TRANSROMANICA

Young monks often went
into a monastery early in life.
As boys, they were offered by
their families as sacrificial
offerings (oblatio). For the
noble families,itwas reassuring
to know that one of their
family members was a devout
man praying in a monastery.
Often, sickly boys were chosen
for this purpose.This way, they
were no longer a burden for
their families and were, at the
same time, close to God.With
a large donation to the Fijg 19:A father gives his son along with a large
monastery, parents were donation to a Benedictine abbot (2*Oblation®), book

f illumination, Admont Monastery, first half 13

o century
care and upbringing. Apart

relieved from all concerns o

from the boys, also old men lived there who, aftéisaolute life, awaited death in
a monk’s habit in the hope of at least part reonssi their sins. After all, everyone
needs helpers when they face God's countenancenghd,angel's dress of the
monk, there probably would be some. For the monastiemunity, it was simply
a stroke of luck for material reasons that greaplpevanted to die in their
monastery, and also, the monastery's estimatioacosalingly. Of course young
men, who were tired of the dissolute lifestyle, aisot into a monastery on their
own initiative or found a community of monks.Thegre looking for the meaning
of life.And often, as Bernhard of Clairvaux or Strfers of Assisi, it is exactly those
ones who became the actual upholders of the @ifigrinterpreted) idea of
monks. The cohabitation of people of such diffe@mngins, ways of life and
education was not easy but the absolute obediertbe abbot and the implicit
compliance with the monastic rule fused them togrednd made an effective
weapon out of them in the fight against evil.

The first task of the monk was to pray for nohilitye joint prayers were a
guarantee for joint salvation. The individual did oount in this society which
was dominated by wordings and gestures. At fliappened in Northern France
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in the 11 century, then only occasionally, then
towards the end of the Romanesque period more
often, that there was a separation of the individual
from the collective mentality. In the sepulchre cult,
for example, this became perceptible by the inatease
value of physicality. The tomb lost its anonymity,
whichithad had for hundreds of years,and the muma
body regained importance. The real, however
unrealistic image moved to the centre, at firstief t
courtly tomb art and then it became important in al
wealthy circles of society. An attractive example of
this development can be found in the crossingef th
Merseburg Cathedral £ the tomb slab of Rudolf of
Rheinfelden, a bas-relief on a gold-coated bronze
slab which is Germany's oldest dated portrait tomb
(after 1080).

The monks worked for the well-being of their
benefactors and, in return, they received plenty of
alms. Similar to the military, those who died in the
Fig. 20:Tomb slab of Rudolfight for Christ received everything they needed to
of Rheinfelden, Merseburgfulfil their task. This was also a reason for the
Cathedral (after 1080)  emergence of wealthy monasteries everywhere. The
Romanesque culture was dominantly male. At that
time, convents were rare and their numbers onlyeesd from the TZentury
onwards, parallel to the so-called individualisapimrtess. The development
became distinct with the example of the worshigCbfist. At the time of the
Saxon Emperors, still a ruthless ruler, Christ slowhed into the loving brother
of man and the groom of the soul of mysticism. Relig thinking and feeling
shifted towards the suffering Son of God who hambire human. Connected
with this is also the increasing interest in Jesiser, which is shown impressively
in the example of the famous sculpture of blesarg with the Child from Erfurt
Cathedral (mid 1®2century), the oldest sculpture of its kind, but aisihe new
type of a breastfeeding MadoiiNEria lactang)hich can be seen in an excellently
preserved sculpture in Friesach’'s museum on thesBetg (originally on display
in St. Peter's Church in 1230).
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Fig. 21: Maria lactans, Fig. 22: Blessing Mary with the Child, Erfurt Cathedra
Friesach (1230) (mid 12 century)

The monasteries are (to this day) also treasudss.tHe relics of the saints are
kept, as God's pure fighters are among the fewlggad who were allowed to
keep treasures. In the relics, the impregnationrttilgdife with the wonders of
the otherwordly life takes place. Prayers are spoke&mt of them, their wondrous
power is implored. By means of them, the saintstétie ef the Christian belief,
help sinners especially in the decisive momerdassipg over from this life to the
hereafter. Most people were convinced that a lifthénhereafter came after life
on earth and that death was only the transitiom fome dimension to another.
However, one of the main functions of the saints alas to stand by the sick
believers.They must heal by miracles. Many abbegscarstructed on the tomb
of a saint. Also, the veneration of the saints, likaynother things, was subject to
changes in trends. Early Christianity had only knowa sort of saint with the
martyrs.They had entered into the glory of heawerahse of the heroic succession
of Christ's passion. Since the end of the persecafi€hristians, a new type of
saint appeared with the confessors, ascetics arkd.flbey had all spread and
defended the belief. In this regard, the (ifga)of St. Martin of Tours became
determining.With the Carolingian era,increasiniggrmembers of the social upper
class were worshipped as saints. The so-calledftypble saints enjoyed great
popularity. Finally,in the Romanesque era, the clprgised the figure of the holy
king and the holy queen besides the missionaris si@nexample, Heinrich Il
and his wife, Kunigunde, who reigned over the pe@gleording to church rules.
In 993, Pope John XV (985-996) carried out the fatonisation known to us
by ordering the public reverence of Bishop Ulrié973) of Augsburg, mainly
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because of the miracles he had performed anddahaspsing an already exist
worship by means of papal regulation. In thé ddntury, the word canonizd
arose and established itself in tHecEntury. Now the canonisation was decl
a papal prerogative. The canonisation procedureegatated definitively on t
fourth Lateran Council in 1215 where the worship refics without pap
permission was forbidden, which also included tgbtrio forbid or sanctig
worship.In the course of the Cluniac and Gregor&orms, the spiritual charag
of the veneration of the saints increased. It wasy/alactual piety (tombs, re
mementos), which increased during the Romanesquedoémderlying this wa

