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HISTORICAL SUMMARY

B

1 In 1758 the parish priest Manuel Teixeira Barbosa refers that near the parish, “to the east and through the hill there is a 
road that people have been continuously using to get to different parts of the Kingdom” (Barbosa, 1758). It was the road that 
connected Amarante to Lixa (Felgueiras). 

2 João de Barros (1919: 77), in 1549, says that the “Monastery of Freixo” had “Canons Regular, but few of them”, yielding 
200 thousand “réis” [former Portuguese currency unit] to the prior. This statement must have been collected shortly before the 
transfer of the Monastery to the Order of Preachers, as this occurred between 1540 and 1542, according to a royal donation 
and a confirmation from Pope Paul III.

General view.
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THE MONUMENT BETWEEN PERIODS

T

Aerial view.
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Church. West façade and bell tower.

Bell tower. East façade. Carved ashlar.

Bell tower. East façade. Carved ashlar.
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Church. West façade. Portal.

Monastery of Ferreira (Paços de Ferreira). 
Church. West façade. Portal. Capitals. 
Braided motifs. Detail.

Monastery of Paço de Sousa (Penafiel). 
Church. West façade. Portal. Capitals. 
Braided motifs. Detail.

Church. West façade. Portal. Capitals.
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Church. South façade.

Church. South façade. Nave. Funerary inscription of the prior Afonso.
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3  This fragment is described in the inventory of the diocese of Porto as a devotional panel of the Adoração dos Reis Magos 
[Adoration of the Magi] (Costa, 2008), with record no. PM60.0072.

Church. North façade. Chancel. 
Scars detail.

General interior view from the nave.
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4 Its identification was based on the first mural painting campaigns carried out in the chancel and nave/triumphal arch of 
the church of Bravães (Ponte da Barca); according to Joaquim Inácio Caetano’s proposal (2001: 26-35), the only dated works 
are those from Bravães (1501 or 1510) and the ones of the Benedictine saints of Pombeiro (Felgueiras). 

Church. Nave. North wall. Mural painting. 
Epiphany. Source: IHRU archive.

Church. Nave. South wall. 
Mural painting. Epiphany.
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5 ADB – Visitas e Devassas. Sousa & Ferreira (1.ª parte). Livro 117, fl. 21 v.º. Despite the qualification of grandeur, the Church 
had no tabernacle in 1726, as reported by Francisco Craesbeeck (1992: 359).

6 ADB – Visitas e Devassas. Sousa & Ferreira (1.ª parte). Livro 118, fl. 14 v.º.
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7 PORTUGAL. Ministério das Finanças – Secretaria-geral – Arquivo. Comissão Jurisdicional dos Bens Cultuais. Distrito do 
Porto. Concelho de Amarante. Arrolamentos dos bens cultuais. Igreja de Freixo de Baixo. Livro 67, fl. 67 (ACMF/Arquivo/CJBC/
PTO/AMA/ARROL/016).

8 It was deemed as belonging to the 19th century and it is a piece with a vernacular expression (Azevedo, 1996: 75). Logged 
in the inventory of the diocese of Porto under record no. PM60.0004 (Costa, 2008).

Church. Chancel. Main altarpiece.
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CONTEMPORARY INTERVENTIONS

“T

9 Missiva de 14 de outubro de 1864. IRHU/Arquivo ex-DGEMN/DREMN, Cx. 3216/3. Correspondência igrejas do concelho 
de Amarante. 1864-1867.

10 DECREE no. 25513. O.G. [Official Gazette] Series I. 138 (35-06-18) 884.
11 [Cópia de missiva enviada pelo Diretor Geral dos Edifícios e Monumentos Nacionais ao Sr. Secretário do Conselho 

Superior de Belas Artes], 4 de maio de 1933. [SIPA.TXT.00898958] PT DGEMN:DSID-001/026-0068 [Online]. Available at www: 
<URL: http://www.monumentos.pt>. [Nº IPA PT011301130007].

12 Ordem de Serviço n.º 1376 de 9 de março de 1936 [SIPA.TXT.00623776] PT DGEMN:DSID-001/013-1821 [Online]. 
Available at www: <URL: http://www.monumentos.pt>. [Nº IPA PT011301130007].

