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HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION

T

Aerial view.



102

1 In 1706, Father António Carvalho da Costa (1706: 406) suggests the possibility that the Baiões had been the founders of 
the Monastery, pointing out the signs of their presence, such as a tomb with the coat of arms of the Sousa. And he stresses: “in 
fact, not only because of this, but for many reasons, it seems to me that these lords must have founded it because this land 
has been theirs for so many years”. And, in 1747, in his Dicionario geografico, Father Luiz Cardoso (1747-1751: 492) does not 
fail to note that the toponym Ansede could be due not to a witty pun ascribed to Afonso Henriques (“Suposto que os Conegos 
hão sede, mudem o Mosteiro que eu os ajudarey”) [“Supposing that the Cannons are thirsty, change the Monastery and I shall 
aid them”] but to the name of some nobleman. 

2 We used the version published in 1943 in the magazine Douro Litoral (Coutinho, 1943: 49-52).

Chartering landmark of Ancede. 
Top-end detail. Source: Egídio Santos 
(archive of the Baião Town Council).
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3 By donation of Gil Vasques, dated from August 26th that year. There was dispute with the bishop of Lamego over this 
church and its ownership (ANTT – Convento de S. Domingos de Lisboa. Livro 17).
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View of the river Douro close to Porto Manso (Baião) and Porto Antigo (Cinfães). Boundaries of the old “couto” of Ancede.
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4 About the condition of neighbour, please read Ventura (2001).
5 “We know that this ship was as property of the monastery of Ancede since the mid-15th century. His master, Pedro 

Gonçalves, was a member of the confraternity of Saint Peter of Miragaia” (Barros, 1998: note 14).
6 In the notes of the books of the Cartório Notarial de Baião (1.º ofício) [Notary Office of Baião (1st order)], we find 

references to this type of credit documentation from 1777 onwards (ADP – Notariais. Baião, 1.º ofício, livro 9, fls. 160-163 v.º).
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7 Among the holders of the commendation are the names of Manuel de Noronha, the Bishop of Faro, and Sancho de 
Noronha, the Bishop of Lamego. The importance of Ancede can also be assessed by the assignment of its revenue to these two 
important 16th-century clergymen (Silva & Aranha, 1862: 197).

8 In 1557 it was handed already united to the Congregation of the Holy Cross of Coimbra and “for this reform & to take 
possession of the Monastery, named the said Prior General four Canons of the Monastery of Santa Cruz, Religious & Literate 
Men, whose names were Don salvador, Don Manoel, Don Braz and Don Valerio, who entered the Monastery of Ansede on 
February 2nd of the same year, 1557” (Santa Maria, 1668: 327). In this year, only the main prior, Gonçalo Monteiro and four 
canons (one of them, Gaspar Fernandes, who served as priest in the parish church) were living in the monastic complex.

9 ANTT – Tribunal do Santo Ofício, Documentação dispersa. Processo 14769. The reported events occurred during Lent 
in 1709, i.e., between March 21st and April 14th. This extravagant situation fits into the growing number of conflicts between 
groups and between institutions that marked society in the 17th and 18th centuries, a phenomenon that also happened in other 
European countries. The rebels were sentenced to severe penalties; some of them were condemned to lifelong exile in Africa 
(ADP – Monásticos. Convento de Santo André de Ancede. Epitome da Fazenda, k/17/2/4-37, fls. 41 v.º).

10 In 1706, Father A. Carvalho da Costa (1706: 407) is more precise regarding the description of revenues: “They receive 
income with the annexes, &, that we know, four thousand five hundred cruzados, including the tithes of the Monastery, & of 
the Churches of Gôve, Campello, Santo André de Medim, S. Miguel de Oliveira, & S. Ciprião; these both beyond the Douro”.
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THE CHURCH OF THE MONASTERY OF SAINT ANDREW OF ANCEDE

C

11 Father A. Carvalho da Costa (1706: 406) says that, in times of war, the jurisdiction of the ordinances belonged to the 
prior and, in times of peace, to the lords of Baião.