the belief in the real presence of the saintsam tbmbs. Their images as we

their biographies multiplied. This led to puttingthlack St. Maurice in the upy
choir of Magdeburg Cathedral and the fresco of ®m&nus on Friesad
Petersberg. Of greatest importance for the repaggantof saints was {
consecrated altar which was always equipped Mitth.re
Following the apocalypse quotg
the souls under the heavenly
(Book of Revelations 6,9),the reli
the physical remains of the s§
were kept at or under the chu
altars. And they worked wond
because they had the divine vir
That is why they were visited by 1
believers. Since the"L.8entury, al
for the relics, reliquaries
sculptures ornate with gold
precious stones were made. Sinc
second half of the Tkentury ar
reliquaries, which are still prese
everywhere in museums and in
treasuries of cathedrals
monasteries in the CADSES a
from Quedlinburg to Halbersta
Klagenfurt and St. Paul in

Fig. 23: St. Romanus, mural paintingavanttal Valley to Modena. T
Petersberg/Friesach (second duaetguy) oldest of these statues is the relio




of St. Faith of Conques-en-Rouergue.The monks catéd the worship of reli
near the sepulchral monuments. For the deceasezlythemo final resting pla
which was more desirable than the one near the toihgbsaint or at least n
the relics. Therefore, the choir, which was the plaosest to the remains of

saints, was the most desirable and, at the samalsolye most expensive b

place. That is why the founder's tomb of the Paeliazmonastery churc

originally the monastery, a Cluniac subsidiary,yyaiddlly been called Mary’s ¢
* is also under the choir which is also wherehalldrypts, e.g. in Magdebu
Quedlinburg, Naumburg and Merseburg, Gurk, MariaW!iKlonantola, Moden
or Fanano, can be found. The presence of the mooke alas enough to ho
for a better hereafter. They were not only warrimrsGod and upholders of t

worship of the dead but they were, at the same tihee preservers of t

forefathers' knowledge. In countless hours of p&ingtavork, knowledgeab
monks copied old writings. Others taught their cotgein the monk schoo
researching and increasing the knowledge of that tn this way, the monastg
became the most important transmitter of cultuakles of the time. Furthermao
at that time, 2education® always meant the educatodiscipline and formatic
of personality.




the religious world inside and is therefore mark

with symbols and sculptures which direct

appeal to the outsiders. The Porta Regia at

southern side of Modena Cathedral with i

column-bearing lions is an excellent example

that, as well as the portal of the abbey churct

Nonantola. The frequent representation of lic

pairs atchurch entrances mainly in Northern Ite

however, occasionally also points to the functi

of the portal as a place of judgement in the si

of Salomon’'s throne, which is said to have be

flanked by two lions.The now destroyed Porta ¢

Mesi of Ferrara Cathedral had this task in t..c

1140s. To the north of the Alps, red gates f&?néi FC):(?rttr:lzodral of Mode

cathedrals identified them as places of judgement

(e.g.Magdeburg or Erfurt). Since antiquity, the coled was considered a sy

of power and status and was widespread as the objadgement in the Midd
Ages, particularly in connection with blood jurigaio. On the tympanum d
Romanesque churches, Christ is very often shown,itik&urk Cathedrd
(Carinthia), holding in his hands an open book with bible quote, 2l am t

way®. Also, the interior of the churches was dividgdinto zones of differe)
religious dignity, easily recognisable with the loélprchitecture (more or I
complicated types of vault,different floor le\ats)design (architectural sculpt
colours). The centres of the inner-church sacredmess always the altars

the relics of the saints, but also the crypts waoep of special sacredness in

Romanesque churches as it
there that the tomb or reliquar
the most important saint
worshipped. The multi-nave h
crypts of the 1land 12 centu
ries were designed for the m
people looking for salvatig
whereas time and again,
Fig. 25: Nonantola Abbey, people would spend the nig
hall crypt (after 1120) there and implore a miracle.