13 Missiva do Governo Civil do Porto, Ordem de Serviço n.º 155-A de 6 de março de 1936 [SIPA.TXT.00898964] PT 
DGEMN:DSID-001/026-0068. Idem. A petition that was filed by the parishioners of Freixo de Baixo still in 1940, addressed to Duarte 
Pacheco, mentions the fact that “it rains as hard inside the temple as out on the street, the timber of the altars, floors and roofs are 
rotting and God, in the tabernacle, is exposed to the adversities of the weather”. [SIPA.TXT.00899011 e SIPA.TXT.00899012]. Idem.

14 Ordem de Serviço n.º 227 de 10 de março de 1936 [SIPA.TXT.00623777] PT DGEMN:DSID-001/013-1821. Idem.
15 [S.a] – Igreja de Freixo de Baixo. Boletim da Direcção-Geral dos Edifícios e Monumentos Nacionais. N.º 92 (June 1958) 32-33.
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16 On the matter, please read Botelho (2012: 10-14).

Demolition and reconstruction works 
of the triumphal arch’s gable and part 
of the north wall. Source: IHRU archive.

Church. Removal works of the interior plaster. 
Source: IHRU archive.

Church. Demolition works of the high choir. 
Source: IHRU archive.
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17 Memória de 22 de junho de 1936 [SIPA.TXT.00898984 e SIPA.TXT.00898985] PT DGEMN:DSID-001/026-0068 [Online]. 
Available at www: <URL: http://www.monumentos.pt>. [Nº IPA PT011301130007].

18 As far as we could ascertain, this situation persisted in 1942. An official letter sent by the Heritage Division of the 
Directorate-General for the Public Treasury includes a copy of a letter from the then parish priest which denounces the “vile 
sorrow” caused by the fact that the cowshed located on the tower’s south side was still active. The one on the west side had 
already disappeared. The parish priest adds: “I was told that Mr. Engineer (I haven’t been able to meet him yet) says that it 
will look great that way. I respect your opinion, but he certainly is not convinced that such will serve the National heritage. It 
is convenient to the master of the court, but art and heritage do cry: the former due to the undeserved contempt, the latter 
because of the misapplied money” [emphasis in source] (Cópia, Repartição do Património da Direção Geral da Fazenda Pública, 
8 de julho de 1942 [SIPA.TXT.00899049 e SIPA.TXT.00899050] PT DGEMN:DSID-001/026-0068 [Online]. Available at www: 
<URL: http://www.monumentos.pt>. [Nº IPA PT011301130007]).

19 Memória de 22 de junho de 1936, Idem.
20 [Abaixo assinado], [outubro de 1940] [SIPA.TXT.00899009 a SIPA.TXT.00899012] PT DGEMN:DSID-001/026-0068. Idem.
21 Idem.

Church. Demolition works of the high 
choir. Source: IHRU archive.
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[MLB / NR]

[RR]

22 Memória, 30 junho 1950. IRHU/Arquivo ex-DGEMN/DREMN/DM – DGEMN:DREMN-2491.
23 Ofício n.º 907 de 27 de agosto de 1965. Idem.
24 Idem.
25 Ofício n.º 1007 de 15 de setembro de 1970. Idem.

CHRONOLOGY

Before 1120: foundation of the Monastery of Freixo de Baixo;

1379: date inscribed in the funeral epigraph of prior Afonso;

1540: the Monastery of Freixo de Baixo is annexed to the convent of Saint Gonçalo of Amarante;

1758: there were three altars in the Church of Freixo de Baixo, the main altar and two collateral ones;

1864: the Monastery of Freixo de Baixo was in a good state of repair;

1935: the Church of Freixo de Baixo is classified as a National Monument;

1941: beginning of the restoration works;

1958: DGEMN’s Bulletin no. 92 on the intervention in Freixo de Baixo is published;

1971: a special protection zone of the Church of Freixo de Baixo is defined;

2010: the Monastery of Freixo de Baixo becomes part of the Route of the Romanesque.
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