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HISTORICAL SUMMARY

I

1 At the time of the Inquiries of 1258 he was presented by the archbishop of Braga. 

General view.
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THE MONUMENT DURING THE MEDIEVAL PERIOD: ROMANESQUE TRACES

I
East and north façades.

North façade. Chancel. Cornice.



281Triumphal arch.



282 South façade.

Galilee.
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In the transition from the Middle Ages to Modernity

Q

Directorate for Buildings and National Monuments]’s Bulletins until 1955 were certainly written by this playwright, a fact that 
is also proven by the Directorate-General’s administrative processes (Grilo, 1999: 4).



284 Triumphal arch. Wall. Mural painting.

Wall on the Gospel side. Coronation of the Virgin. Wall on the Epistle side. Saint Lucia, Saint Sebastian 
and Saint Catherine of Alexandria.
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Triumphal arch and chancel. Mural painting before 
the intervention carried out by the DGEMN. Calvary 
and Saint John the Baptist. Source: IHRU archive.

Triumphal arch. Top of the wall. Mural painting. Calvary.
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3 This incomplete expression alludes to the verse of the Epistle of Saint Paul to the Philippians (Ph 2, 8): “Humiliavit 
semetipsum, factus obediens usque ad mortem, mortem autem crucis” (He humiliated himself, and was obedient until his 
death, a death on the cross).

Chancel. Back wall. Mural painting. Christ on the way to the Calvary and Saint Anthony.
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West façade.

North façade. Galilee and bell tower. West façade. Galilee and portal.
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4 Therefore, we cannot agree with the date provided by the entry found in the inventory of the diocese of Porto (Inventory 
no. PM80.0003) that suggests the chronology 1701-1750 (Costa, 2008). By way of example, we believe that the Virgin of the 
Rosary of Gatão presents similar techniques, materials and iconography to the ones of the image of the Virgin and Child from 
the parish of Resende (Paredes de Coura), which dates back precisely to the 17th century (Tedim, 2002: 10).

5 PORTUGAL. Ministério das Finanças – Secretaria-geral – Arquivo. Comissão Jurisdicional dos Bens Cultuais. Distrito do 
Porto. Concelho de Amarante. Arrolamentos dos bens cultuais. Igreja de Gatão. 1924-08-4. Liv. 67, fl. 78-80. ACMF/Arquivo/
CJBC/PTO/AMA/ARROL/019.

Chancel. Plinth. Sculpture. 
Our Lady of the Rosary.
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CONTEMPORARY INTERVENTIONS

I

6 Silva, Domingos Alves da – Missiva (sem data) [1864]. IRHU/Arquivo ex-DGEMN/DREMN, Cx. 3216/3. Correspondência 
igrejas do concelho de Amarante. 1864-1867.

7 In fact, we should note that when the author visited the Church in the previous year, “the paintings were still hidden by 
the altars, both in the nave, and in the chancel, and only the one above the triumphal arch was visible” (Lacerda, 1937: 252).

8 Ofício n.º 1264 de 11 de julho de 1939 [SIPA.TXT.00898617] PT DGEMN:DSARH-010/026-0061 [Online]. Available at 
www: <URL: http://www.monumentos.pt> [Nº IPA PT011301160008]. Here we should note the praise made by Aarão de 
Lacerda to the interest that these two men – one acting as Director-General and the other acting as Director of National 
Monuments – had been showing in the fresco within the scope of “an already long series of restorations which is well worth 
highlighting within the context of Portuguese contemporary Archaeology, so practical in its protective action” (Lacerda, 1937: 
259). It is within this context that the frescoes have been actively protected, due to actions that are unavoidably associated 
with José de Figueiredo, who also drew the Country’s attention to them. 

9 Ofício n.º 107, livro A-2 da Junta Nacional de Educação de 6 de abril de 1940 [SIPA.TXT.00898619]. Idem.
10 Parecer da Junta Nacional de Educação, 1.ª subseção – 6.ª Secção de 12 de abril de 1940 [SIPA.TXT.00898621].
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11 Couto, Manuel da Silva – Missiva de 13 de março de 1941 [SIPA.TXT.00898625] PT DGEMN:DSARH-010/026-0061 
[Online]. Available at www: <URL: http://www.monumentos.pt> [Nº IPA PT011301160008].

12 Ofício n.º 1135, de 23 de abril de 1941 [SIPA.TXT.00898626 e SIPA.TXT.00898627]. Idem.
13 Idem.
14 Memória de 26 de julho de 1941 [SIPA.TXT.00898659 a SIPA.TXT.00898655]. PT DGEMN:DSARH-010/026-0061 

[Online]. Available at www: <URL: http://www.monumentos.pt> [Nº IPA PT011301160008].
15 Idem.
16 This comparison, made by a member of the central committee of the Opposition Candidacy’s services during a rally 

organized in Porto to support General Norton de Matos, was intended as a reply to the propagandist intents of the regime 
that were embodied in the Exhibitions of the 15 years of Public Works, which were held in Lisbon, in 1948, and in Porto, in 
the following year. The opposition replied to the criticism of the Minister for Public Works with an extensive article published 
in República, in which the State is accused of spending large sums of money on a project that was “improvised and, therefore, 

Nave before the intervention carried 
out by the DGEMN. Source: IHRU archive.
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arguable”. About this issue of the “criticism to the precepts that were practiced and to the situation of the national artistic 
heritage” please read Neto (2001: 258-270).

