mar-

ried the daughter of the Bohemian duke and adopted Christianity following the

Latin rite, due to political calculation, for himself and his people. Bohemian mis-

sionaries worked in Poland and were hardly met with stiff opposition from the pa-

gans as they did not have a powerful priestly caste. In 968, a mission diocese was

created in Posen and placed directly under the command of Rome.Mieszko's wise

decision to bring Christianity to his country himself prevented the Polish tribes

from becoming involved in incessant fights with their Christian neighbours and

being wiped out as exactly this was to happen to the Slavs at the Elbe and the Bal-

tic, who were assimilated by their Christian neighbours by the 12th century. Now

it was the Poles who,on the pretext of the pagan mission,constantly enlarged their

sphere of influence.

In the meantime, Otto I continued his

politics regardless.After adverting the dan-

ger of the Hungarians, he saw it as an im-

portant task to subdue the barbaric Nor-

thwest Slavs and to conquer their country.

In doing so,new riches would be made ac-

cessible and the pagans would be conver-

ted to Christianity. German conquests of

Slavonic regions as far as the Oder charac-

terised this expansionism. The establish-

ment of the archbishopric of Magdeburg

(968), to which the young bishoprics of

Brandenburg and Havelberg (established in
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948) were assigned, as well as the plan for the foundation of the new bishoprics of

Merseburg (the Ottonian cathedral, one of Central Germany's oldest buildings, is

still partly preserved), Zeitz (transferred to Naumburg in 1028) and Meiûen can

be seen as corner stones for this. Mainly Heveller and Milzen were affected by the

expansionist tendencies of the Saxons, while the well-organised large tribe of the

Obodrites with their centre in Mecklenburg were able to defend themselves for a

long time. However, after a serious defeat (954/55), they were even with Otto I

and the Slavonic dynasty was integrated in the German higher nobility over the

following decades.At his last great imperial parliament in Quedlinburg (973),Otto

I pushed the creation of the bishopric of Prague through, which was to be placed

under the command of Mainz, to strengthen the church organisation of the duchy

of Bohemia. Otto's corpse was buried in Magdeburg Cathedral, already the burial

place of his first wife,Editha.The emperor's sarcophagus from 973 is still preserved

in its original form (stucco with ancient marble slab). His successor, Otto II 

(973-983), continued the politics of his father without being able to set special

courses. After initial successes against Byzantium in Southern Italy, he suffered a

crushing defeat (982) against the Arabians of Sicily and died shortly afterwards.The

direct consequence was that the Bohemians, Poles and Slavs at the Elbe fell away

from the empire. In 983, the Lutizen, an alliance of Slavonic peasant warriors,

invaded Havelberg's bishop castle and Brandenburg, two important centres of

Christian imperial omnipresence and expelled the bishops and their entourage.

The Elbe was crossed and Magdeburg, with the seat of the archbishop, was

threatened. Only by a supreme effort could a Saxon army hold back the advances

by the Slavs.The land between the Oder and the Elbe, however, remained lost to

the German Reich. In 985, Mieszko of Poland voluntarily subordinated to King

Otto III, who was five years old at that time. So, he succeeded after his death in

leaving a fairly stable, 250,000 sq km large empire to his four sons, of which the

oldest, Boleslaw Chrobry, prevailed in the outbreaking succession fights. Already

in the first years of his rule, he was able to expel his uncle of the same name, the

duke of Bohemia, from Little Bohemia and to consolidate his control at the mouth

of the Vistula.However,Boleslaw could not reach his aim,the conquest of Bohemia.

