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Aerial view with the river Tâmega on the background.

HISTORICAL SUMMARY

“I
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Aerial view.

1 We may recall the examples of Cárquere (Resende) or Paço de Sousa (Penafiel). So, these monastic houses were ruled by 
members of the family and provided with relatively well-organized domains, a feature that, as a matter of fact, distinguished 
this lineage (Sottomayor-Pizarro, 1997: 446).
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Aerial view of the river Tâmega near its mouth, in Entre-os-Rios (Penafiel) and Torrão (Marco de Canaveses). In the middle, the 
Duarte Pacheco bridge.

2 The territory of Benviver, which stretched from Paços de Gaiolo to the Tâmega, included the parishes of Fandinhães, Paços 
de Gaiolo, Penha Longa, Paredes de Viadores, Sande, Manhuncelos, S. Lourenço do Douro, Magrelos, Ariz, Vila Boa do Bispo,  
Favões, Alpendorada, Matos, Várzea do Douro and Torrão, occupying the long slopes over the Douro river of the mountains 
Grelhal, Montedeiras and Rosém (Aguiar, 1947: 59).

3 “Prior Múnio Viegas, called the “Gasco”, died in the era of 1069 (1022) and is buried here together with his sons Egas 
Moniz and Gomes Moniz. May they rest in peace. Amen” (Correia et al., 1936-1960: 365).
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Cloister.

4 An excerpt from the book of lineages mentions the arrival of the Gascos to the Ribadouro area, where they eventually 
settled and took the lineage’s name from its geography: “(...) they came by sea to moor at Foz do Douro, between Porto and 
Gaia (...) and there they fought against a large number of Moors, several times, and there killed one of the sons, named Garcia 
Moniz, the Gasco. And above, the Moors won and went on conquering the land of Riba do Douro, on both sides” (Cunha, 1623 
apud Barroca, 2000: 77).

5 For some time A. Almeida Fernandes (2001: 59) rejected this location, classifying it as fanciful and suggesting the hamlet 
of Gasconha, “close to the [lower] Sousa river”, as the Gascos’ place of origin. Rui de Azevedo suggested Cosconhe or Casconha, 
in the now extinct municipality of Sanfins (currently Cinfães) as the Gascos’ place of origin. 

th

references associated with the bishop, Mário Barroca (2000: 79-82) agreed with the reading made by Friar Nicolau de Santa Maria 
when discussing its credibility: “III Kal. Febr. Obiit / in Domino D. Sesnandus Epis/copus Portugal .a Maurorum / Telis Confossus 
Dum Sacrum / Faceret . Era M L XX III” [Inscription regarding Sisnando that, supposedly, was in the hermitage of Saint Saviour].
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7 The archaeologist (Barroca, 2000: 205) follows the reading made by Friar Nicolau de Santa Maria, while being, at the same 
time, cautious: “Martyr & Antistes Jacet Hic / Rite Sepultus V. Idus Octob. In / Era M.C.L.XXX. / Sesnandus Nomine Que Christus 
/ ad Arthera Subsit / III. Kal. Feb. In Era M.L.XXIII”.
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Church. West façade.

THE MONUMENT IN THE MEDIEVAL PERIOD

A

8 On the matter, please read Botelho (2010a: 432).
9 On the matter, please read Botelho (2010b: 213-228).



366



367

Church. West and south 
façades and bell tower.

Church. West façade. Blind arcades.

10 On the matter, please read Botelho (2010c).
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Church. South façade. Nave. Crevice. External view. Church. South façade. Nave. Crevice. Interior view.
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Church. South façade.

Church. South façade. Chancel. Capital.
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Church. Nave. North wall. Tomb of Nicolau Martins.

Cloister. Arcosolium and tomb 
of Monio Viegas.

