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HISTORICAL SUMMARY

T

1 In 1344-1345, Inês Martins Moreira, a lady from the Moreiras lineage or family (whose sphere of action and domain were 
Celorico and Tarouquela (Cinfães)), was a nun here (Sottomayor-Pizarro, 1997: 1043). And, in 1431, there are still references 
to the abbess Beatriz Vasques and the chaplain Friar Gonçalo Anes, a monk of Fonte Arcada (Amarante) (Santo Tomás, 1651: 
388). This secularization of Lufrei should be understood within the reformist process of the archbishopric led by Fernando da 
Guerra (Marques, 1988).

2 Although, in 1692, Father Torcato Peixoto said it was a vicarage attached to Saint Gonçalo of Amarante (Azevedo, 1845: 434).
3 As a result of the Bull Gravissimum Christi ecclesiaum regendi et gubernandi munus (IGREJA CATÓLICA. Papa, Leão XIII – 

Gravissimum Christi ecclesiaum regendi et gubernandi munus [Bull from September 30th 1881]).

General view.
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THE MONUMENT IN THE MEDIEVAL PERIOD

I

4 About this matter, please read Botelho (2010a: 395; 2010b: 59).

East façade.West façade.
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West façade. Portal.

North façade. South façade.
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5 In the context of the conservation and protection interventions of the Church of Lufrei, promoted by the Route of the 
Romanesque in 2013, the basin was moved to the interior of the nave as a preventive measure. The decision on its final location 
has not yet been taken.

South side surroundings. Tombs. South side surroundings. Tomb.

Chancel. Back wall (behind the main altarpiece). Mural painting.
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Triumphal arch. Top of the wall. Mural painting. Calvary.

Nave. North wall before the intervention 
carried out by the Route of the 
Romanesque (2013). Mural painting. Fake 
altarpiece.
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THE MONUMENT IN THE MODERN PERIOD

T

6 In 1707, as Francisco Craesbeeck (1992: 59) states, it didn’t have a tabernacle; it was probably placed there at a much later 
date, as proven by the additions made to the altarpiece: tabernacle and throne from the late 18th century or the early 19th century.

7  The chronicler also mentions that, surmounting the altarpiece, there was a painted image of the “Eternal Father” which 
no longer exists (Craesbeeck, 1992: 59). 

Chancel. Main altarpiece before the intervention carried out by the Route of the Romanesque (2013).
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8 Regarding the name Saint Saviour, Saviour or Divine Saviour, please read what we wrote in the Church of Tabuado (Marco 
de Canaveses).

9 In 1726, this image was clothed with a dress, in other words, a dress with stripes on its sleeves (Craesbeeck, 1992: 59).

Chancel. Main altarpiece on the 
Gospel side. Painting. Saint Peter.

Sacristy. Sculpture. The Saviour.Chancel. Main altarpiece on the 
Epistle side. Painting. Saint Paul.
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Nave. Collateral altarpiece on the Gospel side before 
the intervention carried out by the Route of the Romanesque. 
(2013).

Nave. Collateral altarpiece on the Epistle side before 
the intervention carried out by the Route of the Romanesque. 
(2013).
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CONTEMPORARY INTERVENTIONS 

I

[MLB / NR]

10 Roiz, Francisco Feliciano – Missiva de 26 de outubro de 1864. IRHU/Arquivo ex-DGEMN/DREMN, Cx. 3216/3 –
Correspondência igrejas do concelho de Amarante. 1864-1867.

11 Peixoto, António da Silva Ribeiro – Missiva de 27 de outubro de 1967 [SIPA.TXT.00671387] PT 
DGEMN:DSID-001/013-004-1979/1 [Online]. Available at www: <URL: http://www.monumentos.pt> [Nº IPA 
PT0011301210010].

12 Ofício n.º 222 de 9 de março de 1968 [SIPA.TXT.00671388]. In Idem.
13 Idem.
14 DECREE no. 516. O.G. [Official Gazette] Series I. 274 (71-11-22) 1798-1799.
15 Peixoto, António da Silva Ribeiro – Missiva de 25 de agosto de 1972 [SIPA.TXT.00901112] PT DGEMN: 

DSARH-010/026-0108 [Online]. Available at www: <URL: http://www.monumentos.pt>. [Nº IPA PT0011301210010].
16 Ofício n.º 878 de 3 de setembro de 1972 [SIPA.TXT.00671398] PT DGEMN:DSID-001/013-004-1979/1 [Online]. 

Available at www: <URL: http://www.monumentos.pt>. [Nº IPA PT0011301210010].

New church of Lufrei.
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Nave. North wall. Mural painting. Saint Andrew. Nave and chancel, during the intervention carried out 
by the Route of the Romanesque (2013).
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[RR]

CHRONOLOGY

1258: the witnesses of the royal inquiry mention the family of Gonçalo João da Pedreira as founders (and pa-
trons) of the monastery of Lufrei;

1455: the monastic Church is reduced to a secular Church by archbishop Fernando da Guerra;

1726: Francisco Craesbeeck describes the Church with its “ancient-style altarpiece”, just like we know it today;

1882: the parish of Lufrei is transferred from the archdiocese of Braga to the diocese of Porto;

1971: classification of the Church of Lufrei as Public Interest Building;

2001: abandonment of the Church of Lufrei, whose worship was transferred to a new temple;

2010: the Church of Lufrei becomes part of the Route of the Romanesque;

2013: general conservation of the roofing and conservation and restoration of altarpieces and mural paintings;

2014-2015: general conservation of the Church of Lufrei at the level of the outer vestments, access doors and 
lighting and ventilation openings.
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