On the other hand, he was always loyal to the empire of Otto III. Under Otto, the

Italian politics of the family reached their peak, but failed in the end. In 996, Otto

set off for Rome to receive the imperial crown and to turn the town into a centre

of a new world empire:Renovatio Imperii Romanorum.However, the Romans could
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not see anything positive in Otto's

politics of renewal and so he was ob-

liged to leave Rome. Soon after, he

fell seriously ill and died at the age of

22.The rule over the empire in Italy

collapsed.Also the coronation of the

Hungarian Grand Duke, Stephan I,

in Gran, today's Esztergom, to the

apostolic king (1001) and the

promotion of the Polish capital,

Gnesen, to an archbishopric (1000), under whose command the bishoprics of

Cracow, Breslau and Kolberg were put, are to be seen in connection with Otto's

ªidea of Europeº, the effort to bring the still pagan world of the East to the culture

of the Occident. This way, the countries were to be put out of reach from the

Byzantine imperial rule in a political as well as a religious respect and to be opened

to the culture of the Occident.

With the death of Otto III in 1002, the male descendants of Heinrich I died

out. By turning away from Otto's reno-

vation policy and turning his back on

the idea of the Frankish empire,

Heinrich II succeeded in stabilising royal

reign in the empire again. Less success-

ful were his activities in the east.There,

he fought for years with varying degrees

of success against Boleslaw Chrobry,

with whom he had clashed because of

the rule in Bohemia. Finally, the Polish

prince was able to prevail and defend the

western border of his empire.The deaths

of Heinrich II and Pope Benedict VIII

almost at the same time in July 1024 even

allowed the Pole to realise his plans of

coronation.He was sent the crown from

Rome and put it on his head himself on

Christmas Day in the year 1024.
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Since Heinrich had died without

leaving a natural heir, with Conrad II,

the princes elected the Frankish

(=Salian) House to the leading position

of the empire.He waged war successfully

against Boleslaw's successors in an

alliance with Bohemia and the

Principality of Kiev. Mieszko II had to

renounce the crown at Merseburg in

1033 and had to accept the supremacy

of the emperor. After his death, Poland

became covered in the blood of the

succession disputes and, in 1038, the

Bohemian duke was able to loot Cracow

and Gnesen and annex Silesia without any problems.

The historical importance of the Ottonian dynasty lies mainly in the fact that,

in over 100 years of their kingdom, the complex process of the creation of the

German Reich had largely been concluded. In their time, Saxons, whose country

had never been a central area of the Frankish empire, but also Poles, Bohemians

and Hungarians had found the union to ªEuropeº. In particular the Saxon

Emperors'wives played a decisive role in the development of science and art.Only

Theophanu, the wife of Otto II, a Byzantine princess,enabled the Occident

productive access to the Byzantine culture that was outstanding at that time.The

convents of Gandersheim and Quedlinburg,the latter is the burial place of Heinrich

I and his wife,Mathilde,were not only places of remembrance of their benefactors,

but also places for royal representations and starting point of historical tradition.

After the disappearance of the Saxon Emperors, with Conrad II, regal dignity

was won (1024-1039) for the Frankish dynasty of the Salians. For a while, Conrad

made every effort to continue the Ottonian politics by continuing the empire

church policy of his predecessors.Soon,however,he began a typically Salian policy

with the promotion of the towns and the ministry officials of the empire as a

political counterbalance to the princes. The promotion of his son, Heinrich, to 

co-regent (1038) served the security of the dynasty. Conrad increased the royal

power by collecting the South German duchies and acquiring the crowns of Italy

and Burgundy.By means of the latter, the German monarchy gained the important
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control of the passes in the Western Alps.The royal power remained more formal

in Italy where the resident greats increased their spheres of control.

Under the reign of Heinrich III (1039-1056), the theocratic kingdom, the su-

premacy of the emperor towards the pope, which was based on the unity of state

and church,regnum et sacerdotium,reached a final peak.He was also able to preserve

his legacy and to increase the esteem of the empire by his marriage to Agnes of

Poitou, the daughter of the duke of Aquitania.The serious consequence was that,

by means of this bond, the new knightly culture of France could gain a foothold

in the German countries very quickly.The great change came with the reign of

his son, Heinrich IV (1056-1106). After the early death of his father and during

the minority of Heinrich IV,the opposition of princes gained strength in the empire

and also the reform papacy resisted the patronage by the imperial rule. Coming of

age, Heinrich, on the other hand, energetically strived to defend the rights of the

crown.With the ban on lay investiture by Pope Gregory VII (1075), the open fight

over the powers for pre-eminence in Christianity began in the socalled Investiture