The tombs of Vila Boa do Bispo

I
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11 It reads: Here Lies Nicolau Martins, who was Prior of Vila Boa do Bispo, and Died on November 15th of the Era of 1386.
12  It reads: Here Lies Jurio Giraldez Vassalo, who was King Fernando’s chief magistrate for Entre-Douro-e-Minho, and Died 

on January 30th of the Era of 419.
13 For a more detailed approach to these heraldic coats of arms, in which some parts are inverted, please read Barroca 

(2000: 1884-1885).
14 Mário Barroca (2000: 1881) mentions the several proposals that seek to explain the degree of kinship between Júrio 

Geraldes and Nicolau Martins considering the different patronymic names that, despite the lack of documentary grounds, 
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Church. Nave. North wall. Tomb of Júrio Geraldes.

15 For more information on this matter, please read Barroca (2000: 1882).
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16 It reads: This Memorial belongs to Salvado Pires, Prior of this Monastery, which belonged to the Milhacos and the Peixoes.

Churchyard. Tomb of Salvado Pires.
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THE MONUMENT IN THE MODERN PERIOD

A

17 [S.a.] – Galeria das ordens religiosas e militares, desde a mais remota antiguidade até nossos dias: adornada com muitas 
estampas. Porto: Typographia na Rua Formosa, 1843. Vol. II, p. 93.
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Church. General interior view from the nave.
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Church. Nave. North wall. Balcony.
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Church. Access to the pulpit. Painting detail.Church. Arch that supports the choir. Painting detail.

Church. Arch of the chapel of the Blessed Sacrament. Painting detail.
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Church. Chancel.

Church. Nave. South wall. 
Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament.

Church. Sacristy.
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South façade. Bell tower.

CONTEMPORARY INTERVENTIONS

“B

18 Memória justificativa, 21 de janeiro de 1882. IRHU/Arquivo ex-DGEMN/DREMN 1706/14. Igrejas do bispado do Porto: 
concelhos de Lousada e Marco de Canaveses.

19 Silva, Augusto Anthero da – Missiva e projeto das escadas interiores, de pedra torneando as paredes da torre: medição e 
orçamento, 16 de novembro de 1886. Idem.

20 Silva, Augusto Anthero da – Missiva, 8 de julho de 1887. Idem.
21 Silva, Augusto Anthero da – Missiva, 9 de junho de 1887. Idem.
22 Idem.
23 [Illegible] – Missiva, 24 de janeiro de 1888. Idem.
24 [Illegible] – Missiva, 18 de fevereiro de 1887. Idem.
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25 Ofício n.º 1250 da Direção-Geral dos Assuntos Culturais, 28 de janeiro de 1975 [SIPA.TXT.00671971]. DGEMN: DSID-
001/013-005-1981/3 [Online]. Available at www: <URL: http://www.monumentos.pt> [Nº PT011307300016].

26 Vales, Manuel de Oliveira Sousa, Missiva de 20 de junho de 1975 [SIPA.TXT.00671974 and SIPA.TXT.00671975]. Idem.
27 Ofício n.º 453,11 de junho de 1975 [SIPA.TXT.00671976 and SIPA.TXT.00671977]. Idem.
28 O.S. n.º 1094, 21 de julho de 1975 [SIPA.TXT.00671978]. Idem.
29 Memória, 26 de abril de 1977 [SIPA.TXT.00671985 and SIPA.TXT.00671986]. Idem.
30 Ofício do Instituto de José de Figueiredo, 21 de setembro de 1990 [SIPA.TXT.00671994 and SIPA.TXT.00671995]. Idem.
31 Ofício da Secretaria de Estado da Cultura, 29 de janeiro de 1991 [SIPA.TXT.00671996 and SIPA.TXT.00671997]. Idem.
32 Idem.
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Church. Chancel. Vault. 
Mural painting.

[MLB / NR]

33 Ofício n.º 92/DSDREMN, 15 de abril de 1997 [SIPA.TXT.00672005]. Idem.
34 Documentação vária [SIPA.TXT.00672004 a SIPA.TXT.00672015]. Idem.
35 About this matter, please read Choay (2000: 138).

