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HISTORICAL SUMMARY

T

Entre-Douro-e-Minho province (adapted from Castro, 1762).



352

1 One of the elegies about this couple’s connection to Mancelos is the one written by Francisco Craesbeeck (1992: 231). 
According to this memoirist, the toponym “Mancelos” came from the name and surname of the founder “Mem Gonçellos” 
(Mem Gonçalves), from the “honra” [a type of Portuguese administrative division] of Fonseca, who would have built his manor 
house here (despite stating to be from Fonseca, São Martinho de Mouros (Resende), which immediately strikes us as quite odd). 

Aerial view.
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2 Little is known about this couple except that they had two sons, the already mentioned Raimundo and Monio Garcia 
(Sottomayor-Pizarro, 1997: 912).

3 On private churches, please read Oliveira (1950: 126).
4 On this subject, please read the work by Sottomayor-Pizarro (1997), which mentions several descendants from the 

Portocarreiros and Ribadouro lineages, as well as relatives from Mancelos. They were compiled by São Paio (1987: 45-71).
5 José Marques (1988: 809) places it in the land of Panoias, but it is actually the chapel of D. Pinho, after the church of Saint 

Peter, a parish on the south bank of the Douro and in the term of Ferreiros de Tendais.
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THE MONUMENT IN THE MEDIEVAL PERIOD

T

West façade.



355

Cloister. Inscription.
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Church. West façade. Galilee. External view. Church. West façade. Galilee. Interior view.
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6 We find the iconographic interpretation suggested by Lois García (1997: 18-27) for this portal’s capitals somewhat 
exaggerated. On the observer’s right, from the outside to the inside, the author identifies a lily, almond trees, a twisted vine 
and a lemon tree. On the opposite side and in the same sense, he identifies an olive tree, reinterpretations of the almond tree 
and the vine and, finally, a palm tree. 

7 In general, the capitals of the cloister of the collegiate of Our Lady of the Olive Tree of Guimarães are already considered 
Gothic: part of their foliage is very naturalistic and others are the origin of the late Gothic capitals featuring protruding panels 
(Almeida, 1978: 228, 233).

Church. West façade. Portal. Capitals and corbel.
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Church. South façade. Nave. Portal.

Bell tower.

Church. West façade. Portal. Corbel.
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Church. North wall. Nave. Initial. Church. South façade.

Church. South façade. Nave. Arcosolium.
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Church. Sacristy. West façade. Church. North façade.

Church. General interior view from the nave.



362

Church. Triumphal arch and chancel.
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THE MONUMENT IN THE MODERN PERIOD

T
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Church. Chancel. Main altarpiece.
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8 These paintings are not included in the series of items described in the inventory of worshipping-related assets of 1937 
(PORTUGAL. Ministério das Finanças – Secretaria-geral – Arquivo. Comissão Jurisdicional dos Bens Cultuais, distrito do Porto, 
concelho de Amarante, arrolamento dos bens cultuais de Mancelos (Arquivo/CJBC/PTO/AMA/ARROL/027), fls. 1-5).

9 The entry in the online inventory of the diocese of Porto incorrectly names it as Ceia no Santo Sepulcro em Roma [Lord’s 
Supper at the Holy Sepulchre in Rome] and mentions 11 clergymen instead of 12 (Costa, 2008).

Church. Nave. South wall. Painting. Saint Dominic being served by angels.
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10 The miracle is narrated by Sister Cecilia Romana, from the Order of the Preachers, in the series of miracles that occurred 
in Rome (Italy). Friar Constantino Orvieto (1988) integrates this fantastic event in the legend he wrote about the life of Saint 
Dominic, as well as Legenda Aurea [Golden Legend], de Jacobus de Voragine (1480), although none of the narratives makes 
specific references to angels. 

Church. Nave. North wall. 
Painting. Virgin of the Rosary.
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Church. Nave. South wall. Painting. Saint Sebastian. Church. Chancel. North wall. Painting. Saint Martin.
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11 The laudatory biographies by writers from the Dominican Order and the popular interest in the figure of Friar Bartholomew, to 
whom several miraculous interventions were ascribed, are coeval of the period in which this painting was made (Santos, 2004: 35-41).

