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HISTORICAL SUMMARY

T

1 Crispiniano da Fonseca (1957: 355-356) and other authors (Correia et al., 1963) insist on the idea of “tavolado, as military 
exercise or a wooden tower”, while ignoring that, more than the activities or objects, the material that allowed the construction 
(which could be abundant in the area), could be the in origin of the toponym. 

2 On the issue of the Holy Saviour and the Saviour, please read what we wrote in the Church of Ribas, Celorico de Basto.
3 Please note the similar case of the Monastery of Ancede, Baião.
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Aerial view.

4 Francisco Craesbeeck (1992) contradicts him, not knowing the reason why he mentions “Farias”.
5 About this dispute read Fonseca (1957: 370-371). The patrons’ right to be buried in the chancel and to use this space during 

their lifetime (together with the claim of sitting on the stalls) are some of the statutory issues mentioned in several disputes.
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THE MONUMENT IN THE MEDIEVAL PERIOD

B

6 In this case, we should understand “comarca” as “ecclesiastical boundary”.
7 By way of example, please read the study by Mattoso, Krus & Bettencourt (1982: 17-74).

General view.
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West façade. Monastery of Paço de Sousa (Penafiel). Church. 
West façade.



165

West façade. Portal.

8 So, Manuel Monteiro (1943: 5-21) identified the existence of all the features of what he defined as the “nationalised 
Romanesque” group in the monuments of the city of Coimbra, thus listing a series of features he considered as being typical 
from the Romanesque style of “terra” [a type of Portuguese administrative division] of Sousa, such as the arcatures that 
support the cornices, the composition of the portals, the almost complete absence of the human figure in terms of sculptural 
representation and the erudite nature of the sculpted ornaments’ plasticity. 

9 Miguel Salomão’s episcopate (1162-1176) was probably the most active building period of the old Coimbra cathedral. 
10 On the subject, please read Botelho (2010a: 405).

Church of Sousa (Felgueiras). West façade. Portal.
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West façade. Portal. Corbel.

Bell tower.

11 On the subject, please read Botelho (2010b).
12 On the subject, please read Botelho (2010a: 379).

North façade. South façade. Nave. Portal.
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Aerial view.

Triumphal arch. Capitals. 

General interior view from the nave.
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Triumphal arch. Capitals. 

Chancel. Back wall. Mural painting. 
Saint John the Baptist, the Saviour and 

Saint James the Greater.

13 The most well-known legend regarding Asclepius is a legacy from Pindar. The legend tells us that, after the nymph 
Coronis got pregnant with Apollo’s child, and fearing that this love would not last, she had decided to marry a mortal. The 
god, infuriated, decided to take his revenge, punishing her with death. But when the body of the young woman began to be 
consumed in the funeral pyre, Apollo, full of remorse, rescued his living son from his mother’s womb. And he became Asclepius, 
his favourite son. Regarded by humans as the god of medicine, who kept or restored the heat of life and the light of day to 
mortals, Asclepius was seen with great devotion across the entire ancient world, both Greek and Roman. And his worship was 
not just for religious purposes, but also therapeutic (Hacquard, 1986: 48-49). Latin name Aesculapius (Esculápio) derives from 
his Greek name Asklepios.  

14 “Salvatore” (Mercati & Pelzer, 1958: 684).
15 “Gesù Cristo” (Pedro, 2000: 216-218).
16 By way of example, we mention the following passages: At 4, 11-12; I Ts 1, 10; I Tm 1, 15 or Tt 2, 10-15.
17 Please read also: Rm 1, 16; I Co 1, 18 or At 13, 47.
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The chancel: the mural painting

T
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Chancel.
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THE MONUMENT IN THE MODERN PERIOD

E

18 ADP – Paroquiais, Tabuado, Inventário de peças e ornamentos. Livro 009, fl. 206 ss. [Online]. [Visited on November 20th, 
2011]. Available at www: <URL: http://pesquisa.adporto.pt/>.

19 From the inspections conducted during that period, we have collected the following dates: 2-9-1590; 14-10-1603; 17-
10-1604; 7-11-1607; 27-9-1609; 22-10-1615; 22-10-1620, 22-11-1621; 30-11-1622; 8-10-1623; 3-10-1627; 4-12-1629; 
15-9-1633; 4-5-1637; 22-11-1638; 18-6-1639; 18-10-1644 (Idem, ibid., fl. 217).

