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Downstream view (1962). 
Source: IHRU archive.
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1 Years before, the same author said: “without any exception, considering the dozens of known examples, it seems that we 
are always before a Medieval bridge when its arches are acute. And we may classify them as Gothic” (Almeida, 1968: 124-125).

2 The chronicler Francisco Craesbeeck (1992: 196) mentions the existence of four “veigas” [tilled plains] close to the Bridge, 
two on each bank of the river Sousa.

3 On this site and its properties, please refer to the documents published in Lopes (2004: 365-366).

Downstream view.
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4 INSTITUTO GEOGRÁFICO DO EXÉRCITO – Carta militar de Portugal [Material cartográfico/Cartographic collection]. 
[Escala/Scale 1:25.000] n.º 99 – Felgueiras. Lisboa: Instituto Geográfico do Exército, 1998.

5 Here, the presence of Pombeiro (Felgueiras) is strong and clear in the 13th and 14th centuries, as proven by the available 
documents published in Lopes (2004: 359-367). The power of that Monastery rivalled with that of another institution: Bustelo, 
which currently belongs to the municipality of Penafiel.  In the village of Rio itself, close to the Bridge of Veiga, the monks from 
Pombeiro owned a farmhouse that paid “voz e coima” [a legal tax] to the monarch during the period of King Dinis and their 
annual lease was 1 lamb and 1 chicken; and on the other side of the river, the houses of Martim Anes were taxed except for “voz 
e coima”. The first commendatory abbot of Pombeiro, friar Amaro, the confessor of the Queen Filipa de Lencastre, took refuge 
in São Fins (around 1427). He was fleeing the plague and, despite giving up the church of Torno in 1446, we could actually be 
responsible for the construction of this Bridge (Lopes, 2004: 361, 364-365).

6 TRANT, Nicolau – [Mappa do distrito entre os rios Douro e Minho feito pela ordem do Ilm.º e Exm.º Snr Nicolau Trant, brigadeiro 
encarregado do governo das armas do partido do Porto, anno 1813] [Material cartográfico/Cartographic collection]. Escala/Scale 
[1:193000]. 1861. Lisboa.

7 The authors of the archaeological inventory of Lousada (Nunes, Sousa & Gonçalves, 2008: 214) say that the Bridge of 
Veiga was located “on the old road that headed from Senhora da Aparecida to Unhão”. 

Map showing the main roads located close to the Bridge (adapted from Depósito dos Trabalhos Geodésicos, 1861). Source: 
National Digital Library.
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8 On the communication routes located to the north of the Douro and the first inventory of road heritage, please refer to 
Almeida (1968; 1973: 40-57).  

9 Not all chapels or churches dedicated to Saint James, Saint Roch or Saint Gonçalo are necessarily associated with important 
crossing points. The territory is packed with these hagiotoponyms and such does imply they are marks of pilgrimage routes. It 
was very common for the occasional or usual traveller (merchants, pedlars, lepers, etc.) to commend themselves to Christ and the 
Virgin in their countless titles: of the Good Passage, of Help, of the Good Deliverance, etc. On the other hand, figures like Saint 
Mary Magdalene, who washed the Saviour’s feet, gave her name to certain chapels that were associated with welfare complexes 
such as the paradigmatic example of Caldas de Aregos, in Resende. On this issue, please read Resende (2011). 

10 One of the most popular from the national legendary corpus is Queen Mafalda, sometimes mistaken by her 
granddaughter, a Cistercian saint. On the matter, please refer to what we wrote in the Churches of Sobretâmega and Saint 
Nicholas of Canaveses (Marco de Canaveses).
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11 Please refer to Duarte & Barros (1997: 77-118).
12 Between 1531-1532, Fernandes & Barros (2001: 92-93) also mention a few that were part of the Lamego circuit: 

“Bagaúste, which belongs to Your Lordship [Bishop of Lamego], Régua, which belongs to the Bishop of Porto, and to His 
Excellence Fernando, the Carvalho, which belongs to a “quintã” [small manorial unit], Moledo, which was created by Queen 
Mafalda, Bernaldo, which belongs to a “quintã”, Porto de Rey, also created by Queen Mafalda, barges of Moledo and Porto de 
Rey, whose construction was ordered by the same Queen who left them to certain “quintãs” and “casais” [farmhouses] so they 
could support the boatmen who drive the barges without charging large amounts, no matter how full and unruly the Douro is 
(...)”. Downstream from Porto de Rei (Resende) we highlight the already mentioned boat of Aregos, associated with the welfare 
complex that included a leper hospital and thermal baths, and also the ones in Pala (Baião), Mourilhe (Cinfães) and Fontelas 
(Cinfães). On the boats of the inner Douro (which the author calls “Iberian” Douro) please read Abreu (2006: 45-75). 