The crypt, with its 100 columns, of

Gurk Cathedral with the tomb of

St. Hemma (1174), the crypt o

Modena Cathedral (around 110¢

or the hall crypt of Nonantola (afte

1120) are among the mos

important Romanesque crypts

The monasteries of the HirsaFig. 26: Cathedral of Modena, hall crypt

congregation, however, mainly renounced the conginrc-of crypts. Thei

veneration of the saints concentrated on the mase avhere there were off

several altars with relics.
Since the 11 century, the clerd
showed their corporative sé
image, which had priority over t
laypersons, by attaching maj
rood screens, often several
high fixtures such as the ea

Fig. 27: Naumburg Cathedral, 2Eastern F5889 screen  of  Naumby
Screen® (around 1240) Cathedral dating back to aro

1240, Germany's oldest complete, preserved hallsoeen, the fantastic rg
screen, richly decorated with figures, of Modena €thl (started in 1184),
the huge curtains instead of an rood screen likaigdeburg Cathedral by whi

presbytery and layman nave were separated fronarwtler. The choir, t
sanctuary, where the main altar was located, wae#reof every church. It
the privilege of the clergy belonging to the chuiche nextto this place.Therefd
their seats could be found in th-

choir. Occasionally, also the cho

screens were used for religiol

messages, such as in the Liebfr

enkirche (Church of Our Lady) in

Halberstadt where, by means of

bas-relief which shows Christ

Mary and the 12 apostles, a rela

onship between the members of t

collegiate monastery and the apo:Fig. 28: Cathedral of Modena, rood screen




les is made. Similar to the choirs in the churcbgal and archiepiscopal cha
in palaces and castles were designed hierarcagcdbtiyble chapels, whereb
upper floor and the gallery were left to the foursd@amily.

In the Romanesque period, churches became the h#aedigious instructi
pictures and sculptures to a considerably largemtethan in earlier times. T
church entrance in particular was provided withrdjiconography, which refer

to its function as the house of God and his sastje heavenly Jerusale

earth. The concrete religious understanding of ithe tastingly appeared in
representations which give us an idea of the uracigable divine system and
collective idea of God.Again and again, the mesaildsr God of the early Chur
faces us, the pantocrator, the relentless ruleeafdhle church, as he is so o
represented on the outside of churches in imitatibByzantine models. T
absolute hierarchical thought becomes noticeableytter of precedence of
epoch, which assigns a corresponding place to eegigahis life as well as
the hereafter. Also in the interior of the houseGafd, one is accompanied
didactic architectural sculpture. Since the deghtury, above all the rood scrg
imparted Christian doctrine by means of sculptace ralief work and told d
personalities from church history (in Modena, faregle, the rood screen rel
represent parts of Christ's passion), and freergjandrship statues referreq
saints and their miracles by means of charactefastiliar to everyone.They s
us that the saints were also humans once andwsrednfronted with evil. The
had been tortured, maltreated and massacred fdiiaitteiBut now they reap thd
reward in heaven as vassals of the king of hearaptifes, like in Magdeb
Cathedral, columns are symbols of the saints arghities are considered td
the carriers of heave
Tympanums, capitals, bal
apses, etc. are covered
reliefs, which narratively
just symbolically preach
eternal truths of salvation.
the tympanum relig
sculpture at the west portal
the collegiate church

Fig. 29: Collegiate church of Millstatt/Carinthia, Millstatt  shows  Chri
tympanum relief at the west portal blessing, and abbot Heinr




kneeling in front of him

+ symbols of th
unchangeable, statir
universe and, on the gree
ambo of Santa Maria ir
Castello in Carpi, province
of Modena, there are

of the four

approaching a church,

believers are confronted with the apparition of Gh@ophany). In Magdeb
Cathedral, there had apparently been four crosaebe to the four sides of
choir so that the officiating clergy always hadi€hdirectly in front of the
However, even the exterior walls of the churchesewaovided with religio
symbols, with the divine Maiestas, with represemistad the Last Judgemsd
excerpts of Christ's life and selected passageth&dBible, or with only God
hand. The stone tablets on the fa"ade of Modenaddath with representatid
of the Genesis are an excellent example for thielaas the bas-reliefs on
exterior surface of the portal legs of the abbeycthof Nonantola. The moti
of the months on the portals in Parma, Modena andFae however, show sub
narrative contents with scenes from rural villégeMore and more figural obje

Fig. 31: Cathedral of Modena, stone reliefs ad¢haf thie cathedral




Fig. 32: Tapestry from Halberstadt's @§Fig. 33: I?eomanesque bell chasuble,
Domschatz (around 1150) Monastery (second quafteebfiry)

appear,such as baptismal fonts, pulpits and mangwtilar objects, which con
educative contents. The paraments, chalices, chagnblé®ok covers provi
infinite possibilities for visual catechesis. Haee three famous monume
tapestries in Halberstadt's Domschatz (catheelaautly) dating back to aro
1150 must be mentioned + the so-called Abrahapéstiy is Europe's old
woven tapestry = or the uniqgue Southwest Germdirchasuble with figures
saints and representations from the Old and Nearfesnts from the first half
the 12" century, which came from St. Blasien Monastery inBlaek Forest {
St. Paul Monastery. (Abb. 33) And, of course, this fongtas taken on by painti
in particular after the ¥Y2century, because it is, as Honorius of Autun cl
expressed in the first half of theé" t2ntury, the book of the laypersons, the s¢
of people who are neither ablr

to read nor write. In Friesach®

Ruperti-kapelle (St. Rupert's

Chapel), in Maria W!rth's

wonderful Winterkirche

(Winter Church) butalsoin the

Bishop's Chapel of Gurk, the

monastery church of Erfurt ol

in the cloister of Stidna,

contemporary mural paintingsgiq 34: MariaWrrth, ‘Winter Church’, mural
can still be admired. painting, detail