Church before the intervention carried out in the 1990’s. 
Source: IHRU archive.

West façade before the intervention carried out in the 
1990’s. Source: IHRU archive.
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CHRONOLOGY

990-1022: according to tradition, the Monastery of Vila Boa do Bispo was founded by Sisnando, the brother of 
Monio Viegas;

1012: first reference to the “Monastery Saint Mariae Villaebonae”;

1022: date included in the funerary inscription of Monio Viegas and of two of his sons, Egas Moniz and Gomes 
Moniz, engraved in a sarcophagus lid found in the cloister of the Monastery of Vila Boa do Bispo;

1120: reference to the “Monastery... Villa Noua [sic] episcopi”;

1141 (February 12th

1142: the bishop of Porto, Pedro Rabaldis (epic. 1138-1145), visits the chapel where Sisnando was buried; later, 
he would have his tomb transferred to the Monastery of Vila Boa [do Bispo];

1143: there are already reports on the presence of the Canons Regular of Saint Augustine in Vila Boa do Bispo;

1144: in the Papal Brief of Pope Lucius II (p. 1144-1145), the priors of the Monastery were allowed to use a mitre;

1153: in the Bull of Pope Anastasius IV (p. 1153-1154), the priors were also distinguished with the permit to use 
a crosier;

Late 12th century/13th century: chronology of the remaining Romanesque elements of Vila Boa do Bispo;

1297: Pope Boniface VIII (p. 1294-1303) made an explicit confirmation of the rule of Saint Augustine in the 
Monastery of Vila Boa do Bispo;

13th century: the Monastery of Vila Boa do Bispo held many farmhouses and patronages in several parishes of 
the region;

14th century: design of the tomb of Salvado Pires;

1320: the Monastery of Vila Boa do Bispo pays a tax of 1500 Portuguese “libras” [former Portuguese currency 
unit];

1348 (November 25th): inscription engraved on the tomb of Nicolau Martins, the Monastery’s prior;

1362: after this date, the tombs of Júrio Geraldes and Nicolau Martins were commissioned by the former to the 
same workshop;

1381 (January 30th) funeral inscription engraved in the lateral section of the lid of the tomb of Júrio Geraldes, 
chief magistrate of King Fernando (k. 1367-1383) for the region of Entre-Douro-e-Minho;

1475: the presentation of commendatory abbots in Vila Boa do Bispo begins;

1593: the Monastery of Vila Boa do Bispo is integrated in the congregation of the Holy Cross in Coimbra;

1599-1686: earliest and latest dates of the various cartouches placed inside the building, which offer evidence of 
the great transformation it underwent during the Modern Period;

1605: reformation of the Monastery of Vila Boa do Bispo;



385

17th century (2nd half): transformation of the Romanesque building of Vila Boa do Bispo;

1650-1660: tiling of the baptistery;

1686: possible construction of the sacristy, purposely opening an access door to the chancel, duly identified over 
the jamb;

18th century (1st half): chronology of the Baroque intervention in the Church’s interior, based on existing stylistic 
elements;

1727: date engraved in the sacristy washbasin;

1740: tiling of the chancel;

1758: according to the information provided by the parish memories, the building of Vila Boa do Bispo would 
already present an identical look to the one we see today;

1834: under the scope of the extinction of the religious orders, the Monastery was sold and became private 
property; 

1882-1888: disassembling and reconstruction of the tower; 

1886 (November 16th): project for the inner stairs surrounding the tower’s walls;

1977: classification of the Church (and tombs) as National Monument; classification of the area of the former 
Monastery as Public Interest Building;

1997 (onwards): restoration of plaster coatings on the Church’s internal and external walls;

2010: the Monastery of Vila Boa do Bispo becomes part of the Route of the Romanesque’s complex of monu-
ments;

2012: conservation intervention on the chancel’s vault, revealing a 17th-century mural painting, after the removal 
of the existing coffered ceiling.
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