Controversy.This fight mainly seized Germany and Italy and was recorded as the

ªGregorian reformª.Countess Mathilda of Tuscia (died 1115), a great patroness of

the abbey Nonantola and the city Modena, acted as intermediary together with

abbot Hugo of Cluny at the famous meeting near Canossa between the Emperor

and the Pope. Original main aims of the reformers were the abolition of simony,

the purchase of offices by priests and bishops, as well as of nicolaism, the marriage

of a priest. Right from the start, the conflict also particularly involved the key dis-

pute on the relations of religious and secular power.The church order was to be

made to an order independent of laypersons. In addition,also other conflicts of in-

terests were argued.Allies of the emperor were the emergent towns and the majority

of the clerical princes,on the side of the pope were mainly the secular princes who

opposed royal power and were becoming more and more powerful.On the occasion

of Milan's bishop's seat being taken, a fierce fight, one that was fought using all

means over decades,broke out which, in the end, could be settled through various

compromises (Concordat of Worms, 1122). Even if the dispute between imperial

rule and papacy over the predominance ªin the worldº ± whereas only a part of

the orbis terrarumof that time could be meant anyway ± seems like a trivial squabble

today, it nevertheless had serious consequences.Thus, by strengthening the power

of princes and towns, it served to keep Germany and Italy until the 19th century

in a state of political fragmentation which let the political maps of these countries
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appear like a patchwork system ± many different territories and interests.

Considering the history of mentality, it also left distinct marks. In particular, the

separation between religious and secular spheres is linked to it,which was to affect

many fields of art and culture. Only the Salians, in whose four generation long

reign radical changes took place in all spheres of life, made possible a renewal of

royal power under the Staufer dynasty by the persistent defence of the rights of

the German monarchy.

After Heinrich V died in 1125

without leaving an heir,the inheritance

of the Salians passed to the Swabian

dynasty of the Staufer.After Conrad III

(1137-1152),Germany reached a peak

of imperial power again under his

nephew, Frederick I Barbarossa 

(1152-1190) despite lengthy fights in

Northern Italy and domestic problems.

Nevertheless,despite great success that

alternated with serious defeats,

Frederick could not consolidate the

imperial-royal power in the German

Reich just as his predecessors and suc-

cessors. So in 1155, he forced strong

Milan to capitulate and destroyed its

alliance of Crema in 1160 and finally,

Milan itself in 1162.He marched to Rome (1167) and forced the pope to flee,but

nearly became victim of his own policy of conquest due to an epidemic.After a

serious defeat against the towns in Lombardy (1176), he had to get used to Italy's

refusal to be conquered once and for all. In order to bring peace to Germany, he

gave to the rebellious Saxon Prince,Heinrich the Lion,the Duchy of Bavaria which

had been taken away from him by Conrad III, although it had been reduced by

the march in the east which was given to Heinrich of Babenberg in 1156 as an

independent Duchy of Austria.Besides that,Heinrich was awarded special privileges

concerning the hereditary nature of his new principality, the fief duties towards

the empire and jurisdiction.These rights became the foundation for the subsequent

independent development of Austria. Upon returning to the empire after the
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adventure in Italy, Frederick I found himself confronted with the expansionist

tendencies of Heinrich the Lion.A dispute over the bishopric of Halberstadt was

used as an excuse for imposing the outlawry in the name of the Emperor on him.

He lost his fiefs and the rest of his property (1179/80).Then, in 1181,he submitted

to the emperor in Erfurt's Peterskirche (St. Peter's Church) and went into exile to

England.This way, Frederick temporarily lost of a powerful opponent. Frederick's

supremacy was quickly also recognised again in Poland and Hungary (1157) which

had become estranged from the empire in the turmoil of the Investiture

Controversy. Casimir of Poland also had to allow that Pomerania had become

subject to fief to Heinrich the Lion and later directly to the empire and that the

land between the Elbe and the Oder had come completely under German influence.