17  For further development on this matter, please read Botelho (2010: 338).
18 Couto, Manuel da Silva – Missiva de 27 outubro 1942. IRHU/ Arquivo ex-DGEMN/DREMN/DM – DGEMN: DREMN-2492.
19 Memória de 26 de julho de 1941 [SIPA.TXT.00898659 a SIPA.TXT.00898655]. PT DGEMN:DSARH-010/026-0061 

[Online]. Available at www: <URL: http://www.monumentos.pt> [Nº IPA PT011301160008].
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20 Ofício [ilegível], 3 de abril de 1953. IRHU/Arquivo ex-DGEMN/DREMN/DM – DGEMN:DREMN-2492.
21 Ofício n.º 251, Proc.º P. 21 de 3 de fevereiro de 1969 [SIPA.TXT.00900718] PT DGEMN: DSARH-010/026-0104 [Online]. 

Available at www: <URL: http://www.monumentos.pt> [Nº IPA PT011301160008]. In fact, we should note that in 1937 Aarão 
de Lacerda (1937: 255) had already mentioned its “extremely deteriorated state, from the landscape, which was mistreated, to 
the image of the Precursor, whose face is almost vanished, but reveals signs of a careful painting work”.

22 Ofício da Direção-Geral do Ensino Superior e das Belas-Artes de 26 de março de 1969 [SIPA.TXT.00900720]. Idem.
23 PORTUGAL. Instituto de Museus e Conservação – Biblioteca Central – Cabral, Teresa – Relatório, 21-2-1969. Processo de 

Brigada Móvel de Pintura Mural – Gatão. Pasta 340. 1969.
24 PORTUGAL. Instituto de Museus e Conservação – Biblioteca Central – [Brigada Móvel do Instituto José de Figueiredo, 

2-Junho70].
25 PORTUGAL. Instituto de Museus e Conservação – Biblioteca Central – Cabral, Teresa – Relatório, 21-2-1969. Processo de 

Brigada Móvel de Pintura Mural – Gatão. Pasta 340. 1969.
26 Ofício da Direção-Geral do Ensino Superior e das Belas-Artes de 20 de julho de 1970 [SIPA.TXT.00900723]. Idem.
27 [Brigada Móvel do Instituto José de Figueiredo, 2-Junho70, manuscrito, sem assinatura]. Idem.
28 Ofício PMO-5 do Instituto José de Figueiredo de 19 de maio de 1985. IRHU/Arquivo ex-DGEMN/DREMN/DM – 

DGEMN:DREMN-2492. Idem.
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29 Idem.
30 Ofício PMO-57 do Instituto José de Figueiredo de 16 de janeiro de 1986. Idem.
31 Ofício PMO057 de 4 de outubro de 2004. Idem.
32 Couto, Manuel da Silva – Missiva de 14 de dezembro de 1942 [SIPA.TXT.00898709] PT DGEMN:DSARH-010/026-0061 

[Online]. Available at www: <URL: http://www.monumentos.pt> [Nº IPA PT011301160008].
33 Ofício n.º 13, 2 de janeiro de 1943 [SIPA.TXT.00624459] PT DGEMN:DSID-001/013-1823/3. Idem.
34 Memória descritiva de 30 de junho de 1966 [SIPA.TXT.00900692 e SIPA.TXT.00900691] PT DGEMN:DSARH-010/026-0104 

[Online]. Available at www: <URL: http://www.monumentos.pt> [Nº IPA PT011301160008].
35 Marques, José Augusto de Sousa – Missiva de 25 de janeiro de 1966 [SIPA.TXT.00900694 e SIPA.TXT.00900695]. Idem.
36 Memória de março de 1976 [SIPA.TXT.00900745]. Idem.

Nave after the intervention carried 
out by the DGEMN. Source: IHRU archive.
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[MLB / NR]

[RR]

37 PT DGEMN:DSARH-010/026-0104 [Online]. Available at www: <URL: http://www.monumentos.pt> [Nº IPA 
PT011301160008].

38 Marques, José Augusto de Sousa – Missiva, 18 de janeiro de 1996 [SIPA.TXT.00900784]. Idem.

CHRONOLOGY

13th-14th centuries: proposed chronology for the construction of the parish Church of Gatão;

1320: the Church of Gatão paid a tax of 80 Portuguese “libras”;

Late 15th century: mural painting campaign in the Church of Gatão;

1758: there were three woodwork altarpieces in Gatão;

1864: the state of repair of the Church of Gatão is considered “good”;

1882: due to the diocesan reorganization, Gatão was transferred from the archdiocese of Braga to the diocese 
of Porto;

1937: Father Manuel da Silva Couto warns about the existence of mural paintings in the Church;

1940: classification of the Church of Gatão as a National Monument;

1941-1951: major restoration campaign;

2010: integration of the Church of Gatão in the Route of the Romanesque.
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