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THE “MARMOIRAIS [MEMORIALS]” 

“I

Aerial view.
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Memorial of Alpendorada. Arch opening detail. Church of Vila Boa de Quires (Marco de Canaveses). 
South façade. Nave. Arcosoliums.

Monastery of Paço de Sousa (Penafiel). Church. Nave. 
Sarcophagus of Egas Moniz.

Monastery of Vila Boa do Bispo (Marco de Canaveses). 
Church. Nave. North wall. Tomb of Júrio Geraldes.

Memorial of Sobrado (Castelo de Paiva). Memorial of Ermida (Penafiel).
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1 João Pedro Ribeiro (1860: 199) clarifies that “Pedr’Alvres Nogueira, in the Manuscript Catalogue of the Bishops of Coimbra 
states, somewhere, that Count Sesnando was buried in a Memorial, which featured an Arch, whose place was unknown, and, 
elsewhere, he states that it was said that the grave was in the Churchyard”.

2 While memorials are mentioned in documents from the 10th century onwards, it seems that around the 15th and 16th 
centuries their construction had not been a habit for a long time, something that coincides with the fact that the practice of 
prestigious burials inside churches had already begun in the early 13th century (Silva, 1998: 22, 31, note 24).

3 Besides the ones that were already mentioned in the text, the arch of Paradela (Tarouca), the memorial of Odivelas and 
the arch of Lordelo (Ancede, Baião) are also noteworthy. Built on the side of the road that connected the Monastery of Ancede 
to Pala, this memorial was demolished in the 19th century. About this subject, please read note 9 from the chapter about the 
Bridge of Esmoriz, Baião.
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4 Popular tradition has been confusing this figure with her grandmother, Queen Mafalda of Savoy (1125-1157), the wife 
of King Afonso Henriques (k. 1143-1185). In fact, they were both personalities who deeply marked the Douro regions and to 
whom the chronicles and tradition ascribed the creation of inns, the building of bridges, the construction of chapels and other 
pious acts. From the anthropological point of view, we should note that, through these two Mafaldas, the popular imagination 
weaved a bond with royalty (Silva, 1986: 22).

5 As described by Friar Fortunato de São Boa Ventura (2008: 104), in his text from 1814: “when the mule departed from Rio 
Tinto it headed towards Arouca; after making three stops, whose memory is still kept today by three arches or “moimentos” 
from that period, it finally arrived to the church of Arouca (...)”. 

6 About the subject, please read Botelho (2010: 367).
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THE MARMORIAL [MEMORIAL] OF ALPENDORADA

W

7 Pedro Vitorino (1998: 9, note 1) tries to explain the absence of an epitaph in certain monuments with the fact that these 
“usually belonged to noble people, and according to the eldest it was an unnecessary element”. 

8 In fact, in an almost unknown text from 1937, Abílio Miranda (1937, 12-13) himself fits the Memorial of Alpendorada 
within the typology that he classifies as “double sarcophagus: one under the arcosolium and the another above it – from 
Lordelo and Alpendorada – most likely, husband and wife”. We regret the fact that Pedro Vitorino isn’t more accurate in terms 
of the context of the discovery made by this man from Penafiel, surely between 1937 and 1943.

General view.
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Detail of the base with mortuary cavity. “Templars’ grave” (Marco de Canaveses).

Memorial of Sobrado (Castelo de Paiva). Lid detail. 
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9 Tit. XVI, Act X “as cemeteries should not bury those who die in tournaments, as well as thieves”.
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THE MEMORIAL TODAY
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10 Ofício da Câmara Municipal de Marco de Canaveses, 4th July 1939 [SIPA.TXT.01492743]. PT DGEMN:DSARH-010/139-008 
[Online]. Available at www: <URL: http://www.monumentos.pt>. [N.º IPA PT011307010004].

11 Cópia, 1st October 1947 [SIPA.TXT.00626540]. DGEMN:DSID-001/013-1832/3 [Online]. Available at www: <URL: http://
www.monumentos.pt>. [N.º IPA PT011307010004].

12 Lobo, Mário – Missiva, 15th June 1951 [SIPA.TXT.01492727 and SIPA.TXT.01492728]. DGEMN:DSARH-010/139-007.
13 Ofício n.º 3166, 27th July 1951 [SIPA.TXT.01492730].
14 Ofício da Câmara Municipal do Marco de Canaveses, 30th October 1962 [SIPA.TXT.01492735].
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[MLB]

15 Idem.
16 Ofício n.º 1558, 18th December 1962. [SIPA.TXT.01492738].
17 Ofício n.º 956, 26th September 1972 [SIPA.TXT.00626558]. DGEMN:DSID-001/013-1832/3. [Online]. Available at www: 

<URL: http://www.monumentos.pt>. [N.º IPA PT011307010004].
18 Ofício da Direção-Geral do Ensino Superior e das Belas-Artes, 13th December 1970. [SIPA.TXT.00626556 and SIPA.

TXT.00626557].
19 Ofício da Direção-Geral dos Assuntos Culturais, 23th November 1972 [SIPA.TXT.00626564].
20 Ofício n.º 585, 27th August 1975 [SIPA.TXT.00626576 and SIPA.TXT.00626577].



96

CHRONOLOGY

12th century: possible dating of the Memorial of Alpendorada;

1910: listing of the Memorial of Alpendorada as a National Monument;

1976: consolidation of the foundations, general cleaning, improvements in the surrounding area and new access 
steps to the Memorial of Alpendorada, all done under the DGEMN’s responsibility;

2010: integration of the Memorial of Alpendorada in the Route of the Romanesque. 
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