With the submission of Poland, Frederick was vigorously supported by the

Bohemian duke which led to his coronation as king (1158).By means of a crusade,

Frederick had already consolidated Germany's supremacy in Burgundy again in

1153 and bound it lastingly to the empire through his marriage to Beatrix of High

Burgundy (1156). In 1189, Frederick Barbarossa set off for a crusade against the

Saracens. His accidental death in Asia Minor in 1190 ended a long and eventful

reign. His son, Heinrich VI, who had stayed behind in Germany and had married

into the Sicilian-Norman royal dynasty in 1186,had already had to wage war against

Heinrich the Lion in 1189,who had returned to Saxony. In 1192, the revolt spread

to Northwest Germany, soon also to the south.After King Heinrich had brought

peace to the empire, he turned towards Southern Italy and forced his inheritance

of the Kingdom of Sicily by force of arms.When he died on the way to a crusade

in 1197, Frederick II left behind one child who was just three years old. Under

Frederick who,with the support of the pope to whom he had to make concessions,

overcame all resistances,distinguished himself as a ruler of an exceptional class and

changed the course of things, embedded in great, comprehensive cultural unions

but who strongly neglected the German Reich, the power of the sovereign princes

increased up to the fragmentation in the so-called interregnum.
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... and less great politics

In the east and southeast, the potentates in the different regions often changed.

Only slowly did royal power prevail.Also, the relations between most of the regions

located between the Baltic and Adriatic Sea and the German Reich changed

constantly.The Catholic Slavonic princes were faced again and again with great

problems as they had to ward off pagan enemies on the home front and the aggressive

expansionism of the German Reich from the outside. This unstable political

situation made it possible for local and regional powerful people to gain more

power.As a result, the kingdom fell completely at times. So in Poland, Boleslaw II

(1058-1079) could be crowned king in Gnesen, soon after, however, during the

turmoil of the Investiture Controversy, he was excommunicated by the pope and

had to flee to Hungary.After a short phase of a once again strengthened kingdom,

Boleslaw Krauskopf (1120-1173) was forced by Frederick Barbarossa to the oath

of fealty and, after the death of Casimir II (1194),Poland broke down further.The

dukes and kings of Bohemia, however, were in the German imperial parliaments

and took part in the elections of the German kings,they were thus fully included

in the German Reich. Since 1197, Bohemia has been officially separated from

Moravia.Also the Croats were independent for only a short time.Since Demetrios

Zwonimir succeeded in shaking off the Byzantine supremacy in 1076, he was

crowned king by a papal nuncio in Split and a new Latin bishopric was founded

in Zagreb in 1094.When in 1102, the Hungarian King, Kolomann I, was made

king of Croatia and Dalmatia, an 800 year long supremacy of Hungary began in

this region. In the 11th century, the Hungarian kingdom itself had to weather pagan

revolts, uprisings of dynasties and German incursions before Geza I (1074-1077)

and Ladislaus I (1077-1095) succeeded in freeing them definitively from the

German influence by supporting papacy in the Investiture Controversy and by

putting Hungary under the feudal sovereignty of the pope. In the 12th century, the

Hungarian kings succeed,using clever politics,in enlarging their sphere of influence

on Croatia,Transylvania and Serbia.

Another matter altogether ± the ªsupranationalª pro ject of the crusades

The armed pilgrimage for the liberation of the Holy Land gained acceptance

with the appeal by Pope Urban II to Clermont in 1095.He succeeded in motivating

an army of nobles and knights by promising them a reduction of sin punishments

and the admission to heaven for leaving their mainly French home country and
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going on a pilgrimage in arms towards the Holy Land.Jerusalem,which was under

Islamic rule,was to be regained.Furthermore,political,economic and social interests

played a major role.