Fig. 35: Collegiate church of Millstatt, west port3
demon faces

Fig. 36: Cathedral of Modena, Museo Lapidaridy girl wit
basilisk, bas-relief




Equally great in numbers are the initial miniatunethe manuscripts, whd
contents are the harassment of humans by demdiffenent variations. All the

repre-sentations show us that the religious artbee diomanesque period m

have been very fearful. Mainly the projection of feaards non-human creatu
increased considerably, to demons that emergedhietirand pursued humal
Now this fear of the devil, which in the early Migdhges was mostly limited
monkhood, also seized large parts of the populsitiioyn did the representatis
of the devilish increase immensely, precisely in Romasestil

The reform movement, which led to an internalisatadireligious conten
and thus also to the fear of the devil by all solzases, appeared to be one ¢
reasons for this. Parallel to that, celibacy wasmegpited in the priesthood, wh
resulted in more aggressive and fearful projeddprisrced sexual frustratis
Another important reason for the increase of seafsfwas also the confronta
of the Church with the radical dualism of differexitthis time prospering se
in particular with the counter-church of the Cathas since the 1140s, the
real alternative to Catholicism since its begirminge to the involuntarily inten|
dealings with these teachings, which in the endddibody crusades against
adevil admirers®, it reached an intensificationh&f anyway latent dualism of
Roman Church. Also the Investiture Controversy cdnmited its share to t
demonisation of the world as the German Reich &ed_&tin Church intensive
placed demonisation on each other thereby gen@raligoting the distributio|
of the devilish in words and pictures. Gregoriaabalised Heinrich 1V and
official successors up to Frederick Il, the royahtarpropaganda declared H
GregoryVll a son of Satan and his followers atla rabble.An important reag
for the demonisation of the world in the Romanesgpegiod lies also in t
emotional sensitising of the people, typical forlifeand 13 centuries, whic
showed itself in courtly love, the literature of obulove, but also in the act
mysticism. If it is true that the people of thisdifmecame more susceptibl
emotional impulses, that they valued them as begighthan before, reflect
more on them, talked, sang, wrote more often aboumnttiken it is no wondd
that also the negative aspects, the darkness abeahtife, were in the same
more clearly felt and made a subject of discusdgmjn the fine arts. Fina
another factor to be considered has to do withittegeasing hostility towa
outsiders and fringe groups, like the Jews: the bbagitening social and econo
changes due to the fast emergence of towns, whiotpletely changed t




traditional, divinely-ordained power structure ardtimes complicated t
situation of individuals in their eventful livesofjlether caused an increase i
projection of fear to worldly as well as non-hurneeatures, to Satan and hisra
in the thoughts of Christians compared with eatiiees. The countless sermg
where the most terrible ideas of hell and demore wpread, also contribu
their share to this.

The representations of monsters in churches arkkpobich were always
be understood as demons or personified vices, fydieed several functions
fulfil: they were deliberately used in order to inttmate the laymen with the fq
of the devil, to frighten the viewers, to exhort thésra Christian life.As a Spa
bishop explicitly expressed around 1230, when Wetlsat such sculptures w
displayed in churches in order to frighten the peagnd keep them fro
committing sinful deeds. So increasingly, fearsl@f@vers were created, in whi
of course also the clergy themselves believed. Man threatened by
everywhere.The most dominant is the threateningsamgEson the tympanums
the west entrances of the churches where the wdgehent gains acceptand
a theme. Friedrich Heer called such represent&tonsentration camp real
in this church hell2. The fears, however, also sepedhaps only unwittingly, a
means of power because the Church also offerdobssltrom the diabolic disas
such as confession, penance or conversion. Alseaheffthe hereafter was
in concrete terms by means of the solid illusinatmf evil. Perhaps by sculp

the great enemy in stone, he should
banished if not conquered, like in
cloister of the collegiate church of Mills
where a female figure, perhaps a syml
theEcclesibplds a demon on a chain.A
the people 2knew® very well how t
hereafter looked.Dreamers,visionarie
main protagonists of revelation literat
and these were mainly men in this tim
distinct patriarchal structure of socie
performed the transition from the
world to another dimension, from whe

Fig. 37: Girl with demon, they brought back fragmentary knowle
Millstatt Monastery, cloister of the experience on their return. Both




visionaries and those who wrote down their repastaell as their addressees
convinced of the reality of the experience, wheadlasocial classes succumb
the fascination of the forceful accounts of theetlars between the worlds to
same extent. Through those, they knew exactly hdeoiked in heaven and h
and what happened2over there®. They knew aboutdbetinuous fight of ange
and saints against the demons for every singlasmported by the chosen 1
such as by the esteemed Italian cardinal bishoys Betmiani, in the Xcentur
and they were afraid of a similar end to theislivbe Romanesque era, wit

definite religious ideas, described the otherw@péces topographically ric

detail and geographically exact. Therefore, the ogmbearies knew the terrik
agony very well, which was recounted far more oftehia more detail than t
experiences in heaven were, and it could convinaigh an incredible varie
of tortures which were of an intensity close tditgdheir description and t
possibilities to avoid the punishments are the maires. The punishment of
sinners and the reward of the orthodox inform usuathe sense of justice 3
the moral ideals of the time. In hell, from the"t2ntury, when the purgatory
the stop between heaven and hell was given its,tlae®ouls of the unrepent
were disfigured in different ways. The tortures ydwead symbolic character
proved the high significance of the punishmentsftgction in the medieval se
of justice. All law is divine law, and also the pumients were oriented towa
God the judge. Therefore, the Old Testament taliomgiple was always appl
as the representations on the tympanums and sgpivae so powerfully to
profiteers had to drink liquid gold or silver, fargievere boiled, voluptuaries
incessantly have sexual intercourse with disgustmgns or their genitals wi
incessantly tortured, murderers were incessantlyedr etc. And all, clergy &
laypersons alike, were afraid of this and were @e@pa give for their salvatig