East façade. East façade. Rosette.
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General interior view from the central nave.
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12 Still within the Medieval chronology, we should mention the fire that occurred in 1355. In the “Era” of 1393, “a fire broke 
out in the said monastery [of Ancede] and that the dormitory and all houses around it, and part of the canteen, and of the 
chapters (sic) and of the cloister”. Apparently, this catastrophe only damaged the convent and not the monastic church (ADP 
– Inventário do fundo do convento de Ancede. Tombos 1178-1748, livro 1 do n.º 3400, fl. 41 – transcript and archive numbers 
provided by Carla Stockler, from the Municipal Museum of Baião, to whom we are deeply thankful).

13 ADP – Monásticos. Convento de Santo André de Ancede. Livro n.º 3432, fls. 375-421.

South façade.
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14 It is then described “as a most antique work which is in its most part demolished because it threatened to collapse, the 
roof is in tile, it features two bells, one larger another smaller in the centre of the Tower resting on beams because their belfries 
are demolished” (ADP – Monásticos. Convento de Santo André de Ancede. Auto de medição da igreja e convento e cerqua, [1745], 
fls. 33 v.º. – transcript provided by Carla Stockler, from the Municipal Museum of Baião, to whom we are deeply thankful).
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15 ADP – Monásticos. Convento de Santo André de Ancede. Livro n.º 3529, fls. 43 v.º.
16 To the acts of faith and piety we could add a specific way of making a statement against the strength of the monks. 

Throughout the 17th and the 18th century there were several expressions of conflict and tension, namely the one that, in 1692, 
opposed the interested parties regarding the ownership and use of the hill, which located next to the fence that the monks had 
covered, by the residents (ADP – Monásticos. Convento de Santo André de Ancede. Livro n.º 3529, fls. 45).

17 ADP – Notariais, Baião, 1.º ofício, livro 9.
18 ADP – Notariais, Baião, 1.º ofício, livro 9, fls. 54-54 v.º.

Church. Sacristy.

Chapel of Our Lady of the Foot 
of the Cross (Baião).
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Chapel of the Lord of the Good Delivery: a Sacred Theatre

P

19 The measurement report of 1745, while describing the interior of the Chapel of Our Lord of Good Delivery states that 
everything had been “made with alms”. However, would these be alms given by the parishioners or the remainders of the 
alms collected by the monks of Ancede? (ADP – Monásticos. Convento de Santo André de Ancede. Auto de medição da igreja e 
convento e cerqua, [1745], fl. 35 v.º).

Chapel of the Lord of the Good Delivery.
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20  A freer version could express the following: “Lord, hear the requests [or prayers] of all those who pass by this place”. We 
thank Monsignor Cândido Azevedo, of Sernancelhe, for both readings. 

Chapel of the Lord of the Good Delivery. Nave. North wall. Chapel of the Lord of the Good Delivery. Nave. South wall.
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Chapel of the Lord of the Good Delivery. Nave. Altarpiece: The 
Annunciation. 

Chapel of the Lord of the Good Delivery. Nave. Altarpiece: The 
Visitation.

Chapel of the Lord of the Good Delivery. Nave. Altarpiece: The 
Nativity.

Chapel of the Lord of the Good Delivery. Nave. Altarpiece: The 
Circumcision.

Chapel of the Lord of the Good Delivery. Nave. 
Altarpiece: The Adoration of the Magi.

Chapel of the Lord of the Good Delivery. Nave. 
Altarpiece: The Presentation in the Temple.



116

Chapel of the Lord of the Good Delivery. 
Chancel. Main altarpiece.
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Chapel of the Lord of the Good Delivery. Nave. Roof.
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Chapel of the Lord of the Good Delivery. Chancel. Roof.

Chapel of Saint Dominic (Baião).
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THE MONUMENT DURING THE MODERN PERIOD

A

Church. Sacristy. Processional cross. Front view. Church. Sacristy. Processional cross. Obverse view.
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21 Logged in the inventory of the diocese of Porto under no. PS00.0029 (Costa, 2006).

Church. Sacristy. Pedestal. Sculpture. 
Saint Lucia.
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Church. Sacristy. Painting. Triptych of Saint 
Bartholomew (reverse of the panels).

Church. Sacristy. Painting. Triptych of Saint Bartholomew.