20 Camlet, a wool fabric, sometimes ornamented with silk.
21 A cotton fabric.
22 Curtains.
23 It was crossed out by a different hand.
24 Added using a different handwriting.
25 Idem.
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26 Added using a different ink.
27 Idem, ibid, fl. 218 v.º.
28 Idem.
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29 SGMF – Comissão Jurisdicional dos Bens Cultuais, Porto, Marco de Canaveses, Arrolamento dos bens cultuais, Taboado, 
ACMF/Arquivo/CJBC/PTO/MDC/ARROL/024 (Process) [Online]. Available at www: <URL: http://badigital.sgmf.pt>/Arquivo-
CJBC--PTO-MDC--ARROL---024. fls. 1-1 v.º.

30 Idem, ibid., fl. 4.
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Reproduction of the cover of DGEMN’s 
Bulletin no. 125 (1972), focused 
on the intervention carried out 
in the Church of Tabuado.

CONTEMPORARY INTERVENTIONS

I

31 Cunha, Joaquim Pereira da – [Cópia] Missiva, 13 de janeiro de 1945. IRHU/Arquivo ex-DGEMN/DREMN 2522. Igreja de 
Tabuado. Marco de Canaveses (January 14th, 1941 to April 24th, 1972). S2/E47/P.7 Cx.0049.

32 Tabuado, Marco de Canaveses. O Comércio do Porto (January 24th 1945). Idem.
33 Ofício 469, 26 de julho de 1945. Idem.
34 Regarding this subject, please read Neto (2001).
35 On the subject, please read Botelho (2010a).
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36 Ofício 469, 26 de julho de 1945. Idem.
37 Cunha, Joaquim Pereira da, 19 de dezembro de 1962 [SIPA.TXT.00627602] PT DGEMN:DSID-001/013-1835/2 [Nº IPA 

PT011307240010] [Online]. Available at www: <URL: http://www.monumentos.pt>.

Nave before the intervention carried out 
by the DGEMN. Source: IHRU archive.

Nave before the intervention carried out 
by the DGEMN. Source: IHRU archive.
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North façade before the intervention carried out by the DGEMN. Source: IHRU archive.

38 [Cópia, 20 de abril de 1963], [SIPA.TXT.00627617]. Idem.
39 Idem. 

Tabuado. Marco de Canaveses (January 14th, 1941 to April 24th, 1972). S2/E47/P.7 Cx.0049.

Canaveses (January 14th, 1941 to April 24th

Canaveses – Ventilação e protecção dos frescos do altar-mor”.



180

Drawing of the altar table from 1967. Source: IHRU archive.

Drawing of the altar table from 1988. 
Source: IHRU archive.

42 Ofício 1128, 2 de novembro de 1968. IRHU/ Arquivo ex-DGEMN/DREMN 2522. Igreja de Tabuado. Marco de Canaveses 
(January 14th, 1941 to April 24th, 1972). S2/E47/P.7 Cx.0049.

43 This is not the moment to debate this topic, however, it is our duty to draw attention to this rather paradigmatic situation 
within the context of our Romanesque architecture. For a further development of this topic, please read Botelho (2010a: 334).
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[MLB / NR]

[RR]

44 Ofício 469, 26 de julho de 1945. Idem.
45 Idem.
46 Informação, 21 de janeiro de 1964. IRHU/ Arquivo ex-DGEMN/DREMN 2522. Igreja de Tabuado. Marco de Canaveses 

(January 14th, 1941 to April 24th, 1972). S2/E47/P.7 Cx.0049.
47 Ofício n.º 1500, 15 de dezembro de 1964. Idem.
48 Igreja Paroquial de Tabuado (imóvel de interesse público). Relação dos trabalhos realizados com as obras de restauro e 

conservação do imóvel, 3 de julho de 1972. Idem. 
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CHRONOLOGY

1258: first reference to “Saint Mary of Tabulata”;

1320: the Church of Tabuado pays a tax of 105 Portuguese “libras”;

1475: the “couto” of Tabuado is reduced to a secular abbey;

15th century (late): probable chronologic period regarding the development of the Church’s painting campaigns;

1912: handover of the assets of the parish of Tabuado to the municipal commission for cultural heritage;

1955-1972: period of conservation and restoration interventions at the Church of Tabuado; 

2010: the Church of Tabuado becomes part of the Route of the Romanesque;

2013: works for the renovation of the roofs and the preservation of the external walls.
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