The representations also show us comparisonswrgne schools of thoug
So the platonic-dualistic belief in a separatioboofy and soul after death
firmly established in the Romanesque period wlscfor example, documen
by means of the representations of souls whidbeang pulled out of bodies.T
Aristotelian idea of the unity of body and soul, beer, which began to catch
in the 13 century, was still not accepted in Romanesque art.







empire forward a
forced the Bohem
ans with an iro
hand to fealty.

Italy, however, th

great Saxon was
Fig. 38: Tomb of King Heinrich "(@édntury),

: ableto prevail agai
Elizabeth Church, Marburg/Lahn

the local nobl
power. Nevertheless, the German Reich was insoftedinihen Heinrich | die
that his son, Otto | (936-973), could succeed talinene unhindered. He beca
the founder of a new type of stable royal powepimymoting, besides the sec
greats of his empire who had caused him diffi@ailtie beginning of his reig
also an ecclesiastical civil service of the eapasecond base of his power.
Otto began the development of the later so-call&di@an-Salian empire chu
system. Now the empire church had a particularlyortgmt function. Otto hal
succeeded at being consulted about the determmngitia new bishop or abh
at all episcopal sees of his empire and alsoanihiee monasteries and was
able to make decisions in many cases. More andtheyeecalled candidates
had proven themselves in the area of the courtethidye political centre of t
empire. The episcopal churches and abbeys, whichiledevith well-indoctri
nated men who were beholden to the ruling houseevwgranted gifts of la
immunities and special sovereign rights (e.g. manka&t customs) by the king
In return, they had to provide armed forces fordhmy of the empire, diplom

tic services and political advice and had to acamata the royal court occag

nally and support them morally by means of pulbhggers.2The expansion of

German Reich and the expansion of the ChristianrGiuere thus identica
(Ernst Pitz) And 2the Church®also began to set tgagcultural activities. Und
Otto I,the occidental imperial rule underwent dlint renewal. His Italian poli
and coronation as emperor in the year 963 linkeqlex to the close connecti
characteristic of the entire future of medievaitigslof the empire, between {
German monarchy and the Roman imperial rule. Witattat the same time,
important condition for the Saxon Emperors' plansafmission reaching fa




the east was created, which did not mean anythsgglelt that the hordes w|

their swords came after the men with the crossdardo enlarge the Saxon sp

of influence. In the fight against the Slavs, thigiigation to pay ground rent
extended up to the river Oder, the Bohemians werscéiglined® again after fj
ling away from the empire, and the Hungarians weadly put in their place. |
France, however, Otto saved the Carolingian westepirerf®46), which had be
wrecked due to internal turmoil, by means of diplamimterventions.
Nevertheless, the Slavonic East went its own wayo&gennings of the Poli
state are largely a mystery.The first signs obludenson of the rule of the Pola
could already be seen in the 9th century and, irséo®nd half of the 10th cq
tury, Prince Mieszko was the ruler of a firm stateuAd the mid 960s, he m3
ried the daughter of the Bohemian duke and ado@iedstianity following th
Latin rite, due to political calculation, for himsatid his people. Bohemian
sionaries worked in Poland and were hardly met stithopposition from the p
gans as they did not have a powerful priestly. ta€i68, a mission diocese
created in Posen and placed directly under the aordraf Rome. Mieszko's wi
decision to bring Christianity to his country hidfiggevented the Polish trib
from becoming involved in incessant fights withirti@hristian neighbours a
being wiped out as exactly this was to happenad&thvs at the Elbe and the |
tic, who were assimilated by their Christian neightbdoy the 12 century. No
it was the Poles who, on the pretext of the pagassion, constantly enlarged t
sphere of influence.
In the meantime, Otto | continued his
politics regardless. After adverting the d¢
ger of the Hungarians, he saw it as an il
portant task to subdue the barbaric No
thwest Slavs and to conquer their counti
In doing so, new riches would be made a
cessible and the pagans would be con
ted to Christianity. German conquests
Slavonic regions as far as the Oder chal
terised this expansionism. The establi
ment of the archbishopric of Magdebur
(968), to which the young bishoprics ¢
Brandenburg and Havelberg (establisheFig. 39: Magdeburg Cathedral