Church. Nave. North wall. Painting. 
Descent from the Cross. Detail.
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22 Logged in the inventory of the diocese of Porto under no.s PS00.0069, PS00.0070, PS00.0071 and PS00.0072 (Costa, 2006).
23 A particularly thorough inventory from the mid-18th century refers the three altarpieces, the two sacrariums and the two 

confraternities (of the Lord and the Virgin of the Rosary) (ADP – Monásticos. Convento de Santo André de Ancede. Epitome da 
Fazenda, k/17/2/4-37, fls. 34).

Church. Nave. North wall. Painting. Ecce Homo. Detail. Church. Nave. North wall. Painting. Deposition in the Tomb. 
Detail.

Church. Chancel. Main altarpiece.
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24 Logged in the inventory of the diocese of Porto under no.s PS00.0036, PS00.0037, PS00.0038, PS00.0039, PS00.0040, 
PS00.0041, PS00.0042 and PS00.0043 (Costa, 2006). Church. Sacristy. Reliquary. Holy Head.

Church. Sacristy. Reliquary-altarpiece.
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25 ADP – Monásticos. Convento de Santo André de Ancede. Epitome da Fazenda, k/17/2/4-37, fls. 35.
26 Idem.
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27 There is a scientific work about the materials and techniques used in their manufacture (Barata, 2010: 19-26).
28 Logged in the inventory of the diocese of Porto under no. PS00.0057 (Costa, 2006).

Church. Central nave. Pulpit.

General view.
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CONTEMPORARY INTERVENTIONS

T

[MLB / NR]

29  ANTT – Arquivo Histórico do Ministério das Finanças. Convento de Santo André de Ancede. Cx. 2195, n.º 25.
30 ADP – Fundo do Governo Civil. N.º 126 – Registo de alvarás de posse conferidos a diversos arrematantes de bens nacionais, 

1836-1844, n.º 72. On the same date, José Henriques Soares also acquired the convent of São Gonçalo, in Amarante.
31 Missiva, 13 de outubro de 1864. IRHU/Arquivo ex-DGEMN/DREMN Cx. 3216/2 (Correspondência igrejas do concelho 

de Baião. 1864 a 1890).
32 ORDINANCE no. 225. O.G. [Official Gazette] Series II. 72 (2013-04-12) 12097.
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CHRONOLOGY

1141: awarding of the land charter to the “honra” of Ancede by King Afonso Henriques;

1144: the church of Gôve (Baião) is annexed to the Monastery’s assets;

1258: the Monastery’s prior was a Diogo, who was unaware of its origin;

1294: the church of Saint Michael of Oliveira do Douro (Cinfães) was annexed to the Monastery’s assets;

1320: the Church of Ancede paid a tax of 550 Portuguese “libras” to support the Crusades;

1366: there was a fire in the Church of Saint Andrew;

1391: the patronage of the church of Saint Michael of Oliveira do Douro was added to the previous donation;

1559: the Monastery of Ancede and all its assets, privileges and incomes are integrated into the assets of the 
convent of Saint Dominic of Lisbon;

17th and 18th centuries: major investments in the monastic space (fence and churches);

1689: the new Church is blessed and consecrated in this year’s Christmas celebrations;

1745: the existing bell tower had not been built yet;

1864: the Church of Ancede was well preserved, being just in need of a coat of paint;

2001-2003: conservation and restoration of the barn, cellar and wine presses and creation of sanitary infrastructure;

2002: archaeological surveys within the scope of the sanitary infrastructure works;
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2004-2005: recovery of the eaves, the threshing floor and of the house of the lads, then called the caretaker’s house;

2005: archaeological surveys in the scope of the project designed for the remodelling and reconstruction or the 
caretaker’s house and the eaves;

2007: opening of the Interpretive Centre of the Vine and Wine;

2010: the Monastery of Ancede integrates the Route of the Romanesque;

2010-2011: consolidation and maintenance of the main wings of the Monastery and conservation and restora-
tion of the Chapel of the Lord of Good Delivery, including part of its artistic heritage;

2013: archaeological surveys in the old buildings of the guest house and the house of the lads (servants);

2013: the Monastery of Ancede is classified as Public Interest Monument;

2014-2015: archaeological surveys within the religious space, the surrounding area of the main wings of the 
Monastery and the area of the farm.
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