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1 The name of the parish replaced the former “honra” [a type of Portuguese administrative division] and municipality of 
Ovelha do Marão. Also called Bobadela (Costa, 1706-1712).  

Upstream view.

Aerial view.
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2  We did not include the crossing of Chaves, despite its remarkable Roman origin, because we consider that, from a 
Medieval point of view, the main crossings between the Minho and the Trás-os-Montes regions were those we mentioned, 
which were located to the south of the old Aquae Flaviae, whose importance declined in favour of Vila Real or even Canaveses. 
Chaves, important for its location between Bracara Augusta and Asturica, on the path of a well-known route associated with the 
mining industry, ceased to take on the role it played when, in 104 AD, Trajan ordered the completion of the ancient crossing. 
Furthermore, a study about the evolution of the communication routes located to the north of the Douro is yet to be made. 
As referred by Humberto Baquero Moreno (1982: 193): “it is still necessary to ascertain to which extent did this network [of 
Roman roads] reach the term of the Portuguese Middle Ages in perfect working conditions”.

3 The description included in the Numeramento from 1527 is particularly expressive: “This village features a long street, with 
no walls, where São Gonçalo stands, close to a bridge over the river Tâmega, facing Gouveia and Covelo” (Freire, 1905: 241-273).

Bridge of Canaveses (missing) (Marco 
de Canaveses). Source: IHRU archive.

Bridge of Saint Gonçalo (Amarante). Downstream view.
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4 José Cornide, a noble Spaniard from the Enlightenment period who travelled the peninsula in the second half of the 
18th century, left us a note about the bridge of Meimoa and the issue of river silting, which caused the destruction and 
abandonment of certain bridges: “After having a poor meal at a terrible inn, I left Fundão; up the valley, about a league away, I 
passed a fine stone bridge over a river called Meymoa [Meimoa creek], which springs from the Mountain of Gardunha and that, 
little further down, joins the Zêzere; another league ahead I passed by another fine stone bridge with 9 arches; but both this 
and the previous will soon be clogged with the many sands carried by these rivers, which, at that time, one could pretty much 
walk over” (Manuel Abascal & Cebrián: 2009: 705).

Cruise.
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5 On this subject, please read the textes about the Churches of Saint Mary of Sobretâmega and Saint Nicholas of Canaveses, 
Marco de Canaveses.

Cruise. Inscription.

Bridge of the Meimoa creek (Penamacor). Upstream view. Source: IHRU archive.
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6 In 1605, the monarch ordered the issue of a provision to put an end to the “major disorders” that occurred while collecting 
the “sisa” [type of tax] which was intended for the construction of bridges (Silva, 1854: 132-133).

7 In this regard, please read Serrão (2000: 358-361).
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[NR]

8 [S.a.] – João de Deos: história de um engeitado. Archivo Rural. N. º 6 (1863) and following years. The novel, published in 
instalments, describes the political and social atmosphere of northern Portugal during the first French invasion, mentioning the 
routes covered by the troops along the Marão, either through Ovelha or Padrões da Teixeira.
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CHRONOLOGY

1258: the patronage of the church of Saint Mary of Aboadela was property of the Monastery of Pombeiro;

14th century: Ovelha do Marão, term which included the parishes of Aboadela and Canadelo, was a Medieval 
“beetria”;

1550: on the death of Jorge de Lencastre, the Medieval “beetria” becomes the property of the Crown, by order 
of King João III;

1630: construction date of the cruise at the east entrance of the Bridge;

17th century: construction period of the Bridge of Fundo de Rua;

18th century: the term of Ovelha do Marão is transferred to the jurisdiction of the master grantees and barons 
of Mateus;

2010: integration of the Bridge of Fundo de Rua in the Route of the Romanesque.
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