948) were assigned, as well as the plan for thddtan of the new bishoprics
Merseburg (the Ottonian cathedral, one of Centraintzy's oldest buildings
still partly preserved), Zeitz (transferred to Naungbn 1028) and Meilen ¢
be seen as corner stones for this. Mainly Heveltelézen were affected by t
expansionist tendencies of the Saxons, while theovganised large tribe of {
Obodrites with their centre in Mecklenburg wereeatd defend themselves fq
long time. However, after a serious defeat (954/58), there even with Otto
and the Slavonic dynasty was integrated in the &eihigher nobility over t

following decades.At his last great imperial paeldin Quedlinburg (973), Ot

| pushed the creation of the bishopric of Pragueuth, which was to be plad
under the command of Mainz, to strengthen the chorgfanisation of the duc
of Bohemia. Otto's corpse was buried in Magdeburtip&ial, already the bu
place of his first wife, Editha. The emperor's sdragps from 973 is still prese
in its original form (stucco with ancient marblab3! His successor, Otto
(973-983), continued the politics of his father withbeing able to set spe
courses. After initial successes against ByzantiBouthern Italy, he suffere
crushing defeat (982) against the Arabians of &ndlldied shortly afterwards.
direct consequence was that the Bohemians, Pol&dargdat the Elbe fell a
from the empire. In 983, the Lutizen, an alliance lav&ic peasant warrig
invaded Havelberg's bishop castle and Brandenlwgntportant centres
Christian imperial omnipresence and expelled thiedpis and their entoura
The Elbe was crossed and Magdeburg, with the setitec@rchbishop,
threatened. Only by a supreme effort could a Saxog hold back the advang
by the Slavs.The land between the Oder and the, Btiveever, remained lost
the German Reich. In 985, Mieszko of Poland volutyagsubordinated to Ki
Otto Ill, who was five years old at that time. So, heceeded after his deat
leaving a fairly stable, 250,000 sq km large erphies four sons, of which t
oldest, Boleslaw Chrobry, prevailed in the outbreglsinccession fights. Alre
in the first years of his rule, he was able to dxigalncle of the same name,
duke of Bohemia, from Little Bohemia and to consaikchis control at the mo
of theVistula. However, Boleslaw could not reaclaims the conquest of Bohe
On the other hand, he was always loyal to the engbi€tto IIl. Under Otto, the
Italian politics of the family reached their peaikfhiled in the end. In 996, Ot
set off for Rome to receive the imperial crown @aodurn the town into a cent
of a new world empirdRenovatio Imperii Romanarawever, the Romans co




not see anything positive in Otf
politics of renewal and so he was
liged to leave Rome. Soon after,
fell seriously ill and died at the ag
22.The rule over the empire in It
collapsed.Also the coronation of
Hungarian Grand Duke, Stepha
in Gran, today's Esztergom, to
- - _ apostolic king (1001) and

Fig. 40: Gnesen at the turn of the millennium _ ) ]
promotion of the Polish capit

Gnesen, to an archbishopric (1000), under whose cadhitie bishoprics

Cracow, Breslau and Kolberg were put, are to be seeonnection with Otto

didea of Europe®, the effort to bring the still pageorld of the East to the cult

of the Occident. This way, the countries were to h# put of reach from t

Byzantine imperial rule in a political as well@digious respect and to be ope

to the culture of the Occident.

With the death of Otto Il in 1002, the male descants of Heinrich | dig)

out. By turning away from Otto's reno-

vation policy and turning his back on

the idea of the Frankish empire,

Heinrich Il succeeded in stabilising roya

reign in the empire again. Less succes

ful were his activities in the east.There

he fought for years with varying degree

of success against Boleslaw Chrobi

with whom he had clashed because ¢

the rule in Bohemia. Finally, the Polish

prince was able to prevail and defend tk

western border of his empire.The death

of Heinrich Il and Pope Benedict VIl

almostatthe sametimein July 1024 eve

allowed the Pole to realise his plans ¢

coronation. He was sent the crown fromr

Rome and putit on his head himself ongig_41: Otto 111, miniature from the
Christmas Day in the year 1024. Reichenau Gospel, detall




Since Heinrich had died witho
leaving a natural heir, with Conrad

the princes elected the Fran

(=Salian) House to the leading posi
of the empire.He waged war success
against Boleslaw's successors
alliance with Bohemia and
Principality of Kiev. Mieszko Il had
renounce the crown at Merseburg
1033 and had to accept the supre
of the emperor. After his death, Pol
became covered in the blood of
Fig. 42: Emperor Heinrich I (973-1024puccession disputes and, in 1038
statue, Bamberg Cathedral (around 12Z%hemian duke was able to loot Crad
and Gnesen and annex Silesia without any problems.

The historical importance of the Ottonian dynagtg mainly in the fact th{
in over 100 years of their kingdom, the complex psscof the creation of {
German Reich had largely been concluded. In theietiSaxons, whose cou
had never been a central area of the Frankish e&rbpiralso Poles, Bohemi
and Hungarians had found the union to 2Europe®. lartrular the Saxq
Emperors'wives played a decisive role in the denedot of science and art. O
Theophanu, the wife of Otto Il, a Byzantine princemsabled the Occide
productive access to the Byzantine culture thabwistanding at that time. T
convents of Gandersheim and Quedlinburg, the listtke burial place of Heinri
| and his wife, Mathilde, were not only places ofeembrance of their benefactg
but also places for royal representations anchgtpdint of historical traditio

After the disappearance of the Saxon EmperorsGuaitinad I, regal digni
was won (1024-1039) for the Frankish dynasty oS#l@ns. For a while, Con
made every effort to continue the Ottonian politims continuing the empi
church policy of his predecessors. Soon, howeveedena typically Salian po
with the promotion of the towns and the ministryfiofals of the empire aj
political counterbalance to the princes. The proorobf his son, Heinrich,
co-regent (1038) served the security of the dynastyrad increased the ra
power by collecting the South German duchies andiaag the crowns of Ita
and Burgundy. By means of the latter, the German ncbg@ained the importa




control of the passes in the Western Alps. The pay&ér remained more for
in Italy where the resident greats increased sipbieres of control.