13 In 1179, he stipulated certain legacies, among which 300 “morabitinos” [former Portuguese currency unit] for the 
“bridge over the Douro”. The money should be handed over to the monks of Saint John of Tarouca (Reuter, 1938: 365).

14 It was Bernardo’s boat (as previous note).
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15 Viterbo (1865: 153) raises the possibility that the bridge had already been completed and, at some point, demolished; he 
rejects the authorship ascribed to Mafalda, “because, in 1179, her grandfather, King Afonso Henriques had already left it 3000 
“maravedis” [former Portuguese currency unit]”. He also quotes the will of Sancha Vermudes that, in 1205, mentions certain 
properties located in Barrô (Resende) close to the bridge over the Douro.
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16 Valerio Martins de Oliveira wrote the following words about the place on which the foundations of any building should 
be based (1748: 28): “that the foundations that we build must penetrate all the unstable and loose soil; if the site is not robust 
or does not inspire much trust, we can use a oak or olive wood palisade, because when this wood is placed underground it 
normally lasts for many years, with its sturdy bar on top, with the largest and thickest slabs there are and we are able to find; 
and if it is built in the water, this palisade should be made of stone pine wood (...)”.

Barge. Source: Vizetelly, 1947, p. 56.
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17 Regarding the Douro and Montemuro region, we have some construction deeds that even allow us to follow the path of 
a particular stonemason who is specialized in the construction of bridges. This is Timóteo de Calheiros, born in the region of Vila 
Nova de Cerveira, who signed the deed for the construction of the new bridge of Lagariça (Resende) in 1734 and committed 
himself to build a crossing in Loivos do Monte (Baião) in 1767.

18 The “assinados” were individual pieces of paper in which an educated person would write a text intended to document 
a specific act (purchase, sale, building construction, service, etc.), which was then signed by the parties, witnessed and then 
considered valid. We do not know what their legal relevance actually was because, given that they were not recorded in the 
notarial notes, they became documents easy to manipulate. This way, their authors were exempt from the payment of fees and 
from the bureaucratic process. On this type of documents, please read Resende (2005).

19 In which there were, naturally, other trades and craftsmen, such as carpenters and blacksmiths.
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20 “At the fifteenth, that the Souza features a Stone Bridge with a single arch in this parish” (Borges, 1758).

Downstream view. Arch top.
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Upstream view. Arch and platform.
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21 On hoisting devices, please read Gómez Canales (2005: 85).
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Stone path leading to the Bridge.
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22 The current walkway, which is partially preserved, shows traces of the groove left by the wheels of the oxcarts.
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View of the platform and the stone 
path (1962). Source: IHRU archive.

View of the platform and the stone 
path (1962). Source: IHRU archive.
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[NR]

23 We should note that, in 1726, the church of Torno did not feature a tabernacle, meaning it was necessary to get the 
communion wafer from the nearest church (perhaps Unhão, Felgueiras) (Craesbeeck, 1992:196).

24 This was the origin of several abuses, as we may infer from the royal provision of 1605 on taxes intended for the 
reconstruction and repair of bridges (Silva, 1854: 1605-1606).
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CHRONOLOGY

de Torno, which was the abbey’s church;

15th century (1st half): construction of the Bridge of Veiga;

17th and 18th centuries: conduction of conservation and reinforcement works;

1726: Francisco Craesbeeck mentions the existence of parapets on the Bridge;

1758: the vicar of Torno, Félix Borges, points out that within the limits of his parish there was only one masonry 
bridge, which had a single arch;

20th century: subject to motor-vehicle traffic, the Bridge of Veiga decays and is replaced by a concrete pontoon;

2010: the Bridge of Veiga becomes part of the Route of the Romanesque.
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