Of course, the crusade movement grew slowly at first and the first armed trip

across the sea followed a long phase of skirmish and debates between the two world

religions.Actually, Europe had got used to the governance of the Muslims in the

Levant long ago.The reign of the Egyptian dynasty of the Fatimides in Palestine

had been lenient and the Christians living there had been largely granted great

liberties. Christian pilgrims had free admission to the sacred places as welcome

foreign currency earners.Pilgrimage tourism prospered,all over Europe one could

meet pilgrims who were on their way because of religiousness or to do penance.

When, however, in 1070 the Turkish Seljuks took Jerusalem in the course of a

fundamental shift of power within Islam, pilgrims returned home from Jerusalem

telling about the desecration of the most sacred sites of Christianity and atrocities

against Christians. Europe was in turmoil and demanded retaliation. From the

beginning, Christianity has contained ªa tendency towards intoleranceº (Ernst

Benz).And already Augustinus knew of the idea of the just Holy War, which was,

however, always in connection with repulse and defence. Now, it had become the

basic idea of the Armed Pilgrimage, the offensive war with an incredibly aggressive

general tendency.This development was closely connected with the new image of

Christ.The Son of God is actually seen as Jesus, the man suffering and enduring

terrible pain who,in a certain place,suffered and died for mankind.This fundamental

rethinking is clearly shown in art.On the cross he is an unapproachable ruling god

of former times who becomes the Man of Sorrows suffering on the cross.And the

place of this Christian hero is besmirched by unbelievers#

And then, there was a Byzantine empire showing signs of weakness which, due

to domestic turmoil just at the time of the power struggles within the Islamic

world,was hardly able to fulfil its task of protecting Europe against the Asian warriors

which it had fulfilled for centuries.While Bulgarians, Cumans and Russians made

its walls tremble, it lost its Asian provinces to the Turks. It was just a question of

time before the imperial city of Constantinople would fall and the way to Eastern

Europe would be open to the Islam.Therefore, the Byzantine emperor sent a call

for help to the Latin West which was not to be ignored and was very willingly

heard by the emerging Italian commercial centres of Amalfi,Genoa,Pisa and Venice

which, in a war against the Muslims, saw a greater chance of increasing their trade
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power, of opening the eastern Mediterranean Sea and the trade in the Levant for

European goods.

Also, there was the problematic structure of nobility.The belligerent warriors

had become a danger to their own society, mainly at times when the immediate

enemies from outside were absent. Because of that, law and order were seriously

disturbed,the authorities could not cope with it at all.Then,first in the churchmen,

arose the idea to steer the wild pugnacity of the knights from the Christians towards

the outside, to send them into the ªHoly Warº to Santiago de Compostela in Spain,

to Jerusalem or to Europe's still pagan East and,by this turning the belligerent men

from a permanent threat to peasants at home into soldiers of Christ and thus,heroes

for the Occident. So their outstanding position in society could be legitimised

anew and the continuous threat coming from them could be reduced.The crusader

became the killing martyr, the killer became a saint. The orders of knights just

arising at this time (Knights of St. John of Jerusalem, Knights Templar,Teutonic

Knights, etc.) created the monk-warrior which had been unthinkable until that

time.

Even though the first crusade (1096-1099) was militarily quite successful ±

Jerusalem was captured after a massacre among the population ± the overall result

of this ªtransnationalºundertaking was negative.The first and most important aim,

the capture of the sacred sites, could only be reached for about 100 years before

they were lost again and, with the fall of Akkon (1291), the end of the Holy Wars

was sealed.The second aim, the support of Byzantium,led to a profound hostility

between the once allies, and the third aim, the ªEuropeanisationº of Latin

Christianity by means of joint undertakings against the common enemy, was not

achieved either. Quite the reverse ± in the close joint expeditions, the ªnationalº

differences between Germans, Frenchmen and Englishmen intensified. And also

corporativee rivalry contributed its share to the failure of the idea of the crusade.
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