Under the reign of Heinrich Il (1039-1056), the theratic kingdom, the s
premacy of the emperor towards the pope, which veasd on the unity of st;
and churchregnum et sacerdoteanhed a final peak. He was also able to pr
his legacy and to increase the esteem of the ebyphies marriage to Agnes
Poitou, the daughter of the duke of Aquitania. Theaes consequence was t
by means of this bond, the new knightly culture @frf€e could gain a foothg

in the German countries very quickly. The great ¢fgacame with the reign
his son, Heinrich IV (1056-1106). After the earlyttea his father and duri
the minority of Heinrich IV, the opposition of pries gained strength in the em

and also the reform papacy resisted the patrogdlge inperial rule. Coming

age, Heinrich, on the other hand, energetically strivedefend the rights of t
crown.With the ban on lay investiture by Pope Gnggdl (1075), the open fig
over the powers for pre-eminence in Christianitgdn@in the socalled Investit
Controversy. This fight mainly seized Germany aaky iind was recorded as
aGregorian reform?, Countess Mathilda of Tusciaqdi¢15), a great patrones
the abbey Nonantola and the city Modena, actedtasniediary together wi
abbot Hugo of Cluny at the famous meeting near Gaadetween the Empe
and the Pope. Original main aims of the reformenre we abolition of simo

the purchase of offices by priests and bishopsllaswf nicolaism, the marri
of a priest. Right from the start, the conflict ghsmticularly involved the key d
pute on the relations of religious and secular pdwe church order was to

made to an order independent of laypersons. Iniaddiso other conflicts of i
terests were argued.Allies of the emperor werertteegent towns and the majo
of the clerical princes, on the side of the popeweginly the secular princes

opposed royal power and were becoming more and pwaverful. On the occasi
of Milan's bishop's seat being taken, a fierce, foytg that was fought using
means over decades, broke out which, in the end, dmugttled through vario
compromises (Concordat of Worms, 1122). Even if ibpude between imper
rule and papacy over the predominance @n the Watld/hereas only a part
theorbis terrarwhthat time could be meant anyway + seems likgialtsquabb
today, it nevertheless had serious consequencesy Btrengthening the po

of princes and towns, it served to keep Germanytahduntil the 19th centu

in a state of political fragmentation which let ploditical maps of these count




appear like a patchwork system = many differemitdges and interes

Considering the history of mentality, it also lefttidct marks. In particular, t

separation between religious and secular sphiem&sdso it, which was to affg
many fields of art and culture. Only the Saliansyhnse four generation lo
reign radical changes took place in all spherée,ohade possible a renewa
royal power under the Staufer dynasty by the pensidefence of the rights
the German monarchy.

After Heinrich V died in 112
without leaving an heir,the inherita
of the Salians passed to the Swj
dynasty of the Staufer.After Conrag
(1137-1152), Germany reached a |
of imperial power again under
nephew, Frederick | Barbarg
(1152-1190) despite lengthy fight;
Northern Italy and domestic proble
Nevertheless, despite great succeq
alternated with serious defe
Frederick could not consolidate
imperial-royal power in the Germ
Reich just as his predecessors ang
cessors. So in 1155, he forced st

Fig.43:Emperor Frederick | (after 1122-119@hn to capitulate and destroyed
Kytthausen alliance of Crema in 1160 and fing
Milan itself in 1162. He marched to Rome (1167) &rded the pope to flee, [
nearly became victim of his own policy of conquist to an epidemic. Afte
serious defeat against the towns in Lombardy (1176), he patlused to Ital
refusal to be conquered once and for all. In orddaring peace to Germany,
gave to the rebellious Saxon Prince, Heinrich tbathe Duchy of Bavaria whi
had been taken away from him by Conrad lll, although it had beguced b
the march in the east which was given to Heinri€lBabenberg in 1156 as
independent Duchy of Austria. Besides that, Heirwehawarded special privild
concerning the hereditary nature of his new prialtiy the fief duties towa
the empire and jurisdiction.These rights becamitiredation for the subsequ
independent development of Austria. Upon returniagttie empire after t




adventure in Italy, Frederick | found himself conteml with the expansion
tendencies of Heinrich the Lion. A dispute over ighopric of Halberstadt

used as an excuse for imposing the outlawry inahge of the Emperor on hi
He lost his fiefs and the rest of his property@18d).Then, in 1181, he submitt
to the emperor in Erfurt's Peterskirche (St. Pe@risrch) and went into exile

England.This way, Frederick temporarily lost ofweyéul opponent. Frederic
supremacy was quickly also recognised again mdRold Hungary (1157) whi
had become estranged from the empire in the turrmobilthe Investitur
Controversy. Casimir of Poland also had to allovt Banerania had beco
subject to fief to Heinrich the Lion and later dilg to the empire and that t
land between the Elbe and the Oder had come corlglender German influeng

