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THE MONUMENT IN THE MEDIEVAL PERIOD

T

1 Regarding this matter, please read, among others, Jalhay (1951) and Mantas (1985).

General view.
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View over the valley of the brook Bestança.

West façade and churchyard before the 
intervention carried out by the DGEMN.  
Source: Nuno Resende’s private collection.

2 About this castle, its location and a short description within the context of the Reconquest fortresses, please read Teixeira 
(2001: 463-476). The author cartographically identifies and marks the plausible location of the chapel of the Holy Saviour, 
which was ruined in the meantime (2001: 471).
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3 We cannot forget that the use of Arabic numerals in Portuguese epigraphs would only become common practice from 
the first quarter of the 15th century onwards. As it is known, during the Middle Ages, carvers engraved the Arabic number “5” as 
an inverted “2”, a fact that has been giving rise to debates in terms of epigraphical reading. Regarding this subject, please read 
Barroca (2000: 688-690).
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West façade.

North façade. Chancel. Commemorative inscription marking the Church’s construction.
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Reconstitution of the monastery of 
Saint Vincent of Fora (Lisbon) from an 
engraving by Braunius. Source: Castilho, 
1936, apud Fernandes, 2010: 89.

4 About the subject, please read Botelho (2010: 379-385).
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Monastery of Travanca (Amarante). General view.

Church longitudinal section. 
Source: IHRU archive.
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View of the nave (first third).



65

Nave. Capital from the first bay. Nave. Capital from the first bay.



66 Triumphal arch and chancel ceiling.

Triumphal arch. 
Capital on the Gospel side.

5 Note, by way of example, the cases of the Monastery of Paço de Sousa (Penafiel) and the Churches of Sousa or Airães 
(Felgueiras).
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West façade. Portal.

West façade. Corbels.
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THE MONUMENT IN THE MODERN PERIOD

W

6 We used the statistical coeficients proposed by João José Alves Dias (1996) for Portuguese housing units in the turn of the 
Middle Ages to the Modern Period, corresponding to 4.3 to 4.8 individuals per housing unit (addresses), which would result, in 
the case of São Martinho de Mouros, in a population whose numbers would vary between 1974 and 2736 residents. 
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Triumphal arch. Wall on the Gospel 
side (behind the collateral altarpiece). 
Mural painting. Saint Blaise.

7 The figures were identified in 1919 by Vergílio Correia (1924: 67-68). The photographic reproduction of the frescoes 
can be seen in Pinto (1982). Saint Blaise is on the Gospel side and the female figure is on the Epistle side. Nowadays it is still 
possible to see traces of polychrome plaster, both along the nave’s walls and in the chancel.

8 As João Soalheiro (2006: 154-159) suggests, while mentioning the building works of Ferreirim, a convent under the 
protection of the Coutinhos.

9 We admit the possibility, tough not grounded in any documents, that the larger chapel underwent major changes still 
during the 16th century. That is noticeable on the outside, in terms of the ashlars and the volume itself.
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Chancel. Wall on the Gospel side. Painting. 
Saint Martin shares his cape with a poor man.

Chancel. Wall on the Gospel side. Painting. 
Apparition of Christ to Saint Martin.

10 The image is still kept in the sacristy. 
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General interior view from the nave.

Chancel. Roof. Panelled coffers.
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Nave. South wall. Altarpiece. Sculptural ensemble. Holy Family. Nave. North wall. Plinth. Sculpture. 
Saint Francis of Assisi

Chancel. Main altarpiece. 



75



76

CONTEMPORARY INTERVENTIONS

O

11 The DGEMN was established by Decree no. 16 791, dated April 30th; at the time it was under the jurisdiction of the 
Ministry of Trade and Communications and gathered the services whose responsibilities focused on national buildings and 
monuments, namely in terms of the conduction of construction works. 

12 On the DGEMN, its organisational composition, functions, directors and technicians, please read Neto (2001: 203). 
13 On the ideology behind the DGEMN’s intervention in Medieval monuments and its materialization please read Rodrigues 

(1999: 69-82).
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West façade and churchyard before the intervention 
carried out by the DGEMN.  Source: IHRU archive.

South façade before the intervention carried out 
by the DGEMN. Source: IHRU archive.

14 Simultaneously to those careful “archaeological restorations”, there are proposals for grandiloquent sceneries that 
emphasise the monumentality of the rediscovered Imperial Rome (González-Varas, 2000: 239). The “sventramenti” are an 
“operation of radical transformation of the architectural and social-economic structure of historic centres, which was being 
developed in Italian cities” under Mussolini’s regime (González-Varas, 2000: 359).

15 About the subject, please read Botelho (2006: 125-129).
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Church and churchyard plan before the works carried out by the DGEMN. Source: IHRU archive.



79

Nave before the intervention carried out 
by the DGEMN.  Source: IHRU archive.

Intervention in the chancel (1959). 
Source: IHRU archive.

Intervention in the nave (1946). Source: IHRU archive.

[MLB / NR]
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CHRONOLOGY

1057: taking of the castle of Saint Martin to the “Moors” by Ferdinand the Great;

1111: the Countess Teresa grants the foral charter to São Martinho de Mouros; 

1217: the year that marks the beginning of the construction of the Church of Saint Martin;

1258: the General Inquiries allude to the royal patronage of the Church of Saint Martin of Mouros;

1342: the charters of São Martinho de Mouros are drawn up, documenting aspects of its proto-municipalist and 
communitarian organisation;

1455: the patronage of the Church is transferred from the Crown to the House of Marialva;

1513: King Manuel I grants a new foral charter to São Martinho de Mouros;

1531/1532: Rui Fernandes, a chronicler and merchant, mentions São Martinho and the valley of the Bestança 
brook;

1534 (c.): painting of the boards depicting Saint Martin’s life;

1543: the patronage of the Church is transferred to the University of Coimbra;

1638-1649: news about multiple payments for one-off works in the Church and in the parish residence;

1758: the rector João da Cruz, parish priest of São Martinho, signs the memoir that draws a social, economic and 
artistic portrait of the parish;

1941-1951: conduction of restoration works on the main façade and on the Church’s protection area, under the 
DGEMN’s responsibility.

1962-1968: the chancel and sacristy of the Church of Saint Martin of Mouros are subject to a major restoration 
intervention, under the DGEMN’s responsibility.

From the 1970’s until the present day: the Church of Saint Martin of Mouros has been subject to several pres-
ervation interventions;

2010: integration of the Church of Saint Martin of Mouros in the Route of the Romanesque.
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