Church. Nave. South wall. Painting. Friar Bartholomew of the 
Martyrs (?).

Church. Chancel. South wall. Painting. Saint Anthony.
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CONTEMPORARY INTERVENTIONS

W

12 Carvalho, Joaquim Lopes de – Missiva de 19 de outubro de 1864. IRHU/ Arquivo ex-DGEMN/DREMN, Cx. 3216/3. 
Correspondência igrejas do concelho de Amarante. 1864-1867.

13 Idem.
14 DECREE no. 24347. O.G. [Official Gazette] Series I. 188 (34-08-11) 1513.
15 Article 43, point 4, LAW no. 107. O.G. [Official Gazette] Series I-A. 209 (2001-09-08) 5808-5829.
16 Article 43, point 3, Idem.
17 Moreira, Joaquim Teixeira Soares – Missiva de 13 de janeiro de 1945. SIPA.TXT.00899774. PT DGEMN:DSARH-010/026-0080 

[Online]. Available at www: <URL: http://www.monumentos.pt> [Nº IPA PT011301230006].
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–

–

–

– 

18 Ofício n.º 3088 de 20 de setembro de 1946. SIPA.TXT.00899777. Idem.
19  Ofício n.º 84 de 6 de janeiro de 1950. SIPA.TXT.00899788. Idem.
20 Moreira, Joaquim Teixeira Soares – Missiva de 25 de dezembro de 1949. SIPA.TXT.00899787. Idem.
21 Memória de 17 de março de 1964. SIPA.TXT.00623687 e SIPA.TXT.00623688. PT DGEMN:DSID-001/013-1820/3 

[Online]. Available at www: <URL: http://www.monumentos.pt>. [Nº IPA PT011301230006].
22 Idem. 
23 Moreira, António M. C. – Missiva, 9-11-83. IRHU/ Arquivo ex-DGEMN/DREMN/DM – DGEMN:DREMN-2415.
24 Relatório, 18 de março de 1985. Idem.
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[MLB / NR]

25 Ofício n.º 614 de 28 de junho de 1988. Idem.
26 Memória de 17 de março de 1964. SIPA.TXT.00623687 e SIPA.TXT.00623688. PT DGEMN:DSID-001/013-1820/3 

[Online]. Available at www: <URL: http://www.monumentos.pt>. [Nº IPA PT011301230006].
27 Idem.

Church. Nave before the intervention carried out by the 
DGEMN (1968). Source: IHRU archive.

Church. West façade. Galilee and portal before the 
intervention carried out by the DGEMN (1954). Source: IHRU 
archive.
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CHRONOLOGY

1120: the Monastery of Mancelos already existed as a house of the Canons Regular of Saint Augustine;

1129-1152: between these dates, Raimundo Garcia, from the Portocarreiros lineage, probably made a donation 
to Mancelos;

13th-14th centuries: possible chronology of the remaining Romanesque traces;

14th century: Mancelos was a commendation of the archbishop of Braga;

1320: the Church of Mancelos paid a tax of 600 Portuguese “libras” to support the Crusades;

1540: donation of the Church of Mancelos to the convent of Amarante, which belonged to the Order of Preach-
ers, by King João III;

1542: Pope Paul III confirms the donation made by King João III;

17th-18th centuries: records of interventions focused on the integrated and movable heritage of the Church of 
Mancelos, namely the design of the main altarpiece and its corresponding imagery;

1864: the parish priest of Mancelos, Joaquim Lopes de Carvalho, considered the state of the building as “deplor-
able”;

1934: the Church of Mancelos is classified as Public Interest Building;

1960’s: beginning of the restoration works;

1979: definition of a special protection zone around the monastic ensemble;

1979-1985: conservation works carried out under the Mancelos Building Commission’s responsibility;

2010: the Monastery of Mancelos becomes part of the Route of the Romanesque.
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