With the submission of Poland, Frederick was vigayowsupported by t

Bohemian duke which led to his coronation as kirb8). By means of a crusa
Frederick had already consolidated Germany's sapyeim Burgundy again
1153 and bound it lastingly to the empire througdrharriage to Beatrix of Hig
Burgundy (1156). In 1189, Frederick Barbarossa fsfetr @t crusade against
Saracens. His accidental death in Asia Minor in @h8ied a long and event
reign. His son, Heinrich VI, who had stayed behin@ermany and had marr
into the Sicilian-Norman royal dynasty in 1186, alidady had to wage war ag4
Heinrich the Lion in 1189, who had returned to Sayxdn 1192, the revolt spre
to Northwest Germany, soon also to the south. Afteigkeinrich had broug
peace to the empire, he turned towards Southem diadl forced his inherita

of the Kingdom of Sicily by force of arms.When heddon the way to a crusa
in 1197, Frederick Il left behind one child who wast three years old. Und
Frederick who, with the support of the pope to whbmhad to make concessigq
overcame all resistances, distinguished himselflas@ an exceptional class
changed the course of things, embedded in great,rebemsive cultural unio
but who strongly neglected the German Reich, the grawi the sovereign pring
increased up to the fragmentation in the so-catiedregnum.







going on a pilgrimage in arms towards the Holy Laexdisalem, which was un
Islamic rule,wasto be regained. Furthermore, paljgconomic and social inter
played a major role.

Of course, the crusade movement grew slowly atafirdtthe first armed t
across the sea followed a long phase of skirntistehates between the two wg
religions. Actually, Europe had got used to the gavece of the Muslims in t
Levant long ago. The reign of the Egyptian dynasthe Fatimides in Palest
had been lenient and the Christians living ther lbeen largely granted g
liberties. Christian pilgrims had free admissiotnéosacred places as welc

foreign currency earners. Pilgrimage tourism predpalt over Europe one co

meet pilgrims who were on their way because ofimlisness or to do pena
When, however, in 1070 the Turkish Seljuks took Jelem in the course of
fundamental shift of power within Islam, pilgrim&iraed home from Jerusal
telling about the desecration of the most sactesl @i Christianity and atrocit]
against Christians. Europe was in turmoil and deethnetaliation. From t
beginning, Christianity has contained 2a tendeneyatds intolerance® (Er

Benz).And already Augustinus knew of the idea®fukt Holy War, which wa|
however, always in connection with repulse and aefddow, it had become t
basic idea of the Armed Pilgrimage, the offensivewtlaan incredibly aggress
general tendency.This development was closely catheith the new image
Christ. The Son of God is actually seen as Jesusathsuffering and endur
terrible painwho,in a certain place, suffered @uifdr mankind.This fundame

rethinking is clearly shown in art. On the crossshen unapproachable ruling ¢
of former times who becomes the Man of Sorrow®sufi on the cross.And t
place of this Christian hero is besmirched by ueNezis#

And then, there was a Byzantine empire showing sigmeakness which, d
to domestic turmoil just at the time of the powgémuggles within the Isla
world,was hardly able to fulfil its task of prategEurope against the Asian war
which it had fulfilled for centuries.While BulgarsaCumans and Russians
its walls tremble, it lost its Asian provinces ®Tilrks. It was just a questio

Europe would be open to the Islam.Therefore, thedByme emperor sent a (

heard by the emerging Italian commercial centidmalfi, Genoa, Pisa andVe
which, in a war against the Muslims, saw a greasgroehof increasing their trg




power, of opening the eastern Mediterranean Se¢éhandade in the Levant f
European goods.

Also, there was the problematic structure of ngbilite belligerent warrio
had become a danger to their own society, maintyregs when the immedi
enemies from outside were absent. Because of thatthorder were seriou
disturbed, the authorities could not cope with &kl hen, first in the churchme

arose the idea to steer the wild pugnacity of thghts from the Christians towa
the outside, to send them into the 2Holy War°to Sagb de Compostela in Sp
to Jerusalem or to Europe’s still pagan East atidstiyrning the belligerent m

from a permanent threat to peasants at home ilti@spof Christ and thus, her:
for the Occident. So their outstanding position atisty could be legitimisg
anew and the continuous threat coming from theniatbe reduced.The crusa
became the killing martyr, the killer became a sBiv@ orders of knights j

arising at this time (Knights of St. John of Jezngdlnights Templar, Teuto

Knights, etc.) created the monk-warrior which ha@renthinkable until th{
time.

Even though the first crusade (1096-1099) wasamhijitquite successfu
Jerusalem was captured after a massacre amoagulaipn + the overall res
of this@transnational® undertaking was negativefireseand most important ai
the capture of the sacred sites, could only be edaicin about 100 years bef
they were lost again and, with the fall of Akkong1p the end of the Holy Wa
was sealed.The second aim, the support of Byzamgidno a profound hostili
between the once allies, and the third aim, the 2paamisation® of Lat
Christianity by means of joint undertakings agdimestommon enemy, was
achieved either. Quite the reverse * in the closg gxpeditions, the 2nationa
differences between Germans, Frenchmen and Engfishteasified. And als
corporativee rivalry contributed its share to tnkife of the idea of the crusa




