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I

Aerial view.

Downstream view.
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1 Or the case of the bridge of Covelas, in the neighbouring municipality of Cinfães, between the parishes of Ferreiros and 
Tendais, considered for several years as both Roman and Romanesque. It did not even exist in 1758, as there was a single 
wooden crossing over the Bestança in that same place. The Baroque medallion that surmounts the parapet, halfway across the 
bridge, stands as a homage to the work’s mentor, a noble priest from a close village, who paid for it; it was completed in 1762. 

Stone path leading to the Bridge.

Upstream view.



139

Provincial map of Minho (adapted from Norton, 1807). Source: National Digital Library.

Military map showing Portugal’s main roads (adapted from Eça, 1808). Source: National Digital Library.
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2  [Regnorum Hispaniae et Portugalliae] [Material cartográfico/Cartographic collection]. [Escala/Scale 1:2470000]. [ca.1720]. 
Nürnberg.

3 FADEN, William – [Chorographical map of the kingdom of Portugal divided into its grand provinces] [Material cartográfico/
Cartographic collection]. [Escala/Scale 1:900000]. 1797. London.

4 The author reports the discovery of a milestone between Mesquinhata and Gove (Baião), related to the “passage of the 
Roman road that connected Braga to Viseu, and that Antoninus ignores in his itinerary” (Barroca, 1985: 3). This route would 
follow along the extensive geological fracture that crosses the Douro between Porto Manso (Baião) and Porto Antigo (Cinfães), 
following through the slopes of Montemuro. We are not admitting that a Roman road crossed the Douro in this area, in order 
to ease the mountain’s substantial altitudinal differences, but we accept the possibility of it being a connection to the path that 
ran parallel to the Douro or to the river itself, which is actually in line with the Antonian itinerary. Besides, in his analysis of the 
Medieval road system in Baião, Mário Barroca (1985: 10-11) is peremptory in tracing routes that do not include the crossing of 
the Bridge of Esmoriz. We transcribe the words of Luis Miguel Duarte and Amândio Barros (1997: 77-118), when they describe 
the Douro as a catalyst for regional economy: “countless paths and roads, ending or starting in different riverside points, were 
used by merchants, muleteers or carters, who were the main suppliers of the inland areas”.

Map showing the main roads to and from Porto (adapted from Depósito dos Trabalhos Geodésicos, 1861). Source: National Digital Library.
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5 About the relationship between the inquiries and the roads, please read Osswald (1999: 157-173).
6 The Memorials of Alpendorada (Marco de Canaveses), Sobrado (Castelo de Paiva), Santo António (Arouca), Ermida 

(Penafiel), Mondim da Beira (Tarouca) and Odivelas are fully or partially intact. The one of Lordelo, despite its classification 
(DECREE no. 163. O.G. [Official Gazette] 136 (1910-06-23)), was destroyed and its status was recently annulled (STATEMENT 
no. 100. O.G. [Official Gazette] Series II. 105 (2012-05-30) 19436).

7 Designation given in a map by Albernaz (1662).

Reproduction of an engraving of the 
Memorial of Lordelo (Baião) (adapted 
from Sotto Mayor, 1857). Source: Archivo 
pittoresco.
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View of the river Douro close to Pala and Porto Manso (Baião), which belonged to the old “couto” of Ancede.

Hamlet of “A Pelo” in a 17th-century map (adapted from Teixeira, 1662). Source: Digital Library of the Real Academia de la Historia, Spain.
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8 ADP, Notariais, Baião, 1.º Ofício, Livro 1, fl. 129, 129 v.º.

House of Penalva (Baião). House of Esmoriz (Baião).
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CHRONOLOGY

1258: reference to Lourenço Ermiges of Esmoriz who is a witness in the inquiry involving the “couto” of Ancede;

Around 1400: in the inventory of the Monastery of Ancede there is no reference to the Bridge of Esmoriz;

1666: there is a reference to the stone bridge over the Ovil river on the road to Minhoso and to the Monastery;

1758: three stone bridges are located in Ancede, among them the one of Esmoriz;

2010: integration of the Bridge of Esmoriz in the Route of the Romanesque;

2014-2015: intervention for the conservation and protection of the Bridge of Esmoriz, under the scope of the 
Route of the Romanesque.
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