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1 That was pointed out by Carlos Alberto Ferreira de Almeida (1968), the author of the only substantive work about 
circulation in the Middle Ages, which is often quoted.

Aerial view.
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Upstream view.
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2 The aforementioned author refers that, “(...) in the Roman period, a road is an essentially strategic and administrative 
imperial route. In the Middle Ages, it was called public road and connected nearby villages, thus reflecting a closed and manorial 
economy. In the following period, it takes the name of royal road and expressed the political centralization” (Almeida, 1968: 4).

3 In the monograph of Resende, dated 1982, there is still no reference to this chronology. The author conscientiously says: 
“(…) there is a rustic bridge over the Cabrum which did not exist in 1758, as the Abbot of this year’s Inquiries expressly states 
when responding to the questionnaire on bridges, “This parish has no bridge whatsoever”” (Pinto, 1982: 522).

4 We do not mean to say that there were three roads, but only circulation channels, spaces that allowed their existence. The 
routes intended for the circulation of cars sought to benefit from the contour lines, thus avoiding abrupt fluctuations in altitude 
and difficult crossings of the deepest river beds. About this matter, please read Resende (2011). 

Downstream view.
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5 Statements concerning the inquiries of King Dinis in the “julgado” [a type of Portuguese administrative division] of Aregos 
(Duarte, 2001: 397).

6 In 1563 the existence of a tabernacle required a minimum of 30 residents, a number that Panchorra did not have (Diocese 
of Lamego, 1563: 43).

Partial view of the village of Ovadas 
(Resende).

General view of the village of Panchorra (Resende) from the village of Gralheira (Cinfães).
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7 “Martinus Menendi juratus et interrogatus dixit, quod villa e Graleyra cum totis suis terminis sicut dividit per rivulum 
de Cabruu per aquam, et vadi ad fontem de Teyxeura ad penedo de Cambo, et de inde venit per cume de Varzena Benefacta 
ad fontem de Episcopo de Ameygoadas, et vadit ad castellum de Aquilar, et ferit in cruce et per carreirum antiqum, et ferit in 
termino de Ovadas et in Cabrum, est tota regalenga” (Herculano, 1936: 984) [Description of the boundaries of the village of 
Gralheira, which opposed, across the Cabrum, the fountain of Teixeira, the Cambo rock, the summit of Campo Benfeito, the 
fountain of the Bishop, Ameijoadas, Castelo de Aguiar and an old path, in the land of Ovadas, thus being a property of the King].

Stone path leading to the Bridge.

General view of the village of Gralheira (Cinfães) from the village of Panchorra (Resende).
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8 Currently Campo Benfeito, in the municipality of Castro Daire.
9 António Manuel Lima points out the Castles Velho and Novo [Old and New] in the parish of Ramires (Cinfães), near Vale 

de Papas (Pinho & Lima, 2000: 64).
10 The bridge of Pias is a crossing that underwent several interventions: around 1693 its reconstruction was commissioned by the 

majorat of Velude, who divided the administration of his vast heritage between both banks of the Bestança. According to Friar Teodoro 
de Melo, in 1733: “between this one [the municipality of Cinfães] and the municipality of Ferreiros we find the river Bestouça [sic, it is 
Bestança], and its flow is tamed by a beautiful masonry bridge which was recently rebuilt, because there was a flood that destroyed a 
bridge located in Pias, built about forty years earlier, urging its public utility the Majorat of Veludo, Manuel Carneiro de Melo, and being 
the ombudsman of Lamego Gaspar Leite Cabral, his wife’s uncle. Upstream there is an interesting example of a Medieval pastiche: 
the bridge of Covelas” (Duarte, 2004: 309). Although we don’t have any written documents about its foundation or construction, a 

date of completion: 1762. For years it was considered by the local memoirists as Roman or Romanesque. 

Downstream view. Detail.

Upstream view.
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Upstream view. 
Detail of the smaller arch.

Voussoirs. Stone path leading to the Bridge.
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11 There was also, in the hamlet of Matos, an oil mill, driven by the strength of oxen (Sequeira, 1758).

Platform and guards.
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 [NR]

12 Possibly connecting it to Ramires on the section located between the bridges of Lagariça and Covelinhas.
13 The contract for its construction was signed on June 14th 1728, in Lamego, between the ombudsman of Lamego and 

the master stonemasons Francisco Cardoso, from Nazes (Lamego), and Timóteo Calheiros, from São Pantaleão de Cornes (Vila 
Nova de Cerveira) (Alves, 2001: 150).
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CHRONOLOGY

1258: first reference to Panchorra;

1288: reference to the existence of three farmhouses in Panchorra;

1513: the land charter of Aregos already refers all the taxes paid to the Crown;

1527: Panchorra had only 17 residents, that is, between 71 and 77 inhabitants;

1758: of all the clerics from the parishes of the Cabrum valley, only the one of Gralheira mentions 
the (masonry) Bridge of Panchorra;

2010: integration of the Bridge of Panchorra in the Route of the Romanesque;

2013: the Bridge of Panchorra is classified as a Public Interest Building.
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