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Façade of the (unfinished) noble house of the Portocarreiros (also known as the unfinished palace of Vila Boa de Quires or the 
fidalgo’s works) (Marco de Canaveses).

HISTORICAL SUMMARY

T
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1 On this date the rector of Vila Boa de Quires presented the parish priest of Canas de Duas Igrejas, in the municipality of 
Penafiel, according to the information found in the same dictionary (Marques, 1853: 59).
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THE CHURCH IN THE MEDIEVAL PERIOD

A

South façade. Nave. Arcosolia. Voussoirs. Initials.
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West façade.

West façade. Mullioned window.

2 Gerhard N. Graf (1986: 101) believes that these were the elements introduced by the “embellishment” of 1881, 
considering the fact that the mullion was carved in a different material. 
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Church of São Pedro de Rates (Póvoa de Varzim). West 
façade. Portal.

South façade. Nave. Portal.

West façade. Portal.

3 For further development on this matter, please read Botelho (2010: 453).
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Church of Boelhe (Penafiel). 
West façade. Portal.

West and south façades 
and bell tower.

4 We should not forget that some of these corbels are a result of the expansion works carried out in 1881.



341South façade. Nave. Portal. Corbel, capitals and imposts.

South façade. Nave. Portal. Corbel, capitals and imposts.
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South façade. Nave. Arcosolia.

North façade. Nave. North façade. Chancel.
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General interior view from the nave.

Chancel. Church of Abragão (Penafiel). Chancel.
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Triumphal arch. Wall. 
Mural painting. Calvary.

Chancel. Main altarpiece.

THE MODERN PERIOD IN VILA BOA DE QUIRES

A

5 To answer question number 16, he states: “Half of this Parish belongs to the “couto” [a type of Portuguese administrative 
division], has an ordinary judge and a weights and measurements inspector, and the other part, which belongs to the 
municipality of Porto Carreiro, also has an ordinary judge, and the Council, and both are subject to the Chief Magistrate of the 
“Comarca” [a type of Portuguese administrative and judicial division]” (Meneses, 1758).



346 Chancel. Tiles. Church of Airães (Felgueiras). Chancel. Tiles.

80 different places, from the church of Saint Christopher of Caminha to the remotest ends of Brasil (old convent of Our Lady 
of the Angels, in Cabo Frio) (Simões, 1971: 111).
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Chancel. Vault. Paintings.

7 The crucifix that should be placed at the crevice’s level is missing from this composition. We do not know if it ever existed, 
either hanging from or attached to the wall. However, it was not possible to identify, among the Church’s sculptural assets, a 
sculptural ensemble that could fit into that space.



348

Nave. Collateral altarpiece on the 
Gospel side.

Nave. Collateral altarpiece on the 
Epistle side.

Nave. North wall. Altarpiece.
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Nave. North wall.

Nave. South wall.
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CONTEMPORARY EXTENSIONS AND INTERVENTIONS

O

8 Victor Le Cocq, through an order issued by the Minister of Public Works, had been commissioned to draw up a map of the state 
of repair, corresponding repairs and authorised expenses of all the buildings under that Ministry’s management. These buildings 
included those that were considered monuments, parish churches and public chapels, among others (Rosas, 1995: 511).

9 He is the author of the final part of volume X and of volumes XI and XII. 
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10 DECREE no. 14425. O.G. [Official Gazette] Series I. 228 (1927-10-15) 1989.

North wall. Nave. Corbel.
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[MLB / NR]

[RR]

11 Please refer to the documents related to this matter at PT DGEMN:DSARH-010/139-0023 [Online]. Available at: www: 
<URL: http://www.monumentos.pt> [Nº IPA PT011307310006]. In this case, with the purpose of saving space, we decided 
to reference the process and not every single document as we have been doing, given the extent of the process in question.

12 Idem.
13 Idem.
14 Memória de 29 de março de 1977 [SIPA.TXT.01493656]. Idem.
15 Please refer to the documents related to this matter at PT DGEMN:DSARH-010/139-0023 [Online]. Available at www: 

<URL: http://www.monumentos.pt> [Nº IPA PT011307310006].
16 Memória de 20 de março de 1991 [SIPA.TXT.01493328 and SIPA.TXT.01493328]. Idem.
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CHRONOLOGY

11th century: possible foundation of the cenoby of Vila Boa de Quires;

1118: reference to the “monastery [known as] of Vila Boa de Quires”;

1180: date supposedly found on an engraving discovered during the works that were carried out in 1881;

13th century: references to Vila Boa de Quires as a “couto”, to the “honra” of Portocarreiro and to the “honra” of 
Buriz;

13th century (2nd quarter or mid-century): construction of the existing Romanesque building of Vila Boa de Quires;

1320: Vila Boa de Quires would already be a parish church;

1536: Vila Boa Quires becomes a Commendation of the House of Bragança;

17th century (1st half): tiling campaign in the chancel;

1706: the commander of Vila Boa de Quires was earning 600 thousand “réis”, adding up to the income from the 
parish of Rande, Penafiel;

18th century (2nd half): painting campaign on the chancel’s vault;

19th century (last quarter): replacement of the Baroque main altarpiece with the existing Neoclassical one;

1881: extension of the Church, displacing the main façade nearly 10 meters to the west, and construction of the 
tower;

1927: classification of the Church of Vila Boa de Quires as a National Monument;

1940-1970: conduction of several conservation works, paying a special attention to the Church’s roofs;

1947: installation of the clock on the bell tower;

1977: removal of the plaster from the naves and ceiling;

1999: improvement works on the Church’s roofs; 

2010: integration of the Church of Vila Boa de Quires in the Route of the Romanesque; 

2013: works for the general conservation of the Church, focusing on the roofs and external walls.
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