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HISTORICAL SUMMARY

T

1 Several separate reports on the archaeological findings have been discovered in the site. These are written and oral testimonies 
on the historic importance of this space that drew Martins Sarmento and José Leite de Vasconcelos’ attention (1903: 66-68).

2 The lands of Cinfães (São Salvador), Tendais and Ferreiros had been donated by the Count Henrique to Egas Gosendes, 
the paternal grandfather of Egas Moniz, known as the governor and schoolmaster of the first king of Portugal. According to A. 
de Almeida Fernandes (1946: 30-35), he died around 1130 and, shortly afterwards, his grandson, Mem Moniz, together with 
his wife, Cristina das Astúrias, are referred to as the landlords of rural villages in the Tendais and Ferreiros region. Therefore, the 
division of assets and rights associated with the region’s lands by “the Ribadouro” family took place during the second half of 
the 12th century.

Aerial view. On the bottom right corner, the Church of Saint Christopher of Nogueira.
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West façade.
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North façade. Nave. Frieze and later works.

THE MONUMENT IN THE MEDIEVAL PERIOD 

S

3 About the subject, please read Botelho (2010: 41-52). 
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East and north façades.
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4 ADL – Visitações, São Cristóvão de Nogueira, fl. 31.

South façade.
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West façade. Portal. South façade. Nave. Portal.

South façade. Nave. Portal. Voussoirs.
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South façade. Nave. Corbel. South façade. Nave. Corbel. 

South façade. Nave. Corbel.
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42 Church of Saint John of Cinfães. Tympanum.
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THE MONUMENT IN THE MODERN PERIOD

D

5 “The Ecumenical Council was a practice introduced in the 4th century by the Church, in which an assembly of bishops 
and other important figures discussed emerging issues affecting the Christian community as a whole” (Barbosa, 2000: 405).

Nave and chancel. Altars.
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Nave. North wall. Altarpiece. Nave. South wall. Altarpiece. Nave. South wall. Altarpiece.

7 The other brotherhood was the one of the Lord of the Steps or the Souls; on May 26th, 1800, its major-domos contracted 
the carpenter Manuel de Sousa Mesquita, who lived in the hamlet of Igreja, to finish the carpentry work of the new house of 
the Lord (ADV – Notariais, Livro 185/2, fls. 82-83).
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Chancel. Roof. Panelled coffers.
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Nave. Roof. Panelled coffers.

8 On the distribution of devotions and monastic properties in this region, please read Resende (2011). 
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CONTEMPORARY INTERVENTIONS

I

[MLB / NR]
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CHRONOLOGY

1070: first known reference to the land of São Salvador;

1258: simultaneous references to São Salvador de Nogueira and São Cristóvão de Nogueira;

1527: in the Numeramento there is a reference to the municipality of São Cristóvão de Nogueira, with six villages 
and 134 residents;

1739: in the Descripçam corografica do reyno de Portugal..., the parish of São Cristóvão shows up with 420 dwell-
ings and 1303 inhabitants;

1778-1794: period of documented works on the structure and integrated heritage;

1982: removal of plasters; 

2005: completion of several restoration works;

2010: integration of the Church of Saint Christopher of Nogueira in the Route of the Romanesque;

2014-2015: works for the general conservation of the Church, mostly at the levels of the roofs and external walls.
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